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Tae tconf experitncedb}f every rtranger tjf a de$eription of 
Jertegy eonlaitdtig mt/un a tkort compati a summary of tke 
MoU uteJUl injbrmatwn retpeclmg iiipreienl tlaie OBtt gene- 
ral peaiUaritiei, imluced Ike author of the foUowing pagei to 
preient them to the public Diem, The only deicripthe pubtka' 
tiont extends to the hiitory, lam$, and political conitUution 
of the Itland, noro to be obtained, however great may be their 
inirinnc vatutf do not teem adapted, fi-om variouM cautet, to 
ihepurpotet of an occational viiitor. Changes of the malt ex- 
teittive nature have taken place since the period when FaUe'e 
Hiitory ttat vrUten, and the account by Pleei u too diffuse 
for the generality o/catuat readers : from the former work, 
heweoery atthe beit authority on many mbjecti, mwh valuable 
niformatian hat been derived, and Ike latter hat been occasion- 
ally consulted ; at the same time much interesting matter hat 
been obtained from peculiar sowces of information to hAjcA the 
uriter ^f (hit deteription had accett. 

Anepporluni/yhoBingbeenqffbrdedby a tecond editkn t» 
correct and improve the former work, it is hoped that this little 
vobime wUl be found to furnish all IheintelUgenee which a cur- 
sory account, having reference to so many subjects, can be ex- 
pected to present. 
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CHAPTER THE FIRST. 



Siluatio», JVome, Qtneral Dtteriptiom, 4«. 



The Island of Jereejr lies in 4B<' 16' sortli UtUude, and 
i" 22' longitude west of London. Its extreme length from 
the north-west to south-west is twelve uflefi, and its 
greatest width about six; containing at low water, when the 
•anda of .the numeroas bays are most exposed, an area of flSf 
square miles, or nearly forty thonaand English, acres, with 
a popnlatioii of 34000 persons. The land on the north- 
eastern coast, which is abrupt and rocky, rises to a cooaider- 
able height, and with a gradual, but unequal inclination, 
slopes towards the south, where ita elevation above the sea 
is trifling. 

It appears from the Itinerary of the Emperor Antoninus, 
that the Island was known to the Romans by the name of 
Cssarea ; from which^ according to Camden, the more mo- 
dern word, Jersey, is derived. It is also noticed in many 
old writings as the Island of Angia; a name which some 
have supposed it to have originally borne, before the Roman 
invasion ; and it is not improbable that in those ages, when 
geographical knowledge was imperfect and limited, it re- 
ceived in different places various other appellations which 
have since given way to that which it now retains. 



JerBe; U the most extensive of those Islands wliicfa lie in 
the bay formed by Cepe de la Hogue and Cape de Frehelle, 
and is little more thsn live leagues distant from Carteret on 
the coast of Normandy, and leas than thirty from Weymoath, 
one of the nearest English ports. It is nearly surrounded 
with longtidgeBof rocks, some of which are always exposed, 
others only at low water,andmanywholly concealed; while 
the cnrretits and eddies formed by them are so rapid and 
strong, that the approach is difficult and dangerous to those 
unsfquainted with the coast : and the kv points on which 
it safely can be reached by strangers is, probably, one of the 
causes of its comparative freedom from invasion during the 
late periods, and that it Still Remains a part of the British 
dominion;for though art has done much to assist itsdefencfij 
nature must be allowed t-i have dune more. 

The Island is divided into twelve parishes; those bor- 
dering on the North are Trinity, St John's, St. Mary's ; on 
the west He St. Ouen's, St. Brelade's, St. Peter's ; on the 
South, St. LawrencB'B, St. Helier'e, and St. Saviour's ; the 
East comprises St. Clement's, Grouville, and St. Martin's. 
These are again subdivided, in proportion to their size, into 
a number of smaller districts, called Vingtaines in eleven of 
the Parishes, from their having contained only twenty houses 
at the time of their original foundation ; but in St. Ouen\ 
termed Cueillettes, perhaps because some of the early Sei- 
gneurs, possessing the whole parish as their property, so 
divided it for the sake of greater readiness in collecting the 
Tents. Each parish has commanication with the sea, which 
possibly arose from a singular privilege exi-ting in the Is- 
land. From each of the parish churches, which in former 
days wera sanctuaries for those who, after the commission of 
B capital.offence, took refuge there, a path one perCh in width, 
and called perquage from the latin word pertica, ran in a 
direct line to the sea, and had the same power of protection 
with the Church itself. Criroinab, on abjuring their 
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country, according to the practice of the time, were con-' 
ducted in safety to the water, and thas enabled to quit the 
Island. The reformation, which no longer allowed the 
Church to be the sanctuary of vice, destroyed also the power 
of perquages to^helter criminals from Justice; they were 
aeiaedbytbe crown aa. waste lands, and granted away by 
Charles the Second ; and few will regret that of their former 
exiatence, the rememhrance only now remains. 

The line of coast is irregularly broken by numerous sandy 
bays ; the largest are St. Anbin's, St. Ouen's, Boulay, and 
Grouvitle. St. Aubin's is of the most importance, aa the two 
principal towns and harbours of St. Helier and St. Aubin are 
situated ba the eastern and western sides of it. The hills 
between are extremely fertile, studded with &rms, wood, 
and houses, and incline gradually to the water ; presenting 
a cheerful and beautiful prospect, which is heightened by 
the picturesque appearance of Elizabeth Castle, an ancient 
fortress which lies near the harbour of St.Uetiei,aiid is sur- 
rounded at high water by the seai This bay opens exactly 
to the south ; and at its mouth expands three miles in width, 
and in depth sweeps above two miles into the land. St. 
Onen's lying to the west, and bounded on the north and 
South by the lofty and mgged rocki of I'Etacq and theCor- 
biirp, is the most capacious of the bays ; it has no harbour 
or protection for ahipping of any size, and is exposed to the 
roll of the Atlantic j the surrounding country is of a rude 
and bold character. Grouville bay is the third in sixe, and 
stretches from La Rocque to the Castle of Mout-Orgueilj 
one of the most interesting and striking objects of autiqnily 
in the Ialand,below whose walls is the small pier and faarboor 
of Gorey, frequented by the vessels engaged in the oyster- 
fishery. Boulay bay, on the northern coast, is formed by 
high and abrupt rocks, which rise above two hundred feet 
from the sea. The States, the legislative assembly oCJersey, 
have lately given the eum .of jEI3,50O to construct a pier 



tlicre, vbich can onljbecoiuideTsdas the'commencementof 
B mora extensiva work, neeesBary for the defence of all the 
RUToiuiding I*Und>. Th« want of a good harbour, wbereia 
tbe Brit.idi Squadron^ emplojed doiiagthe war to watch tbe 
moTemeatB of the French Navy^ bmj occasionally find ee- 
oare shelter, has been frequently felt The extension of the 
present pier to the distance of a few hundred feet will form 
an excellent port, affording a sufficient depth of water to 
allow sloops and ateam-vessels, and even frigates of a large 
class tofloat in safety at anytime of tide, whilst all the other 
faarbours tae dry at its reflux ; and tbe roadsted in the bay 
itself the easiest of access and the best anchorage of any in 
the vicinity of tbe Islands, offers^ on account of its situation 
i^ view of Gnemiey, Aldcrney, and the coast of France, the 
moat eligible station for the squadroo. Small, but convenient 
pierahave alio been lately erected in Roselbay,iDthe parish 
of St. Martin, and at La Rocqne, in the parish of Grouville, 
which are principally frequented by the Teasels employed in 
the fisheries ; and there are many other bays and inlets of a 
sauJler size round the coast, which are all distinguished by 
Tsried and romantic scenery ; among the most remarkable 
are St. Catherine's and St Brelade'a. 

The general lace of the country throughout the Island is, 
with few exceptions, characterized by wood and richness of 
cultivation, and is diversified with a continual undulation of 
ground ; bills and valleys oonstantlj succeeding one another. 
The soil ii in almost every part very productive ; light and 
occasionally sandy or gravelly on[the higher grounds, but in 
tlie valleys and lower lands always rich and deep, and amply 
repaying whatever labour may be expended on it with an 
exuberant vagetation. Cottages, aingle and in groups, are 
thickly scattered over the whole Island, to each of which an 
orchard is generally atUched. They are built in a solid and 
substantial manner of rough stone, and almost always thatch- 
ed } a mode of covering which is effected here witli sin- 



gnlor neatncBi, and fonnd verf dartble. The inhabiUnts 
are geaendly the proprietors, and seldom absoltitelj floor ; 
«tid many, bj care and Baving habitt, accumnlate considera- 
ble property from tbe profits of rery small farms. Water is 
every where plentifiil ; Hmall streams mn tbrongfi the val- 
leys which intersect the country, irrigating the meadows, 
and turning the wheels of nnmerons corn-nllls : there are 
also many medicinal springe, principally chalybeate, but 
they are not mnch attended to. The incloanrss are small, 
varying in size from half an acre to two or three acres, which 
they rarely exceed. They are usually formed by lirge 
banlu of earth, often above six or eight feet high, psrtly 
feced with rough oncemented stone work, and planted at 
the top with hedges and trees, which frequently overhang 
the road, and even close over many of the less public paths ; 
and when viewed from a distance, give, in conjunction with 
the very nnmenjus orchards, that thickly wooded appear- 
cnce which the country possesses. FlsntalJons of timber or 
jinderwood are rare, except on the sides ef steep hills where 
the soil is shallow ; the level and best ground is too valua- 
ble, and brings too quick a profit, to be often so employed. 
Good meadow-lantb in the neighbourhood of St Heller's, 
and even at some distance from it, if easily irrigated, is often 
let at the rate of eight or ten pounds per aauum, for an En- 
glish acre.* Thriving orchards are frequently let at above 
five pounds an acre, or sixty livres a verg^e. Of course many 
-are of much lower value ; butsome judgment maybe formed 
of the productive quality of the best toil, when farmers can 
afford to give so high a rent for it. The tenanthas no taxes 
to pay, but the ground is let subject to tithes, which are 
not however claimed to any tking like their joatanovnt. 

Tbe Island is peculiarly favorable to the growth of the 
apple-tree, and the orchards occupy a very large proportion 

" The nsosl mcasarement of Krosnd is compated by itrgttt. 
Two Tcrgltct and 1 eqaal an Eagliah statute acre. h>Ic 
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af the dtltivated land ; man; eiUteB almost wholly consist- 
ing of them. Thej are the greatest source of profit to th6 
famer^ who is snre of a ready sale for anj quantity of fruit 
or cider he may have to dispose o^ both being very largely 
exported to England. This does not appear to have been 
formerly the case, and has consequently greatly increased the 
nine of property. Falle, the old historisn, after noticing 
the productive nature of the land, and the vast quantity of 
cider made, ohserres that it moat be consumed in Jersey, 
Tery little being exported ; and it is singular, when the 
abiindance ia his time ia considered, that in the reign of 
Queen Mary ao little was made, that the inhabitants and 
garrison were supplied with beer from England, the land 
Iwing almost wholly employed in tillage. Since the age of 
Falle, wh» states cider to be the only product of which the 
Island had an over-plvis, a source of profit hat arisen in the 
enltivatioH of potatoes ; they are grown with success and in 
large quantities, and thrive even under the shade of the 
apple-treee ; they form one of the chief articles of expotta- 
tion, and are sent to England, Scotland, Gibraltar, and va- 
rious other places. 

French is the language of the Islanders. In the service 
of the Church, and in all judicial and public proceedings, 
pure French is observed ; but that spoken by the common 
people is corrupt. It is founded on the old Norman French, 
vrhich prevailed in France during the reigns of Francis the 
First and Henry the Second, and wap employed by the wri- 
ters of that age; bat it also abounds with singularities of 
expression, accent, and pronunciation, varying in the diffe- 
rent parishes, and followed only in particular districts, in the 
same way that in the different counties of England local 
peculiarities are observable. English is however the lan- 
guage almost universally adopted in society, and few are 
to be fouqd in the neighbourhood of the town, even among 
the lower orders, who do not, in some degree undefstand 



■ad Bpeak it ; aad the increasing intercourse with Great 
BritatD) the giofring intelligence of the people, and the 
uamber of children belonging to the poorer cIosBea who are 
instructed aolelf in English in the National and other 
Schools, will shortly cause the language to be equally well 
known with the French, and perhaps eventually to super- 
cede it altogether. 

The principal town is called St. Helier's, after Helerius, a 
pious recluse who was murdered tn one of the early incur- 
flions of the Normans, and covers a considerable portion of 
the parish of the same name; it is alill rapidly increasing, 
and the ground around is sought after at high prices for 
building on. The situation ia in many respects well chosen ; 
a range of bills afTords shelter from the northerly winds, and 
the supply of water is sufficiently abundant. At the last 
census, taken in 1 836, the whole parish contained a popula- 
tion of 14,115 persona; but these numbera have been 
greatly added to, since that period, by the constant influx 
of strangersi The streets are well paved ; those lately 
built are regular and wide ; and the authorities are anxious 
as opportunities occur, and the funds at their disposal ad- 
mit, to improve the appearance of the older portions of the 
town, and to add toils convenience. The spirit of improve- 
ment and enterprize is actively at work in all classes, and 
the alterations which have been effected within the last ten 
years, with regard to the appearance as well as the size, of 
the place, are of a nature to surprise those who knew it in 
its former state, and are a good proof of its flourishing con- 
dition. Gas has lately been introduced in the greater part 
of the shops; the streets also are to be lighted in the 
same manner; the expense of paving and repairing them, 
and of many improvements, is defrayed by the interest of 
the money paid by the British Government for the purchase 
of the hill on which Fort-Regent has betn erected. 

Tb4 Coart-Bmue, which U the only seat of judicature, ia 
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a plain but neat stmctare, origitwU; built tn the year 1S47, 
but HtHcli altered since that time. It fonns part of one side 
of the place where the market tbs formerly held, now 
covered with flag-itones, and called the Rojal-Sqnare. The 
interior of the bnilding is well adapted to biuiDeM. A 
portion, containing the seats and tables for the Officers of 
the Court, is divided off from an outer spttce left open to the 
public, the walls of which are ornamented with a full length 
portrait of Marshal Conway, formerly Governor of the Is- 
land, by Gainsborough, and one of George the Third, by an 
artist of the name of Jean, a native of the Island. Besides 
the Court, the building contains apartments for the assembly 
of the SUtea. 

The present Market-Place is arranged in a particularly 
neat and convenient manner. Against three sides of the 
inclosnre piazzas are erected, under which are seats al- 
lotted to those who sell eggs, butter, vegetables, &c. ; suffi- 
cient room is left for the purchasers to be also under shelter. 
Thecentral buildings, which are on a similar plan, form two 
double rows of small shops occupied by the butchers, who 
are forbidden to expose their meat for sale elsewhere. The 
fourth side, in which are the principal entrances, fronts a 
wide and handsome street, called after the late Lieutenant- 
Governor, Ilalkett-Place, and is separated from it by a lofty 
iron railing ; a small space is walled olT, and appointed for r 
the sale of fishi In the immediate neighbourhood standa 
the Cattle-Market, which is also well adapted to the purpose. 
Wednesdays and Saturdays are the two market dajs, but 
the latter is the principal one; and the supply of meat, poul- 
try, fratt, and every description of vegetable produce, ia 
gent^ly excellent and abundant. The butter ie mach es- 
teemed ; the beef, veal, and pork are very good ; and 
the mutton much better than it waa a few years ago^ 
a superior breed of sheep having been introduced into 
the Island. During the winter wUd-fowl ui4,g*n« an 



« 

ftronght in great pUot; from France, and sold at amoderate 
rate. The nippl/ of fish, with the exception of Bhell-fish} 
U nncertain, and the better aorta are often scarce and dear. 
Few are fiahermen by trade ; almoat all the countiy people 
owning small portions of ground, which thej cultivate and 
live on, find it more to their advantage to attend to their 
little farms, than to depend for their livelihood on fishing ; 
it is therefore an occupation seldom followed except during 
the intervals of agricultural labour, and even then the oyster 
fishery is generally preferred, as yielding a larger profit and 
nrer return. 

' The Parish Church of StHelier is supposed to have been 
bnilt abont the year 1341, which is the date of its consecra- 
flonl^the Bishop of Contance, to whom it was then subject. 
Subsequent alterations and enlargements have in a great 
measure destroyed its original form, which was that of a 
cross, a shape almost universally adopted in the early ages 
of Norman architectnra ; it has a plain square tower ; but 
Its exterior affords little to please the eye ; and the effect of 
the interior b much diminished by the too common neglect 
of uniformity and attention to the character of the building, 
in the additions made to it at different times. It contains a 
good organ, and a few handsome monuments and tablets; 
one of which is placed to the memory of Major Peiraon, 
who fell at the head of the troops, in the defence of the Is- 
land against the French in the year 1781, and waa erected 
at the expenae of the States. The Church contains about 
1400 persons. No bodies have been interred in the Church- 
Yard since the opening of the new burying ground, about 
four years ago, in the neighbourhood of the town. 

St. James' Chapel is a beautiful gothic building, under- 
taken by shareholders, and opened for public worship in 
I8S9; it will accommodate about 1100 persons. The pul- 
pit, desk, and pews, are of wdnacot oak richly carved, and 
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the exptnie attendiag the conpletioD of the whole has been 
very large. St Paul's Chapel can contain nearly 1000 per- 
SORB, and was opened in IS18; it iaa neat and well finished 
edifice, ornamented wltha portico supported by four columns 
of Jersey granite. There are chapels of almost every deno- 
mination of dissenters. 

In the middle of tlie town, near the Church, is the pnblio 
library. It consists of about five thousand volames ; the 
largest proportion of which, together with the building 
containing them, whs the munificent gift of the Rev. Philip 
Falle, a native of the Island and its historian, and Chaplain 
to William the Third. The remaining portion, with the ex- 
ception of a few donations by different individuals, wa^ 
presented more recently by Dr. Dumaresq. Many nseful 
and valuable hooks are to be found amongst the number^ 
particularly on theological subjects ; and it is much to b^ 
regretted that some steps are not taken by the States to 
enrich the collection, by supplying works in those branches 
of literature and science in which it may be found most de- 
ficient, and by adding modern publications. The founda- 
tion already exists of what might easily be made a most va- 
luable institution. A small annual allowance for the pur- 
chase of books, placed at the disposal of the Committee of 
the Library, would in a short time, if judiciously applied, 
render it an establishment of essential benefit to the Island. 
While large sums are freely given for the construction of 
piers, and the carrying on of other public works, few would 
be found willing to oppose a small annual grant to an insti- 
tution of such general interest, and so creditable to the place. 
The subscription is five shillings a year ; no books are suf- 
fered to be rtmoved from the room, which is open three days 
during the week. 

The prison stands in ttie outskirts of the (own, and is a 
handsome building, faced with the granite from St. John's 
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pariah. An arcade of the lengtli of one hundred and twenty 
feet Bopports the front, and givea it a light appearance. The 
cells for criminals are clean and airj ; those occupied 
by debtors are aafficientlj spacious ; and every indulgence 
of exercise is permitted consistent with security. Some new 
regulations have lately been introduced respecting the state 
and discipline of the prison which will prove of material 
advantage. Not far distant stands the Iloapital ; part of 
the expense of its support is defrayed by a fund originally 
formed by donations and bequests ; the deficiency is sup- 
plied by the different parishes. The building has recently 
been much increased in consequence ofa munificent legacy 
from the late Charles Robin, Esq., of St. Aubin's ; who left 
to trustees the sum of ^f S.fiOO which was to be suffered to 
accnmalate at interest to £2,000 ; £ifiO0 of which vtu 
then to be applied to rebuilding a wing of the Hospital, 
burnt down when formerly occupied by troops, with the 
purpose of adding to it a Chapel for the accommodation of 
the Inmates ; sod the interest of the remainder was to be 
appropriated for ever to the payment of a Chaplain, who 
must be a native of the Island, holding no parochial benefice- 
The value and utility of this bequest, thus providing regular 
spiritual instruction for the poor, blind, and needy, in 
every lense, cannot be too highly appreciated. 

The new Theatre has been completed about two years ; it 
stands in the centre of the Crescent, a row of buildings very 
ornamental to the upper part of the town, which has also 
been much improved In appearance by the handsvma houses 
lately erected in the Terrace. 

The charitable and religious institutions existing in St. 
Hflier's are numerous and well conducted. The National 
School consists of about 300 boys and ISO girls, who are 
taught to read and write, and the first elements of arith,n>^ 
tic, with the addition, in the female department, of plain 
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needlevork. The whole receive tiiat religioui iaitraction 
which is the principal feature of the eatabliahment. The 
Parochial Sunday School contains SOO^boji^and girls. There 
is also a flourishing Infant School, into which children are 
admitted from two to six years of age. A District Commit 
tee of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, a 
Church Missionar; Aasociation, and Bible Society^ have 
long been established. Among the Societiea for the leUaf 
of the necessitous, the most considerable are the Philai^ 
thropic, the Benevolent, and the Dorcaa. 

The commerce of the Island has increased inaogreatad^ 
gree since the peace, that upwards of 30,000 tons of shipping 
are now employed by and belong to the merchantsandinhap 
bitants, and abont 60,000 tons annually enter the harbour. 
To afTord sufficient accommodation and better shelter to ao 
many vessels, the old and inconvenient pier haa been eq- 
larged at the expense of £61,000 sterling. It is entirelf 
built of granite, and faced with blocks of a very large size, 
brought from the quarries in St. John's,and will be a lasting 
memorial of the public spirit and opulMice of Jersey.* The 
priocipal trade is to Newfoundland and South America ; at 
the former place many large establishments for catching and 
ealting the fish, which is afterwards sent to different parts 
of the world, belong to the Island merchants. Twoor three 
ships are annually built in Jersey, and principally of the 
native oak ; some have lately been launched of the size of 
406 tons. The merchants take great pride in the appear^ 
ance and condition of their vessels, which are particnUrly 
well found and appointed. A new line of Qoays is now ia 
progress, running from the upper end of the pier near the 

*TbBQaayi were boil: bv Ibe fallowinr^ntleaiea : Mr.David 
DeQuetIf villc, Mr. Philip Nicolle jbd.^ Mr, Aaron do Ste.Crois, 
Messrs. Hemery brnlhers, Mr. NicholaiLe Queine Jan., Hr. Ph. 
Jsnvrin, Meain. Thas. and Thos. Mallet, Mr. Ellas Darell Jan., 
Mr. John Coinard, Mr, Abraham De La Mare, Herd. Frs. Perrat, 
Mr. Edonard Nicolle, and Mr. Clement Nicolle. 
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town, in a straight line along the water, towards the HoBpi- 
tal, which; when completed, will forma noble work. It will 
be fonnd of material gervice to those who bring their pro- 
duce from the western parts of the Island, to ship it at the 
pier, and will reclaim much ground from the sea and the 
shore, which will be very valuable for mercantile baildingth 

The town and harbour of St. Helierareprotected by Fort 
Regent and Elizabeth Castle. Fort Regent, which is a 
modern erection of considerable size and streagth, is boilt 
upon the Mont de la Ville, a solid rock rising one handr«d 
and 6fty feet above the level of the sea, at high water, 
overhanging the harbour and town, and commanding 
the haj of St> Aubin. The whole expense attending the 
completion of the fortress was defrayed by the British Go- 
vernment, and is supposed to have amounted to a million 
sterling ; £l 1,380 were given for the bill on whichHt stands ; 
the interest of which, as has been remarked, is applied to 
the improvement of the town. The well is worthy of ob- 
servation ; it is cut through the solid rock to the depth of 
333 feet, and will yield dsily 6,000 gallons of the purest 
water. This spot has always been considered as one well 
calculated for the purposes of defence ; and an ordinance of 
Edward the Sixth, dated April the 16th 1550, is still in ex- 
istence, in which the inhabitants are recommended to con- 
struct fortifications there, which, in case of invasion, might 
afford them a place of security. The Duke of Somerset, 
afterwards Protector, was then Govemor,or,ashe wosstyled 
at that period, Captain of the Island, and began a citadel 
in Alderney, the completion of which was prevented by bis 
death : why, therefore, he neglected the defence of this Is- 
land, it is not easy to conjecture. 

Elizabeth Castle, which forms another protection to the 
IiHrbour, Is surrounded with the sea at high water, and is 
three quarters of a mile distant from the town. The reflux 
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of the- tid« leaT«« the iatermediate apioe drj, and exposes a 
aatnral comninDicatioa of loose stones, which runs in a direct 
line acroM the sands to the town, and ia called the Bridge. 
This Castle waa originadT' prcgected in the year I S3 1 , daring 
the reign of Edward the sixth ; and in the year 1 577 a mode 
was adopted of raising funds to assiat in its erection, for 
which not even the poverty of the times, nor the necessity of 
the fortreas, could afford an excuse or justification. The 
Churcliea were plundered ; and not merely were those things 
carried off which were connected with popish superstition, 
but even the bells were taken away, one only being left for 
each Church. These were shipped to be disposed of in 
France, but never reached their destination; the vessel 
foundered at sea ; and, either owing to the impossibility of 
raising funds, or the feelings of the people, the erection of 
the castle was left to a sncceeding reign. The present bail- 
ding was first begun in the year lS8fl, and named in honor 
of the Queen ; great additions were made during the reign 
of Charles the First, particularly in the year 1 63S ; farther 
improvements took place in 1665, and much was done du- 
ring the last century. It is now divided into three wards, 
and contains barracks for a considerable number of men, 
with extensive and formidable batteries. The principal cn- 
tiance is on the north side, which fronts St. Helier'a. 

The town of St. Aubin, which is next ia importance, is 
situated in the pariah of St. Brelade, and Ilea nearly at the 
extremity of the bay, at the distance of four miles from St. 
Ilelier's. It possesses the advantage of a small pier, which 
waa commenced at the close of the seventeenth centnry, and 
csmpleted in. 181D, and is protected by a fortreas mounting 
fourteen guns, which is surrounded by the water at high tide. 
The town, though irregularly built, contains many good hou- 
ses, and was formerly inhabited by a large proportion of the 
richest merchants of the Island ; bnt the completion of the 
vary superior harbour at St. Ueliei'f, and its conseqaent in* 
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CTCRsing commercial importance, have contribnted to with- 
draw from St. Aubin'a many of its former wealthy inbabi-- 
tanta. A Hmall market place has been lately opened on ■ 
plan resembling that of St. Heller's. . 

Corey is a village fast increasing in size and importance ; 
the population is fluctnating, bnt considerable daring the 
season of the oyster fishery, which commences early in the 
year, and lasts tilt the end of May. About one half of 
the vessels engaged in it belong to the Island, the rest are 
Englbb, principally from the Medway ; the whole number 
exceeds two hnndred. This fishery is of great benefit to the 
Island in general, as well as to Gorey, of which it is the 
chief support It creates a very large circulation of money, 
and affords employment to some hundreds of persons. The 
oysters brought in are laid on the beach, and sorted accord- 
ing to their size ; the largest are left for consumption in the 
Island, and the rest are porchased by dealers, who lay them 
upon particiitar parts of the coast of England, where they 
are allowed to remain some time previously to their being 
brought into the London market. The sum annually intro- 
duced by this fishery is supposed to amount to £20,000. 

The constant bustle occasioned by the sailing and return 
of the many vessels engaged, the necessary repairs they 
require, the various trades requisite to supply the wants of 
so numerous an assemblage of men^ cause the village of Go- 
rey,dDring the period of the fishing season, to exhibit a 
singular scene of busy life, and of active employment and 
industry. 

A strong contrast is afforded by the deserted appearance 
of Mont Orgueil Castle ; a noble monument of former dig. 
nity. This ancient ediSce is built upon a lofty rock, pro- 
jecting into the sea; and the majesty of its appearance ob- 
tained for it the present appropriate name, which is said to 
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IwTe been conCtrred b; the Duke of Ctarencet brother to 
Heniy the Fifth. When, or bj whom it wae origiiiBll; god- 
stracted, remaioH yet to be learnt Histary, however, proves 
it to have been a fortress of importance at bb early a period 
aa the reign of King John ; and it derives interest from 
having been a place of refuge to Charles the Second, when 
inexile, and of captivity to the memorable Pry ane. It is 
now falling into a state of decay ; no money is expended to 
repair or preserve it. But though much h&G suffered from 
time, much has remained perfect and uninjured; and the 
solidity of the building will long csuae the existence of 
sufficient to excite our interest and attention. 

The gentlemen's seats are not confined to the neighbour- 
hood of St. Helier's, but are scattered over the Island ; to 
most good, gardens and green-houses are attached. The 
chaumontelle pear arrives here at a degree of perfection in 
size and flavour that it no where reaches bat in this, and the 
neighbouring Island of Guernsey. It is highly esteemed 
and large prices are given for the choicest fruit, to be sent 
as presents, or for sale, to England. Nor are the soil and 
air less favorable to other garden produce ; the wall fruit 
is large and fine ; grapes ripen well under glass, without 
stove-heat j and the softness of the climate allows the free 
growth, in the open air, of many of those shrubi andllowers 
that require protection and warmth in most parts of England. 
The winters are mild, and commence late ; they are attended 
with a good deal of rain, and often with gales of wind, 
which occasionally blow with great violence from the south- 
west, the prevailing quarter during that season ; but snow 
seldom remains many days on the ground, and frost is rarely 
known to continue longer than is necessary to check prema- 
ture vegetation. It need scarcely be added that every spe- 
cies of corn,and all the artificial grasses grown by the English 
agriculturist, arrive here at perfection, and are produced in 
the greatest abundance ; " Funilit humo Jaulem mctam jut- 
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taiima telltu" The climate aeema also to be fsTontble to 
health ; the rate of mortality, taken throughout the Island, 
is not great, nor is it subject to any particular violent dic- 
orders. In the country panshei, especially St. Martia's, 
many reach a very advanced age ; but alai 1 it cannot now- 
be Baid of Jersey, as in the days of Camden, " there ia no 
bastDeas for phyaiciana." 

It appeara from the atatement of Quayle, irho vlaited the 
Island in the year 1817, aa an inspector for the Board of Agri- 
colture, that out of 30,580 acres, which is the exact extent 
at low water,34,000acreawere tbeninaatateofcnltivation, 
9000 were unincloaed, which he was inclined to think might 
be profitably farmed, and that the quantity of rock and land 
irreclaimably barren did not exceed SSO acrea, a amall pro- 
portion for the aize of the laland. The rest of the number 
comprised the very extensive sands of the numerona bays, 
only expoaed at ebb tide, the varioua roada, lanes, and paths, 
and the aitea of the towna, villages, &c. The buildings have 
conaiderably encroached since that period upon the cultiTt- 
ted aoil; but the land brought under husbandry has perhaps 
more than equalled the quantity taken from it ; and aa oa- 
pital, and the spirit of enterprize increase, the farmers will 
no doubt endeavour to render useful those apots which might 
at last be brought to yield a return. The largeat tract ex- 
isting here in a state of absolute barrenness is the Qnenraia, 
a waste of about 700 acrea, situated in thepariahes of St.Feter 
and St. Brelade ; it ia aaid to have been once more fertile 
than any other part of the Island, but is now deatitnte of 
wood or shelter of any sort, and completely over>blowD with 
aand raiaed from the ebore, about 300 yeara ago, by the vio* 
lence of a tempeat. Regarding the poaaibility of much 
of thia land being again brought into cultivation, different 
opinions exist ; perhapa the greatest obstacle is the expense 
which would attend it- By way of experiment, and of ex- 
citement to othera. General Don, when laeutenant Governor 
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of the Island, enclosed aboot twenty acres of the most bar- 
ren parts, and brought them into such a etate of cultivation 
as to produce potatoce, lucerne, and various other crops, 
and proved that the work might be accomplished to a greater 
extent, Hia method was to remove the sand from the sur- 
face, and to bring up the soil which bad been buried beneath 
it J this formed the heaviest expense attending the experi- 
ment, and cost about £10 a vergee, or £i% lOi. an acre. 
His example has not, however, as yet been fallowed, though 
the excellent roads now made across the Quenvaia, atTord 
facilities for improvement which the General did not enjoy> 
It has, perhaps, been ascertained that the produce raised 
would nevcrbeHufiicient topay for the expense of preparing 
the ground, unless somb cheaper means could be devited for 
doing so. 

But great as has heen the injury effected by storms in this 
deterioration of the soil, it is not the only proof of their 
power which this part of the Island has suffered. On this 
point the sea has materially gained upon the land, and no 
inconsiderable portion has been swept away by its encroach- 
ment. At a period "o* more remote than the end of the 
fourteenth, or the beginning of the fifteenth century, groves 
of oaks, and fertile meadows, occupied a part of St. Onen's 
bay, now overflowed by the waves ; end at some particular 
seasons of the year, when the tide recedes to a greater dis- 
tance than usual, the stems of trees, and the traces of habi- 
tations, are still observable. 

That the calamity was extensive, and the loss of property 
grent, does not rest upon conjecture : a record is still in 
existence granting to an inhabitant of the parish the privi- 
lege of feeding hisherdsof swine in the forest of St. Oucn's; 
and the following extract from a patent issued in the reign 
of Charles the First, gives many particulars of the district 
overwhelmed, and affords some information respecting tho 
proprietor of the greatest part of it, , i lol • 
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■ « The fief Morville and Robillard, being a part and par- 
« eel of tie fief St. Germain in the Island of Jeney, ap- 
" pertaiaed anciently to a gentleman of the name of John 
" Wallie; hia manor was situated on the same lief in the 
" valley and country of a village called I' Etacq, on the bor- 
** ders of the sea, and was called the manor of La Braquette, 
." near which there was a forest of oak and other large trees, 
" on the East, and to the Xorth of the said manor, which 
'* is now below high water mark. The said valley and mc- 
" nor have for many years been covered by the sea ; never- 
'* theleas, when the sen goes down there are stitl seen ruins 
" of the said manor : and after a tempest, and damage caused 
" by the sea, is found a quantity of large oak trees, where 
•* formerly was the said valley of I'Etacq. After the sea 
" had so over>run its bounds, the said Wallis retired to the 
" Parish of St. Laurens, in the said Island, where he built 
" acbfLteau now in ruins, which is called chateau Si. Ger- 
" main. Which chilteau and fief aforesaid, the successors 
" of Wallis possessed and enjoyed 'till it came to Jeffery 
<' Wallis, son of RoIIin, who engaged in the civil wars 
" against Edward the Fourth, of England, and was killed, 
" with the Earl of Warwick, at the battle of Barnet, on 
" Easter day, in the 10th year of the reign of the said king, 
" J4th ofv\pril 1471." 

The general, and almost only mode of manuring thegroand 
is by the use of a particular species of sea*weed, locally 
termed vraic The oldest existing records prove it to have 
been used and greatly esteemed from time immemorial ; 
and BO highly is it now prized and sought after, that its 
growth JB protected by the laws of the Island, which only 
permit its being cut from the rocks at one particular season 
of the year on the western, and at two different periods on 
the eastern codst, where it is found in the greatest quan- 
tities. Even the vraic which is thrown upon the beach is 
the subject of regulations, being portioned oat amongst the 
proprietors and occupiers of land, according to the extent 
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of their regpecltve estatM. Itiinied in different ways; 
being either ipread freih npon the groand> «nd dog or 
ploaghed in at once, or i* first allowed to decompose upon 
the iurface ; or else, having been burnt to ashes, i* in that 
state used as manure, particularlj when corn is to follow. 
In anystatejBnd need in any manner, it is highly beneficial to 
the toil, and seems to restore its strength, however exhaust- 
ed from repeated cropB, by its unctuous and saline proper, 
ties ; but the ashes are a more lasting manure than the fresh 
weed ; and th« poor after burning it during the winter us 
fuel in their cottages, for which purpose they dry it in tho 
Bun, are able to obtain, in exchange for eight measures of 
these ashes, one measure of wheat. To every soil, whether 
light or heavy, the vraic is applied and found serviceable ; 
and though neither lime or chalk is found in the Island, the 
want of them is not felt by the husbandman. 

The mode of agriculture, and manner of farming, differ in 
many respects from the systems followed in most parts of 
England, and the method practised has often been condemned 
as one long followed without any attenipt at improvement. 
It is however admitted, by many experienced persons, to be 
the best suited to the place. The peculiarities of the soil 
and climate require a particular method of culture, and sue* 
cession of crops ; and the small size of the estates renders 
the introduction of the machinery used in English hnsbandry, 
in most instances useless. Many of the English who 
have commenced farming according to their own methods, 
have at last come to the Island system, as, on the whole, 
answering better. The farmers, with the exception of 
those gentlemen who hold more considerable estates in their 
own hands, seldom employ any labourers on their lands ; the 
work is done by themselves and their family, the females 
taking a part. When any particular exertions are required, 
as when a field is to be ploughed, or a crop of potatoes to 
be dug up, they obtain the assistance of their neighboors. 
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who are ilways ready to atteitd with their carta and hones, 
■nd receive the same help themselves when (hej need it. 
The natives of the Island being moetl j in a state of inde- 
pendance, and posBesaing more or less property of theirowa, 
seldom work out for hire; the labourers employed by the 
gentlemen are mostly British or French, and the rate of 
wages is about twelve shillings a week. 

Very little care is bestowed, even by the richest farmers, 
on the appearance of their horses, harnesa, and carts ; the 
former are rough and untrlmmed, the traces and reins gene- 
rally of rope, and the collars frequently of straw ; the carts 
are clumsy and heavy, the wheels running loosely upon a 
long axle, that they may fit the ruU of the hye-roads and 
lanes. NeiUierdo they often shew much anxiety to improve 
the appearance of their farms by any kind of ornament; 
their great desire is to have their buildings substantial and 
in good condition, and they are consequently rarely allowed 
to fall out of repair ; while the out-houscs and walls about 
the premises are generally built as strongly, and kept as 
neatly as their dwellings. 

The native horses are small, and not remarkable for beau- 
ty, but have much to recommend them for agricultural pur- 
poses ; they are capable of bearing great fatigue, require 
but little attention, and possess great strength for their size. 

The Jersey cowB are so generally sought after, and are 
held in such high estimation, that little need be said in their 
praise. Dya singular misnoratr, they are almost universally 
called in Fnglaod, Alderney, or Guernsey cows. The 
breed on the three Tslands is very similar ; but the average 
number annually exported from Jersey alone exceeds 1,700, 
while (hose sent from the other Islands scarcely amount to 
one fifth of that number. When in the pastures they are 
tethered, by which means a waste of grasa Is prevented, and 
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a greater number of cattle can be kept on the tame exten^ 
than by any other mode ; and thej are aitppoaed to yield 
more milk tbaa when allowed to range nncon&ned. During 
the apple teason, when they are kept in orchards, their hetds 
are fastened down to their legs with a halter, to preTent 
their reaching the fruit, bj which the; are liable to be choked^ 
if Buch B precaution ieneglected. Whengraeaiaacarce they 
are fed with parsnipB and turnip). 

The Island sheep are of a breed not worthy of much en^ 
couragement. I'hey may, perhaps, be considered hardy; but 
the flesh is indifferent, the wool black and coarse, and of littl« 
value. The raanufacture of knit woollen stockiiiga, whicK 
was formerly one of the principal occupatioliB of persons of 
all ages, having been superceded by agiiculture, the flocks 
have decreased in number; and, probably, as they became of 
less importance, the quality of the sheep gndnally declined. 
They are certainly now of a. breed difTering materially from, 
the description afl'orded us by the early historians. Camdea 
in his work De Iniul. Brilan. mentions the number of the 
flocks, and notices the peculiarities of most of the aheep 
from their bearing four horns. '^ Terra gregibm abandal ; 
" ove* habet mtUtat, et ex eii plarimat qaalaor cornibat con- 
'* tpkuas." Falte affirms that the ewes had four horns, and 
the rams six ; " three of each side, one whereof bent for- 
" wards towards the nose, another backwards towards the 
" neck, and the third stood erected right upwards in.tb« 
*< midst of the other two." Out he adds that they were in his 
time become very rare. They are now altogether extinct 

Very IJllle game ie to be found : hares are more numerous 
than partridges, and' pheasants are not known. The red- 
legged partridge, which in size and brightness of plumage 
isRoperior to the grey partridge general in t;ngland, was 
formerly the common species; it is now rarely seen, and, 
probably, when met with, is a stray bird from the opposite 



cwast of France. Woodcocks and snipes are occaaionallj 
plentiful during the winter. 

Game laws of a very strict character are said to exist, but 
they are never enforced to (heir extent, and every body is 
permitted to Bhoot. By the original legislative acts, the 
Jurats, King's Officers, and I^ords of Manors where the only 
persons in the enjoyment of this privilege, and not till a late 
period, were other landed proprietors safTered to kill game 
on their own possessions only. 

The coast is frequented in the winter by many different 
species of sea-fowl ; amongst the number may be reckoned 
the Bernacle. 1'be fabulous origin of this bird seems as 
well here, as in other places, to have been credited till a late 
period, and its supposed growth from shells adhering to tim- 
ber long immersed in the sea implicitly believed. But this' 
is, perhaps, scarcely to be wonilered at : it was late, even 
among those possessing greater opportunities of research, 
before that which was so long imagined to spring up into a 
bird, was admitted to be in reality "a ahell-fish of a partiru- 
'* lar kiad,B species of multi valve, now known as the Pousse- 
« pieds of Wormiui and Lobel, and the Lepas Anatifera of 
« LinnxuB."* Moles and toads are very numerous, but 
the latter are perfectly harmless, and no venerooui rftptiles- 



Though agriculture appears in the early ages of the his- 
tory of the Island to hdve been nearly the principal occupa- 
tion of the inhabitants, and that upon which they mainly 
depended for Bubsiatence, yet at one period the maHufactiire 
of knit-worsted stockings was carried on to a gri^at extent, 
and was so celebrated and profitable, that laws wereenforced 
to prevent their being made of an inferior quality, to the 
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prejudice of their reputation ; an^ any merchant purchasing 
euch, was liable to a fine. But advaiitageoug aa the mann- 
factnre might have been in point of return, its tendency to 
withdraw the labouring classes from other employment wai 
found productive of evil ; it encouraged a system of compa- 
rative idleness, and eventually reduced many to want ; and 
BO averse did they become to hard labour, that it appears by 
an Act of the Court in 1608, that the farmers were unablo 
to cultivate their land, *' because numbers of hale and strong 
persons occupied themselves with knitting stockings, di^ 
daining labour," and a scarcity of corn enaned ; it was there- 
fore found uecesBary to compel all persons above the age of 
fifteen to assist the farmers in the harvest and vraicking 



But (hough the manufacture may be said still lo exist, 
yet it now exists only to supply a limited home consumption, 
and is carried on by females alone. It is the occupation of 
the old and infirm, and of many of the younger women du- 
ring their leisure hours, or while attending their stalls in the 
market; but it it no longer an article of trade, or an employ- 
ment which impedes agriculture, or withdraws the husband- 
man from the plough. 

The principal manufacture is that of elder, of which it 
has beenobservedthatlarge quantities are annually exported. 
Cordage, candlea, and soap, are also made for Island use 
and exportation, and some iron-founderies have been lately 
establitbed, one of which is considerable. 

There are several Banks, which issue their own notee, but 
none above the value of one pound. The Statea have had a 
silver coinage of three shilling and eight een-penny pieces ; 
but French, Spanish, and English money is also indiscrimi- 
nately received in circulation. The rate of exchange being 
in favor of Great Britain, an Bnglish shilling passes for 13d. 
and other coins in proportion. 



- Tbe reveaae ef tbe IslRnd ig aauiU, (or ita exigencies an 
Kot great. Tbe harbours «re k«pt in repair by the dues of 
anchorage, and an impot on spirits whi^ bas long been es- 
tablished f»r that purpose. The &r>t grant for this isapAt^ 
vbich was then one sous per pottle, wasinlSlfi, and wai. 
confirmed by Charles the 1st. ; but the distractitHM at the 
luDgdom prevented its receiving the authority of the great 
seal till 1646, when it was renewed by letters patent from 
Charles the %nd. The public reyenae is now «hie&y derived 
from a new imp&t upon wines and spirits, and from a sum 
paid on obtaining licences for opening publiohooses. 

The f»llnwing is the amount of the impdt or duty : 

On Portuguese, Spanish and Italian Wines, £i 10a. 
per pipe. 

- On French and Rhenish Wines, £1 10s. per pipe. 

On spirita, one shilling per gallon. 

A Pubiican who sells wines and spirits, pays annually for 
.bis licence £3 6s., and for selling spirits only, ^I 6e. 

The annual revenue of the Island, according to the ave- 
rage, may be thus computed. 

Duty on wines and spirits £7,000 

Licences on public houses 350 

Anchorsge and harbour dues, &c.J aitvt 
applied to the piara J ^''"" 



Sterling— £9,450 
■When any extraordinary or expensive works are undcr- 
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taken b; tha 8ut«i, tha; are generally paid for by the profits 
of a lottery. The military or high roads are kept in order 
by the different pariahes, each inhabitant poBSesBing a hone, 
oart, or carriage of anj description, contributing so many 
daje irorlt of a man, cart and horse, or giving a specified sum '■ 
in coromntation. But the States always assist when a new 
road is to be made, or any extensive improvement to be car- 
ried on. The various parochial improvements are met b; a 
rate levied on ihe proprietora of land and honses, itbd the 
amount is fixed in each parish by an assembly of its principal 
inhabitants. The payment of a certain amount of rate, vary- 
ing in th« different pariahea, gives the privilege of voting in 
these atserabliee : the highest amount required is in Saint- 
Helier's. 

The whole principle of taxation which is politic and just,'- 
•peaks its own praiae and requires no eulogy. The amount 
raised la triftmg, and no portion of it ia laid upon the nedes- 
aaries of life, or bears upon the wants of the poorer elusses. 
A state is happy, when its situation is such as to admit of 
this system, so conducive to the interest and welfare of its 
people, and to the increase and prosperity of its commei^e ; 
and which, adding to the enjoyment of the natural odvantageh 
of Jersey, causes it to be resorted to by strangers, and con- 
tributes to heighten that attachment to hia soil which is felt 
by every native. 
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CHAPTER THE SECOND. 
BMfri»al tMMieet of lA« itkmii. 



HK jrbo seeks mach historical infonDation respectiog tbs 
early perioda of Jersey, will seek it in vain : little notice, 
tliat is worthy of credit, exists reapectiag theae distant agea ; 
atid even the commencement of hiatarical record is obscured 
irith tradition and fable. There are fe\r annals, on which 
mncb reliance can he placed,of an earlier date than the snlv 
jugation of the Island by Julius Cesar. It remained nnder 
Ae Romans till the end of the fifth century, vho then no 
longer possessing their former power, were nnable to pr*> 
serve it when opposed by the barbsrlaa but warlike forcea 
«f the Francs. It continued in the possession of this peopls 
during a long series of years, when it was Bgain destined to 
be placed under the control of a different government. 

About the year 837, the Normans, a savage and adventu* 
roua race, quitting their bleak country for the smiling plains 
of more Southern Kurope, commenced ravaging the western 
coaet of France, and not unfrequently attacked Jersey and 
the neighbouring Islands. Possessing deterroioed and daring 
bravery, and by no means destitute of policy or prudence, 
they were univerBally successful ; and their confidence in- 
«reaBing with the feebleness of their opponents, they pene- 
-trated into the heart of France, and determined upon ob- 
taining by force a permanent settlement. 
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Fiarce and barbaroui in thfiir habits, tfiey entertained bat 
tittle reipect for the rights of humanity ; and so great wa» 
the terror exched by tbeir approach, that, after their excur- 
Bioiw had been inefTectnall; resisted for a period of seventy 
years, Charlet the Stmple was compelled to purchase a free* 
dnm from their ho«tilitieB,bjthe offer of conceding a part of 
Ilia daminiona. 

Rollo, their leader, willingly acceded to so favorable a 
treaty, and was inveat*d with the Dukedom of a considerable 
part of Neiutria, which was then separated from the kingdom 
of France, and obtained the appellation of Normandy. 
Jersey aad the adjacent lalands were included in the atipi)- ~ 
latioa ; and, ^atthe union between thecontractioj parties. 
might be mere closely cemented, Charles permitted the, 
Norman to eipouie his daaghter Gisia, on embracing chris- 
tianity^ to which, from his subsequent conduct, we may sup- 
pose him to haye been a sincere convert. 

RdUo, thaugh his power wu obtained by violence and- 
bloOid, was now willing to sheath hts aword, and frame the. 
establish me nt of a peaceable government ; and having exci- 
ted fear as a powerful, warrior, was desirous of conciliating 
tove bjthe mildness and equity of his rule. His persuasion 
gradually conv^ing hia followers to the religion be had 
adopted, the ferocity of their disposition was restrained, and 
ci?it)sation. succeeded the manners of rude and savage life, by 
the introdnction otChriatiantt; ; and thui;, one is added to 
the many historical evidences of the power of the Gospel tq 
humanize the habit«, as it influences the heart. 

The immediate Buccessora of Rollo in his possessions and 
authority, appear to have inherited much of his wisdom for 
civil government, of his leal for the religious improvement 
of his subjects, and of his ability (or war ; but were content 
to repel the incursioQs of othersj witliOHt seeking to extend 
their territories. > - , , 



Bat more active Bc«n6f were at leogtb to be exkibited. 
William, suroained the Conqaeror,WH> the seventh Oake of 
Normand;, and only son of Robert the Magnificent Withr 
a frame of body roboBt and active, he. potawaed a vigorone ; 
and noble mind ; and his ambition, which wu bonndleaa,. 
did not allow him to feel utialied with the negative glorj of 
retaining his own poawMions. Bnt tbe opposition that waa 
raised to his succession, on account of hts illogitimacj', ren- 
dered even this, a matter of diffiuilty. The principal Lord* 
rose in arms against him. Heniy of France, who we may. 
readily suppose to have much regratted that his Ungdonr 
ehould be dismembered of so fine a provinpe aa Normandy^ 
glsdly seized the opportunity of carrying bis arms against 
William. But the vigorous conduct of the yoathfal Di&e, 
on his obtaining the reins of government, repelled the inva- 
ders, quieted the opposition of hia. subjects,, jwd aocored a 
tranquillity which allowed htm to put in forc« Uie view* 
and objects of his exhorbitant ambition. ~ 

Asserting that he had been appointed by Edward ib» 
Confessor, successor to his throne and doBilnJons, Witlian 
laidclsim to the sovereignty of England. Withw^at jnitic* 
the demand was made cannot now be determined. The 
right was not acknowledged by Harold, who refused to mn^ 
render the throne ; and the impetuous Norman preparedto 
enforce obedience by the sword. He speedily raised a nn- 
^merousand complete army. The age was one of <^VBlroua. 
adventure, and all who longed after military fame ecgetly 
enlisted themselves under a leader so renownedLfor his.vio. 
tories. A descent was made on the coast of Snisex, and'the 
.decisive battle of Hastings, and the death of Harold, nnitfed 
England and the Norman possessions under one Sovereign. 

From this perio^> with the aingle exception of a short 
space during whi<ih Robert, son of William the Conqueror, 
Jield Normandy aaa separate dukadomj the Island of Jeraey 
baa been attached to the British dominions. 
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Henry kavtng, bj vaAqnMiRg M« brottt^r' R*b«rt, ob- 
t&iaid the cootnted Docb; of Nonn&ndy, ag&in reunited it 
Kith Eagtand ; snd lh«M exteMive dominions continncd 
nndlvided under one anthorily, till the etlanitouB reign of 
Jtho, whea of ell tho Normen poneBMona, Hie InlendB elone 
oontinued onder the BngKah monerehj. 

Jehn aaccsded the threvte embarraated by few difficulties, 
and with lUtle«ppoaition to encounter ; but tiie tnrbulence 
of Ae tinee, and his own mlicondiict aoon involved him in 
dlipdlei aad warhro, which he had neither pradeace to 
•Toid, er ability to conduct. 

The prelenrioai of Arthur to the English trone were es- 
penaed by Philip of France, vbo, eager to perplex John, 
Bud BMbitlouB of «tripping him of his transmarine proTinces, 
faiKedlately ctHBBeneed hofltilities. War was carried on by 
both partiea with great animosity, but fluctuating sacceas. 
At length Arthar andhis mother ConBtantia,haTing probably 
hut little confidence in the sincerity of the French king^ 
vhose intriguing oharaeter excited a suspicion that he con- 
dacted ^o war with a wew to his own ultimate advantage, 
testored the provinees which bad revolted from John to 
anppott their cause, placed theBselves in his power, and ac- 
knowledged his right to the sovereignty, by doing homage 
fbi the Dntctky of Britaany. Philip thinking he had but 
HttU chanoe of soeceeding agsipat the English Monarch, 
whose powers were now united, and having no longer a plea 
io continue the war which was nominally begun to assist 
Arthur, aftot mnch deKberation concluded a treaty : and so 
eleie as alliance was entered into, that John hoped to pre- 
vetttall future controversy with France. 

Bnt these amicable arrangements existed only for a short 
period- The general meanness of John's conduct soon ex- 
cited thfrdisewitent of hienoWe*; and the illegality of hia 
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eipooBid 4f lealjflllsr «)to wu cvri«4 9ff fram .(b« Count de^ 
La Marche, to vhgm iitt was already married} serred to in-. 
crease the odiunii sufficiently ejicited by hi* srbttru7 ipe»* 
suree- The injured hushand wu not plow in his endeavoart 
to les^at thi) violence j and stirred up logenernl an inaar- 
rection, that the king was obliged to repair to Nornaadr* 
and strive to repreas it- But bis enemies, who hated his tj^ 
ranny, despised hia weakneaa ; and hit prasence neither 
served to discoorago or intinidate them- Philipj fore- 
seeing the adimtage that night accrue to him from fiapent- 
■Bg these disaentioni, williuglj earned the cause of the 
insurgents. ^ 

At this period jonng Arthur, who aoon perceived that 
whatever treachery he had reason to dread from the French 
Itfonarcb, he jet must place still' weaker reliance on the fi- 
delity and honour of John, fied from hi« uucle. 8»d agaia 
returned tp Philipt by whom he was received with at least 
ap^iarept cordiality and respect Cut misfortune naifonnly 
attended him through his short life ; having advanced with 
an iutofficient force, he was taken prisoiier by John, who 
added to hia many crimes by the marder of bU nephew. 



The abhorrence excited by this proceeding, withdrew 
from tlieir allegiance many that had before supported the 
king ; a>)d Fhi|ip, taking advantage of the popular disaffec- 
tion, aud Joho's indolence, continued his operations with 
such success and activity, that he quickly expelled bimfram 
his French provinces, and obtained possession qf Normandy, 
after one hundred and thirty seven years had elapsed since 
it was connected with England by William the conqueror, 
and upwards of three hundred siqce it was conceded by 
Charles tbe Simple to Rollo. 

But though Philip was thus able to subdue and seize 
John's continental poseeesjoQS, Jersey and the neigbbour- 



33 

ing Ifllanda remained incanquered. The defenceUiB itata 
of their coasts offered to tbe enemy the prospect of a speedj 
and easj victory. Jersey, not tiaving at that time aiiy for- 
tresaea capable of much resistance, except the caatlei of 
Gronn and Mont-Orgueil, then called Gouray Castle, was 
I^articularly unguarded, and exposed to an enemy. The 
forces of Philip effected a ready landing, but were attacked 
'v^ith such resolution and bravery, that, after having suffered 
a considerable loss, they were compelled to retire with the 
greatest precipitation. Unwilling however that forc«« ac- 
enstomed to conquer should be thus repulsed, the French 
Monarch again cauatd tbe Island to be attacked by numbers 
still more formidable ; but the result was equally unsuc- 
cessful. 

The courage and the loyalty thus displayed by the Is- 
landers seem to have roused John from his indolence and 
tnactivity. He immediately sent over succours to their as- 
sistance, and in person visited Jersey to increase their con- 
fidence, and reward their fidelity. However he might be 
wanting in gratitude to others, to the Islanders he was pro- 
fuse in his liberality ; however careless he might be found 
of the general defence of his kingdom, to the protection of 
Jeraey he was attentive and vigilant He repaired the cas- 
tles and erected fortifications. Nor was the civil condition 
of the Island neglected. He conceded to the inhabitants 
many extensive and valuable immunities, and framed a body 
of Constitutions which is tbe foundation of almost all the 
privileges which have been granted at subsequent periods. 

The separation of Jersey from N'ormandy was now com- 
plete, and its attachment to the British dominions rendered 
firmer and more secure by John's care and regard. His ty- 
ranny and deceit were here unpractised, and the histonaa 
of Jersey though he may detest his character, is yet pre- 
vented by gratitude from b^ng altogether silent in his praise. 
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DariRgthe long reign of Heilry the Third, the Island 
thougb nenaced with invasion was not attaclced. But this 
traoquillitf vas interrupted during tke reign of Ed w&rd Ute 
First, when the French again bent the force of their hosti- 
lity against Jersey. Though far superior in nunibtra, they 
were at length repulsed by the inhabitants^ vbo anffered 
themselves considerable loss. But theif bmvery was Dot 
unacknowledged or unrewarded by the English Monarch. 
A provision was granted to the widows of those who hod 
fallen in defence of their country, and gratifications were 
liberally distributed to the survivors. 

Edward the second, by his marriage with Isabella,waB too 
closely connected with the tbrona of France to fear invasion 
from that power, and Jersey during the whole of his reign 
was andisturbed by a foreign enemy. But his incapacity 
and the unjust administration of aff^rs, were productive of 
consequences scarcely less grievous. Th« privileges of the 
Island were openly violated j private property was pilUged ; 
and the immunities which had been previously granted, 
were either revolted or disregarded. The whole system of 
judicial procedure was suppressed or abolished; innovations 
andinjuries were practised and unredressed. The sceptre 
was wielded by a feeble monarch, who, unfit and unwilling 
to bear tbe weight of authority, sulTered himself to be go- 
verned by the caprice of favorites, imprudently chosen, yet 
obstinately supported ; and was led by them into tbe exerr 
tion of arbitrary power. Bnt the age was not one of sub- 
mission or forbearance ; oppression was not to be borne by 
those haughty snbjects, who conid but ill endure the nam* 
of dependance ; and his weakness and infatuation deprived 
him of his throne, and shortly after of his life. 

Edward the Third relieved the Island from the oppres- 
sions under which it groaned, but rendered it tbe stage of 
fraqnent warfure and contention. His claim to the throne 
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of France, however arrogantlj advanced, wanUd tk« com- 
ptexion of justice, and involved the two nations in f^om 
protracted diSerencea, which fill the page of History with 
the recital of bo many brilliant Bchievemeotv. 

Philip de Valois, desirona of coafining Gdw&rd to defen- 
sive operations, equipped with celerity a. powerful fleet, uid 
attacked the Islands with so overwhelming a force, tliat 
Guernsey, however bravely defended, was compelled to 
snbinib Jersey was asniled with equal impetuosity, but 
less prosperous result 

' The invaders esperienced a d-efeat before Gorey CastUj 
which they invested, and were compelled to retire, but did 
not grant to their opponents an easy victory- Many of the ■ 
Uanders frll in the defence, and among the nnmber, DrogO' 
de Barentia, the governor of the Castle. 

Edward was quick in revenging himself upon the enemy 
Eor the ravages they had committed, and the injuries they 
had done him. He fitted out a large fleet, determined to 
contend for naval superiority, and to invade, in his turn^ 
the territories of I'hilip. The two powers engaged (tt sea, 
and the French experienced a signal defeat. The slaughter 
was immense, and nearly their whole fleet was taken or des- 
troyed. This decisive victory, which added such lustre to 
the arms of Edward, afforded an opportunity for the reco- 
very of Guernsey. A fleet, under the command ^f Reynold 
de Cobham and Jeffrey de Harcourt, assisted by the per- 
sonal aid of many of the principal inhabitants of Jersey, and 
ft contribution of 6,400 marks from the Island, recaptured 
Guernsey, after it had been for three years in the posses 
eion of the French. 

After a long series of triumphs and success had attended 
the arms of Edward, a trexty was concluded between the 
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oouUndiAg nations, snd Jeraey was freedfrom the Coiutmt 
dread of invasion. But this slamber of warfare was soon to 
be disturbed. The sceptre of France was at length borne 
bf a more vigorous hand. Charles, surnamed Le Sage, Vho 
filled the throne, disliked the terms of the peace, and find- 
ing that bis power was increased by the ill health and tafir- 
mities of the Black Prince, the advanced age of the English 
King, and the discontented state of the provinces which 
had been ceded to him, infringed the treaty, and in cou' 
■equence, brought on a war 

The French, on the renewal of hostilities, did not allow ' - 
the Island of Jersey to remain long without feeling their 
power. Du Guesclin, the Constable of Prance, a man of 
the greatest renown and uniform success, attacked the Is- 
land with a force of ten thousand chosen men, amongst ' 
whom was the Duke of Bourbon. Their landing, which 
it would have been vain to resist, was not disputed, and 
they laid siege to Gorej Castle. The fortress was impe- 
tuously aasHulted, and defended with equal resolution. Th« 
besiegers were an army flushed with former success, and 
commanded by the moat illnstrioua leader of the age : the 
besieged were stimulated to the firmest resistance by ancient 
animosity, and the dread of suffering a foreign yoke. The 
contest, though unequal, was long protracted, and it was at 
last agreed, by a mutual convention, that the Castle, if not 
relieved by. a certain period, should be surrendered to the 
French. The succours seasonably arrived ; and Du Gues- 
cUn, desisting from further operations, broke up the siege. ' 

The regular garrison of this Castle and their pay in the 
fifUenth year of Edward's reign, is thus recounted by Falle. 

Henry de la More, Lieutenant of the Castle of G'urry, per 
diem twelve pence sterling. 

Six men at arms, tweWe pence sterling per day. 



Six other men Bt knn'i at bU pence sterling per Akf. 
0>e hundrefl ardien, at three pence alerting per day. 

Fierce &■ w«> the contention between the crowns of 
France asd England, dnricg the early period ef Richard the 
Second's reign, yet Jersey was uDtaoleited, 'I'hia tranquil- 
lity waa confirmed by a trace for 35 years, which waa at last 
eatabliflhed between the two monarch^, wearied of nnceaBii^ 
strnggLea, which, owing to the weakness of both parties, 
were unproductive of decisive advantages. So earnest was 
Richard to cement a permanent union, that he consented 
to affiance Isabella, daughter of the French King, though 
her seventh year was scarcely conpleted. 

The deposition and mnrder of the nnfortUnate Richard, 
fend the illegality of the accession of Henry the 4th to the 
crown, loon rendered him an object of hatred to hia sub- 
jects, and excited the anger and resentment of Charles the 
Sixth of France, who was only prevented by the feebleness 
of his health, from breaking off all amicable communication, 
and retaliating upon Henry for the injuries inHIcted on his 
son-in-law. But though the truce waa for the moat part 
nominally adhered to, yet frequent incursions were made by 
the French un the shores of England, and Jersey was not 
free from this hostility. The enemy descended in consider- 
able force, andbytheir depredations seriouBly distressed the 
inhabitants, and laid waste the country by fire and sword. 
The reduction of the castles was not attempted ; their 
strength was too coBMderahle to be willmgly encountered 
by those who merely landed to harass and molest the inha- 
bitants, without hope of subduing the Island, or intention 
of hazarding a regular engagement. 

But the power of France was soon to receive a formidable 
check. On the death of Henry the Fourth of England, his 
eon, whoracceededto the tiirone, qnickly disclosed hisdis- 
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like to all pacific moaanres, and hia ability 'for conducting 
war. The attacks ofan ODCortanate.malad/freqnentljren- 
dcredtho FrendiHoaaroh incapeUe of buainem; and the 
Gonfiuion which reigned in- his kingdom, from rival and con- 
tending. intereats, offered opportnnitiea of retaliation and 
aggrandixement, not oreflooked bj the young and high spi- 
rited Henrj the Fifth. He proposed a perpetual peace with 
France ; but offered terms, so exorbitant in their nature, that 
he could scarcely expect them to. be accepted, and exacted 
as the price of hia friendship such extensive concessions of 
territory, that ranch as Charles dreaded the power of his ad- 
ver»ary,he fejt unwilling, and was, perhaps, unable to com- 
ply with the proposed arrangement. He in turn offered con- 
ditions which, tfaoDgh submissive, were rejected with dis- 
dain by the impetuous Henry, who commenced preparations 
for immediate war. 

The success of his arms is too well known to require 
comment ; and the Island, though of the greatest service to 
the English, particularly as affording shelter to the fleets in 
attendance npon the army, was unassailed during his reign. 
The enemy, unable to preserve their own possessions, felt 
little inclination to invade the territories of others ; and 
distracted by opposing factions, and overwhelmed by Henry's 
victorious troops, found all the power they could exert in- 
fiufficient for their own protection. But their situation was 
gradually changed by the death of Henry, and of his feeble 
opponent CharlcB. 

Henry the Sixth, when the English crown devolved upon 
him by the death of his father, was yet in his infancy, and 
(he regal authority was committed to the Duke of Bedford, 
as Gnardien of the Kingdom ; a nobleman well qualified by 
his charai;ter for so important a trust. Directing forces ac- 
customed to conquest and habituated to his command, the 
superiority of his situation over that of the French King was 
commanding and powerful. i C_aXHi|t: 
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But Charlea tb« Seventli, who now bore th« sceptre of 
1 'rauce, was no coDtenptibte opponent. With a. courageous 
disposition, he possessed the talent of discriminating jastly, 
and of conciliating to himself the divided affection of hie sub* 
j«cts. Though at first nnancceasful, and foiled in all his mi- 
litai'; operations, jet by prudence and good fortnne, be at 
iHsl retrieved the aitnation of France, recovered her terri- 
tories that had been subdued by England, and restored her 
to that power which Jersey had afterwards reason to lament- 
It now fell to the !ut of England to be distracted hj in- 
tcHtine animosities^ and to feel the misery of popular discon- 
tent and rebellion. Henry being weak in disposition, and 
unable to contend with his opposers, a prospect was opened 
nf disputing with success his right to the crown ; and thos* 
dUscntions arose between the boasesof York and Lancaster^ 
whicb deluged England with her noblest blood. 

The throne was claimed by the Dnke of York, as bis right 
by lineal descent from ]<ionel, Duke of Clarence, third son 
■>f tldward the Third ; and he demanded that, however the 
order of succession had been variously interrupted, it should 
)io longer be violated to his prejudice and exclusion. Both 
parties had recourse to anns. Henry was unpopular : the 
J.^uke of York was as much esteemed for his personal valour, 
Its the. king waa despised for his weakness and inactivity. 
Hut theqoeen, Margaret of Anjou, daughter of R£ni, King 
of Sicily, and niece to the Queen of France, though she con-' 
tributed much to increase the hostility against her husband, 
by tlie haughtiness of her conduct, and the absolute authorilj 
wliicli sheexerciaed, yet deserves admiration for the enerjiy 
ivhich she displayed in defence of the king, and in support of 
a. declining cause. She was endowed with a singular de^ee 
of firmness and courage, and with a masculine temperament 
nf mind. No misfortune seemed to daunt, or accident to dis- 
v-ourage her. Her intrepidity never allowed herto yield to 
temporary disaster ; and her perseverance never sunk under 
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continued oppoBitioa. She headed the amies : ahe shared 
tbeif defeats or triumphs. But her exertiaiu to oppote the 
faction were ineffectual) and she was at last reduced to the 
greatest extremitiea ; the king was deposed, and the crown 
placed on Edward the Fourth. Nothing remained but to 
negociate with the king of France for succours and auxi- 
liaries; and Margaret, from her near connection with Lewis 
the Eleventh, thonght herself certdn of obtaining his assis- 
tance, But peace with England was too productive of ad- 
vantage for the French Monarch rash); to engage in a war- 
fare, which might endanger the security of those territories 
which had been retaken hj bis father Charles the Seventh, 
and of which he was now in undisputed possessioo. 

But however be was disinclined openly to espouse her 
cause, be was not unwilliog secretly to render her assis- 
tance, and permitt«d a negociation with Peter de Brez4, 
Connt de Maulevrier, a powerfal and distinguished noble- 
man of Normandy, who offered to advance with two thou- 
Band men to the assistance of the Qaeen, on condition of 
having Jersey, and the adjacent Islands delivered up to 
him, and rendered independent of the power of England; 
The queen, however anreasonable the recompense might 
have been considered for the servlcea he engaged to ])er- 
form, was not in a situation to refuse aid at whatever price 
it was to be purchas^ and did not hesitate to accede to his 
conditions. Surdeyal, a Norman, was aoeordiagly sent with 
forces by De Br^i4, to take possession of Jersey, and the 
commander of Mont Orgneil castle, who was a Lancastrian, 
had received instmctions from the queen to surrender it lo 
the agent of Maulevrier. The castle, according to a previous 
arrangement, was attacked on a particular night, the com- 
mander was taken in his bed, and the garrison, as if surprised 
^nd unprepared for resistance, immediately snbroitted. 

ThoDgh much was obtained by its capture, yet much still 
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remnined to be accompHahed. Hie teat of the IgUnd wft» 
to be overcome, and the poBsesaion of it disputed with men 
inBamed bj cesentment, and rendered deipente by their 
sitnadoD. MauUvrier haviag foiled ia rendering mach es* 
sential Btrvlce to Margaret, speedily arrived io the iBluidj 
uid ia vain attempted either to sooth or force them into 
subjection. Headed bj their brave conntryman Philip T>e 
Carteret, they raeisted his progress in to determined a man- 
ner, that in tie period of six years, one half only of the la. 
land was reduced bj Maulevrier. 

At the expiration of that tlma, Edward the Fourth, hav 
ing obtained undisputed pasaesaion ofhia throne, broke off 
all amicable connection with the oourt of France, and the 
relief of Jerseji soon followed. A powerful fleet having ar- 
rived at Guemaey under the cmnmand of Sir Richard Har* 
liston, the ViceAdminLof England De Carteret procured 
meaaaofinfanaing'him of tbe sitKatitm of the Islandj and 
requested his assistance i^ freeing it from the eaemy. The 
two commanders obtaining » conference, decided upon 
making a sndden and ainultanebas attack. The Castle was, 
tiierefore,' on the appointed ni^t attentty tnveated by the 
foroea of DeCartsret;aBdHarliaton, arrwing with his fleet, 
cut off all comraunicaUon between Maulevrie rand N'onnandyt 
The enemy, thus surrounded, were deprived of the power of 
retrratiug, and little hope remained of keeping posseision 
by force ; after an ineffectual, but despemte resistance) they 
were finally compelled to yield on capitnlation. 

During the siege & cariotu endeavour was made by the 
French to send inlomation of their condition, and to obtain 
relief from Normandy. Two boats were ordered to be 
built, one in so coospicuoua a situation a» to attract the at- 
tention of their opponents, the other carefully concealed 
from their view. Tbe men who were employed in making 
these boats, to avoid the discovery of the atiatagem, worked 
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to exactly together, Ukd the stroket of their hunmera fell 
with an accuracy of time bo carefully observed, that no su8- 
picioii WB9 excited ia the besiegers of the intention of thek 
adTersaries. The boat which was conceded was soon pie- 
pared, vhile the completion of that ostentatiously exhibited, 
appeared to be still the object of iadustrions exertion. And 
it was hoped by the besieged that from the unsuspecting slatK 
of the Islanders, and the temerity of the enterprise, the boat, 
when finished, might be lowered into the watier, and elude 
the vigilance of the fieet. 

That the stratagem woald have succeeded, and the boat 
have passed unnoticed can scarcely be doubted, had not an 
Islander, whom (he French in an inauspicious moment com- 
pelled to assrst them, shot an arrow into the camp, to which 
was attached an intimation of the intended plan, and a dis- 
ctosnre of the night appointed for the departure of the t«ss«T. 

The Islander^ thus aware of the stratagem, were not ne- 
gligent in their endeavonrs to prevent its inceess. The 
boat was intercepted, and all hopes were destroyed in the 
French of receiving the succour they required. 

The spirited conduct displayed during the siege, and the 
long resistance opposed to so powerful an enemy by the in- 
habitants of Jersey, was not unnoticed or denied its reward. 
They obtained fresh privileges as a remuneration for the 
losses they had suffered ; and Harliston was invested with 
the government of the Island, and was the last on whom the 
authority was conferred under the title of Captain in Chief. 

Jersey now experienced a. long cessation from war, which 
continued until after the accession of Edward the Sixth to 
the throne. The intermediate reigns, so eventful to I^n- 
gland, produced no foreign violence to be endured by the 
inhabitants of Jersey, or hostilities to be suffered by them. 
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Bat it miut Im m:onl«d UMit Benrjr theSeventit, w4io, 
wh«n Duke of Richaoiwl, wu oompAlled to fly before the 
p»w«r of his enemies, fsood a safe's^lnm id Jcraej-, until 
■n opportwiity wm granted kira of obtaining Braecore re- 
treat to France, Banng experienced the zeal and attach' 
■ent of tiie iohftbittntt, he ma not nnnuidfia of htsobli- 
gctiona.; and on saeceedin'g to the regal- an thoritj', enlarged 
the original (AurterjBBA conferred on the lalmdiflany addi> 
tionallmnwiuUeow 

Nor ahonld it remaui untold that mnch was anffered du- 
ring the rei^ of Henry the Kghth fh« prtrcte feada, and 
tton the oppKuion of arbitrary rulers, which rendered even 
* piofonndpeaoe ft* weariiome Bsa period oCwarfcre. 

The effii>rta of the French to obtain pocsesKon of Jeriey 
and the neighbonring ]sland^ were repeated- during the 
reign of Edward the Sixth. A numeroua fieet nnder Oie 
command of Stroiri bore down upon Jerwy, and a descent 
was made in- Boaley Bay ; tait the enemy, upon landing, 
wereso fiepcefty ifttack«d, Aat they were compsltod to retire 
with haste to their wasels, having experienced a loss of a 
thousand men. 

The little Island of Sarif had however been previonsty 
taken, and: was not recirrar«d: froi» the invaders until the 
reign of Mary, when some Flemings^ aobjects of her hue- 
band Philip, by a curions slrat«gem obt&ined a landing and 
overpoifered the French; 

The circumstances of its recapture are thus related by 
the celebrated Sh- Walter Raleigh, who waefora »hoit time 
governor »f Jersey; andit^ singularity of flie story will b» 
considered aa a sufBcient apology tar itft inaction. 

" The Island of Sark, joining ta Gnemsey, and of that 
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« goTernment, wu in- Qusen Mary'a timfe • sarprized bjr 
" the French, and couU never have been recovered again 
^ by strong hand, having cattle and carn^e«ough n{Mia the 
*' place to feed so many men as will lerve to defend it, 
" and being, everj wbj aa inacceBaible that it might be held 
" againitthe Great Turk; yet bj tlie indnstiy of a. gen* 
^ tlemaa of the Netherlands, it waa in this sort regained. 
*' He anchored in the road with one ship, and paetendtng 
" the death of his merchant, besought the French that 
« they might bnrj their merchant in hallowed ground, and 
^ Intheehapel of that Isle; offerings presentto the French 
*' of sooh conunoditiea as they bad aboard. Wbareto (wUii 
•' conditioa tiiat they should not come aahore witK any 
" weapon, not so much as with a knife) the French yielded. 
*< Then did the Flemings pnt a coffin into their boat, not 
*' filled with a dead camus, bat with swords, targets and 
" harqoebiuses. The French received them at their buid* 
'* ing, and searched every one of them bo oarrowly db they 
** conld not hide a pen-IuUfe, gave them leave to dnw thaii 
^ coffin np the rocks with great difficulty. Some part of 
*f the French. t4>ok tba Flemish boalj and rowed aboard 
*( their ship to fetck the comrnoditiea promised' and what 
^ else tbey pleased, but being entered, they wtn taken 
<< and bound. The Flemings on the Imd, whan the; had 
" carried their coffin into the chapel, shut the door to them, 
"- and taking theijc weapons ont of the coffin set upon die 
** French ; they run to the cliff, and cry to their compa- 
" nittQS aboard the Fleming to come to their enccour. But 
'^ finding the boat charged with Flemings, yieldied them- 
*' selves aod the place." (Uittory qf the Worldt JPart I. 
Book IV. Ott^. U.} 

The long reign of Eliiabeth wai a period of tranquillity 
and happinesB to the inhabitants of Jersey. The universal 

■Edward ihe SJatb't time. 
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attention flhe paid to Uie wants of her subjects, and the 
power and protperit; of her kingdom were shared and par- 
ticipated in b>r the Islanders. The castle was erected 
which bexTS her name, and the Island of Sark was giv«n 
to I'hilip De Carteret, Seigneur of St. Ouen, as a reward 
for the steady loyaltr which had ever distingnished the fa- 
roily, and for the serricea they had so frequently rendered 
to their King and Country. 

James succeeded to the qniel posseteion of his crown, 
free from foreign and domestic tronbles ; averse from war, 
and devoid of ambition, he had no wish to extend his domi- 
nions by conquest or intrigue, and was able to enjoy a 
peaceful reign. 

Under him the Island continued in tranquillity ; and he 
demonstrated his regard by an attention to his religions in< 
terests, by inducing a conformity to the Church of England, 
and framing its present ecclesiastical constitution. 

But this prosperity, and these pacific times, were not. 
(o extend beyond the life of James. A more turbulent age 
was about to be entered on, and far different scenes were 
soon to be exhibited. 

Charles ascended the throne, and began a reign as auspi- 
cious in its commencement, as its conclusion was unhappy. 
His kingdom was prosperous ; his right of succession un- 
questioned ; and hia alliance with France, by bis espousal 
of Henrietta, ought to have secured him the friendship of 
that court. But political difficulties, many of which were 
unavoidable, and many aggravated by his own obstinacy and 
misconduct, soon clouded the prospect of happiness. 

An undue reliance on the sincerity of hie favorites, whom 
he supported with the greatest pertinacity, involved Charles 
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fn nany difficulties, and wu the original Bonrce of much 
popotar dissattabction. Notwithstanding his connection 
with Franoc, and the impolicy of a rupture with so potent 
a court, when his Bubjects were discontented, and many 
forsigir powers in an attitude of opposition, he was persua- 
ded -by ^e arrogant Buckingham to sacrifice the alliance, 
fend with a wantonness, tha injustice of which could only 
beeqaolled by its imprudence, to commence aggressive hos- 
tlUttea. A fleet was prepared, the cMnmand entrusted to 
die fkvorite, and s descent was made on the Isle of Rhe ; 
bnt th« iBTuders were coinpelled to retire with tarnished 
konor and severe Iosb> 

An expedition so anaoccessful and so in^orioua, tend«d 
only to heighten the unireraal discontent, and to irritate 
Uie eaem.y. A retaliation was determined on, and prepara- 
tions made, to annoy England by attacking tiia coast, ai 
well as Jersey and the neighboufing Islands. 

Charlaa waa not^. however, unmindful of their defence. 
The Earl of Oanby waa immediately dispatched with suo- 
couraand auxiliaries. Elizabeth Cattle waa increased and 
stretigtheaed, and no expense was spared to render the !•• 
lands, able to effect a resistance. The Frenoh, aware ot 
Uie extensive preparations, and the determined resletance 
they were likely to experience, were deterred from striking 
the meditated blow; and Charles, coinpeiled to paeifio nea* 
Binres l>j kia necessitous condition, and, from the death of 
Buckingham, no longer goaded onto wanton hostility, soon 
arranged the stipulations of a satisfactory peace. 

The time now arrived when the kingdom was divided by 
faction, and distracted by rebellious dlssentions, which de- 
luged it with blood. But that disafieotion which ran with 
»a sada rapidity over the greatest part of England, was in 
Jersey but partially felt and quickly suppressed, and many 
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of those whose better feelinga were for a while opented on 
hjf the clamour and theories of the times, soon returaed to 
their allegiance and duty. That some were infected with 
the rebellioaa principles which so generatlj pervaded the 
rest of the dominions of Charles, it would be in vain to 
deny and useless to conceal, and should be recorded bj 
him who wishes to deliver, what all candid readers must 
hope to find, an impartial hislory. But it must be added 
in justice, that the specious doctrines of the day were una* 
ble to withdraw the majority of the Islanders from the wp* 
port of the authority of their Sovereign, or recoocile .them 
to the rebellious temperament of the age { and it will not 
be uninteresting to trace the progress of the disaffection, 
and observe the reaction of sentiment which followed. 

. In the year 1S4%, the ParliamentBrlans, whose power 
then assumed an unlimited intolerance, diipatched* com- 
mission ordering their adherents to seize Sir Peter Osbornej 
governor of the Island of Guernsey; and as he resisted 
them, Castle Comet, where he resided, was immediately 
besieged. At the same time Commissioners arrived at Jer- 
sey with similar authority, and orders to seiie Sir Philip 
JJe Carteret, that he might be sent to England, and the 
island and Castles withdrawn from hit government and pla* 
ced under their control. De Carteret, having fortunately 
obtained information of this design, eluded the grasp of the 
Commissioners by immediately retiring to Elizabeth Castle, 
where he was besieged by the disaffected population, who 
were stimulated into insurrection by the agents of the Par> 
liament, some of the clergy, and, what will he read with 
regret, not less encouraged by the Dean of tbe Island. 

Thus situated, and reduced to the necessity of opposing 
a prompt opposition to this commencement of rebellion, 
Carteret was on the second of June compelled to open a fire 
on the town of St Ilelier, and dispatched a body of his 

, ■ . t_;.XH;lc 



troops to teize the commtBsionerB, fttid the princtpal inati- 
gators of this oppoBition to his aulborily. 

But these hostile feelinge were not so readi'y to be sub- 
dued, nor were the fomenters of theui negligent of their 
aafetf. The avenues of the town were strongly barricaded 
to prevent the entrance of the troops, and were defended by 
a piece of artillery ; and several of the Royalists having 
been wounded, and their force proving inadequate to eSect 
Ihe purpose they were sent to accomplish, they were luially, 
competted to retire to the castle. 

Thus unable to suppress the spirit of disaffection, which, 
heated -and inflamed by the assiduous arts of a few design- 
ing characters, was daily more formidable, De Carteret con- 
tinued shut up in his fortress, which he refused to yield and 
would not desert- 
But sorrow that these dietractions should have arisen in 
the Island, which he was unable to prevent or overcome, 
and that many from private pique against him should have 
been led into this opposition to his public authority, preyed 
deeply opon his spirits : and the ingratitude of many whom 
he had regarded as his friends, by some of whom he was but 
frigidly supported, and by others whom he had advanced, 
strenuously opposed, accelerated his death, which took place 
on the S3rd of August 1643, and is said to have been caused 
by a broken heart 

The Parliament had, on (be 23nd of June of the same 
year, contierred the government of the Islaiid on Lord Waiw 
wick, who dispatched Leonard Liddcott, in the capacity 
of Lieutenant Governor, to take possession. He arrived for 
that parpose on the 30lb of August 

' Liddcott had credited the assurances of the rarliamenta- 
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riaii CoiDinissionerE, who, bj a fatal misr«preaentation, des- 
cribed the Island as almost wholly devoted to their interest, 
and despised the King'a party as insignificant in numbers, 
and contemptible, and considered it unnecessary to bring 
with him additional troops to establish the universal recogni- 
tion of his authority. 

Sut the feeling of the majority of the Islanders he had 
yet to learn: and the Commissioners had soon reason to 
repent their infatuation, and Liddcott his credulity. 

He found the castles resolutely defended by the Royal- 
ists, and after an ineffectual struggle to redure them to sub- 
mission, their courage having been supported by the arrival 
of Sir George De Carteret, appointed governor by the king, 
he, with many of his adherents retired to England, after a 
residence in the Island of two months and twenty three days. 

In the mean time Charles, then holding his court at Ox- 
ford, published on the ISth of July the following proclama- 
tion to his subjects in Jersey, which offered a free pardon to 
the disaOected willing to return to their allegiance, with only 
fire exceptions. It will be perused with interest, as we may 
argae from it that, whatever excesses might have been com- 
mitted, they were not considered of the most atrocious des- 
cription, since they <»>uld easily be forgiven ; nor was the 
rebellions feeling supposed. to be very deeply rooted, as it 
was admitted that many of the opposers of the king were' 
dnawnintoaeditioHby theartsof a few designing men. 

^ His Majesty having received certaiu informatioD th^ 
" many of his subjects, .the inhabitants of the IsIa of ,fer- 
" sey, notwithstanding the many graces and favors from 
" time to time received by them from His Majesty'!) twnd, 
'' through the false informations and niig-coonselljng of a 
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" very few seditioa* apiritfl amongst them, most of them 
" being factions ministers, Iiave lately fallen from their 
" allegianee and dut; to their liege Lord and Sovereign, his 
" Mcred Majesty, and adhered to those who, as committees 
» from or for the Houses of Parliament, so styling them- 
*' selves, have traitorously drawn them into the horrid re- 
" bellioD, which hath spread thronghoat most parts of t)iia 
" kingdom and in that Isle, and have violently possessed 
^ themselves of the estates of many of onr good and loyal 
'< anhjects, imprisoned some of them, and some they have 
« compelled to go on ship-board, and carried them away 
*' from their inhabitations in a very barbarous and iifhumane 
" manner, whereof some of these suBTerers ar« ancient men 
^ and grave divines: 

" Nevertheless hia Majesty being graciously inclined to 
*' pity his subjects, and impute these their high offences to 
*' the malice of those fen who hare been their misleaders, 
i( BO as they who have been thus sedaced will speedily re~ 
'' turn to their obedience, and continue therein for the time 
" to come, doth by these presents grant, publish, and de- 
*< clare his royal and gracious mercy and free pardon to all 
'* the inhabitants of the said Isle, who, within three days 
'^ after the publishing of this proclamation, shall return to 
^ their former obedience, and submit themselves unto his 
" Majesty, and express their sorrow for what is past, and 
«' promise and undertake to the Governor of the Isle con- 
^' Btantly and faithfully to continue in their duty and allegi- 
^ ance to Mis Mi^esty for the future." 

The proclamation then proceeds to name five persona 
who were excepted from this general pardon, and to whom 
no act of mercy was to be extended, and they are declared 
to be traitors and misleaders of thereat. And it then states 
that " If the said Inhabitants ahalt, not lay hold of this op- 
" porlunity offered unto them out of His Majesty's gAice 

I ■ ■ C.I.»H>|C 
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" and* goodness, Hii Majesty beiag Justly provoked thero 
" noto, doth resolve to reBume all their charters and privi- 
" leges formerl; granted unto them, and to take the just 
" forfeiture of their estates according to taw." 

" Given at our Court at Oxford, this 18th day of Jnly, 
*^ in the 1 9th year of our reign, 1049." 

That this proclamation was attended with the most be* 
neficial results to the king is clearly proved by the subse* 
quent pages of the Ilistorj of the Island, which abound 
with instances of attachment to Charles and his son, daring 
the most trying periods of their lives. 

On the 3rd of October, the king appointed Sir George 
De Carteret, Lieutenant Governor, the Earl of St. Albans, 
who was Governor, being in attendance on the qneen; and 
on the 10th of November, he reached the castle of Mont 
Orgueil. His arrival created so great a panic among his 
opponents, in consequence of an unfounded report of his 
having brought with him a strong force to support his au- 
thority, that the inhabitants of St. Brelade's who were at- 
tached to the royal cause, attacked, and seized from the 
opposite parly the Tower of St. Anbin. 

On the %4th, Sir George De Carteret took his oaths asr 
Lieutenant Governor and Bailly, and commenced vigorous 
measures in support of the Royal authority, Liddcot havingi 
as before mentioned, made his escape with many of his ad- 
herents, avoided the punishment that was inflicted upon 
those who were afterwards secured. Many who were most 
conspicuous in the rebellions tumults were imprisoned, and 
Com DiBsi oners from Charles shortly after arriving in the Is- 
land, imposed on them very heavy fines, and the greatest part 
of the property of the fugitives was confiscated and sold. 

The most sincere devotion to the king was now univer- 
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mIIj abown ; tboM principleB vere openly diiplayed ttiKt 
iDsny were afraid to manireet during the aacendant power of 
tbe Parliament, and many that had been misled returned to 
their allegiance. Nor were the inhabitants of Jeraey con- 
tented with inactive loyaltj. A small squadron of shiptwaa 
equipped at their exptfnce ; and so Buccessful were they in 
the capture of vesaeli licensed by tbe Farliament, that no 
merebantman was safe in the channel unless guarded by a 
considerable convoy. 

These proofs of attachment to the royal cause indncad 
Prince Charles, son of the unfortunate king, to seek in Jer* 
sey a refuge from his enemies, where he arrived on the I7th 
of April 1840. He was received with enthusiasm, and con- 
tinued in safety until the 20th of June, when at length- 
yielding to the repeated sollicitations of his mother, he re- 
tired into France. 

On bis first arrival in the Island he was attended by the 
following distinguished characters, who came with him : 

Sir Edward Hyde, Lord Chancellor of England, 
Lord Berkshire his governor, Lord Hampton, Lord Ruthven, 
Lord Cape), Lord Wentworth. 
His retinue was shortly after increased by the arrival of 
Lord Oigby, Lord Colepeper, Sir John Grinfield, Sir Ed- 
ward Sitwel, Sir David Morel, Sir Charles Morel, and Sir 
Henry Mannery. 
And be was subsequently joined by 
Sir Thomas Hooper, Sir Dudley Waite, Sir John Sage, 

Sir Baldwin, Sir Edward Hasker, Sir John Maclain. 

The Solicitor Cook, Mr. Thomas Jermyn, 

Monsieur Loovel, Mr. Cadfin, 

Mr. William Hington, gentle- Mr. Wisque, 

man of the chamber, IHr. Windham, 

Mr. Smith, bis cup bearer, Mr. Freeman, 

Mr. FiQch,hiB secretary, Mr. ChHfin, 



32 

, Mr. Palmer, hiieaqtiire carver, Hr. Boulain, a tradei> 
. Mr. Georga Vane, man of the Prince. 

Doctor Crigliton and Doctor Garle, his chaplaios, 

Doctor Woote, Doctor CUjde, Doctor Bla^am, and Mr. 

WataoD, and a consideiable nonber of military ofBcerB. 

SirEdvard Hjrde, afterwards the illustriotu Lord Claren- 
don, remuned neulj; two years in the lalind after the de- 
partnre of the Prince, and employed himself in writing a 
part of his history of the Rebellion, until he was amnmoned 
again loattend on CharleA. 

Dnriog the conSnement of the king in Hnrst Castlfi, a 
plan for his delivery was arranged by the Islanders ; why 
the execution of it was not attempted is yet to be disco- 
vered ; no information has been giv«n by the historians of 
the period. 

, After the execution of the nnfurtunate monarch, his aon 
was immediately proclaimed in Jersey, successor to the va- 
cant throne, Charles was then at the Hague, supported by 
the interest of the Prince of Orange, and intelligence was 
brought him by Sir Joseph Doughs that, by & proclamation 
of the Parliament of Scotland, he was there also declared 
the lawful sovereign. 

But he was unwilling to trust himself with those who, 
though they acknowledged hia title, yet refused td grant 
him more than very limited authority ; and though they al- 
lowed him the name of king, and would not consent to a 

republican government, yet seemed jealdua of the powers of 

sovereignty. 

But much as Charles doubted the fidelity of the Scotch, 
to remain longer at the Hague was impossible. He was be- 
loved by the inhabitants, pitied for his misfortunes, and wiU- 
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linglf luoconred by the famtlr of Orange ; b«t the'St&tei 
dreaded lest, by affording him a continiiaace of their favor,' 
they might call dowD upon theiQBeWea the vengeanceof tba 
Pariiattientarians. Their dissatiafactionwaBeveotlieninadi 
cKcited by the murder of Dorislaus their envoy to Jtonaod, 
who was pot to death on hil arrival at the Hague by a party 
of the RoyalUta ; and the orders to arrest the asBasslns 
were so reluctantly imubd, and ao slovly complied with, 
that their e«c«pe was supposed to hav« been connived at, if 
not assisted, by -the government of the conntry. 

: The king was now in the greatest perplciilty where to 
look for security or even temporary refuge. The persna- 
pions of his mother induced him to retire to Paris ; bat he 
was treated there with little respect, and fannd himself 
unable to obtain even the promises of succour from the cau- 
tions policy of Maz&rin : and the bad success of the Mar- 
quis of Ormond precluding the possibility of safety in Ire- 
land, Charles, with the Duke of York his brother, and the 
retinue of faithful adherents who constituted his small canrt, 
again revisited Jersey, where he was warmly and enthusias- 
tically received. He arrived in the autumn and remained 
until the spring, and endeared himself to allthejnhabitants 
by his affability, and freedom of deportment 

The committee of estates in Scotland, having discovered 
hit retreat, deputed commissioners with offers and condi- 
tions. The coldness of Charles' reception in France, the 
Kttle chance of procuring assistance from that quarter, the 
inexpediency of a visit to Holland, and the nnintermpted 
success of Cromwell in Ireland, caused him to lend a more 
willing ear to the hard conditions which were to purchase 
his monarchical authority in Scotland ; and he agreed to 
enter into a treaty with the Commissioners at Brei^.a, n<;^ 
daring to continue longer in Jersey, as the Parliament, irri* 
tated by the loyalty of its inhabitant*) and their reception 
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of tlk» ' Kiitft v«i« alivnt to oorom^nce •ndeaTonr* to 
radncait- 

The terma of the Scotch depntiet, however diBadrantK- 
geons and derogatorj from hii honor, the caUmitonB situa- 
tion of thfl King prevented him froiD refusing, and he arri- 
ved with his adherents in Scotland. Bat fortune still 
frowned upon him ; his army was routed by Cromwell, and 
«ll bopea of monarchj and freedom were cnubed by the 
fttti termination of the Battle of Worcester. 

Charles now reached the sumnit of his wretchedness In 
bii endaaTours to elude the vigilance and power of his ene- 
mies ; after suffering the greatest diffieultie* and hardahipt, 
he at length reached the coast of France, and again resorted 
to Paris ; where, though neglected and despised, he was 
still anffered to expeod his hours of hopeleas adrersitf' 

In the meantime the preparations for the reduction of 
Jeraej had been completed. A large fleet was placed un- 
der the command of the celebrated Admiral Blake, and pro- 
portionate forces were embarked to be directed by Major 
General Haines. 

On the 20th of October, this formidable armament an- 
chored in St. Ouen's bay, and the nnuanal amoothness of 
the water, ao favorable to the debarkation of the troops, 
waa interpreted aa an inanepicions omen b; the wavering 
and superstitious, already dispirited by a report of the sei- 
zure of the king. But the Islanders were headed by Sir 
Gewge De Carteret, a firm supporter of the monarchy, en- 
terprising, courageous, and resolute, whose animation soon 
rekindled the confidence of his followers. The enemy at- 
tempted to render their landing easy by dividing their for- 
ces, and wearying their opponents by feigned attacki, 
which were constantly renewed on different sides of th* 
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IiUnd; and, at last, taking sdranUgo of th* extreme ex- 
haustion of the Island troopig, thej effected a landing during 
the night of the 33nd of October. Sir George On Carteret 
offered all the oppoBition that could be made by the deter- 
mined bravery of his small band, worn down bj latigne, and 
attacked bj Bupcrior numbers, but was finally overpowered, 
compelled to retreat, and tbe enemy experienced no further 
opposition ID landing their troops. 

The country was now in the power of the invBders, but 
the poBsesaion of the castles was still to be disputed. Sb 
Aubin's Tower speedily yielded ; Mont Orgueil Castle, no 
longer retaining its original strength or importance, offered 
an easy conquest. Bat the redaction of Elizabeth Castle 
WM more difficult. 

Sir George De Carteret had retired there with the prin- 
cipal inhabitants, and a determined garrison of three hun- 
dred and forty men. The enemy were unable to effect any 
material damage with their cannon, from the impossibility of 
bringing them closer than the hill near St. Ilelier's, three 
quarters of a mile distant from the object of attack ; but at 
iaat shells were thrown from two mortars with destructive 
effect. A magazine of powder was suddenly blown up, a 
large quantity of provisions and military stores were des- 
troyed, and above forty of the garrison suffered by the ex- 
plosion. 

Even this unexpected misfortune, was unable to alter the 
determination of further resistance in De Carteret, or shake 
the resolution of his companions, whose spirits were reani- 
mated by intelligence of the king's safe arrival in France. 
A messenger was immediately dispatched, informing him of 
the state of the garrison, and requesting that the court of 
France might'be entreated to render them assistance. 
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' This, Cbarles was unable to procure. Cardinal Mozarlii 
who directed the coQRcib of France, was not willing to in- 
cur tlje resentment of the Protector, by the support of the 
exiled King ; and Charlea was reduced to the necessitj of 
confessing his inability to assist those few who still continued 
faithful to his cause, and advised De Carteret to capitulate. 

This answer was, however, at first concealed by De Car- 
teret from bis followers : but all supplies being cat off, the 
farriaon much weakened, and the provisions almost es- 
baneted, he at laat commnnioated it to a council of his offi- 
cers ; and by their unanimous decision, the caitle wbb sur- 
rendered upon terma both honorable and advantageous, 
and Sir George De Carteret joined the king in hia eidle in 
France. 

Jersey y as now under the rule of arbitrary and opptetaiv* 
governors, who probably were willing to punish the inhabi- 
tants for their loyalty and opposition. Haines extorted mo- 
ney by the most illegal conduct, and the soldiery were auSe- 
red to indulge with impunity in every species of violence. 

But the faithful supporters of their Sovereign were yet to 
experience a happier season. The Restoration put an end 
to this system of tyranny ; and the Islanders looked for- 
ward to, and experienced,alongcontinaanoe of tranquillity. 

Charles was not ungrateful for their loyal attachment. 
Sir George De Carteret was advanced to honors and emo- 
lument, and admitted to the friendship of the king. Eliza- 
beth Castle which had so long withstood his enemies, was 
repaired end greatly enlarged. The Islanders obtained va- 
rious privileges, and were presented with a silver mace to 
be carried before the magistrates on particular occasions, 
bearing njt inscription extolling their fidelity, and particu- 
larly recording that the Sovereign when excluded from his 
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a secure retreat in the IsUad of Jcncj> 

The circumntances that led to the abdication of Jamea 
the Second did not aflect the tranquillity of Jersey: and 
daring the long girics of years which intervened between 
the rcTolntion and the reign of George the Third, no attempt 
was made by the powers of France to diepate tbe possea- 
aion of the laland. 

But times pregnant with danger were then faat approach- 
ing. On the first of May, in the year 1 779, when, from war ha- 
ving been but just declared between Gngtand and France, 
Jersey was comparatively unprepared, and contained a very 
small number of regular troops, a fleet arrived in St Oocn's 
bay with a force of nearly six thousand men, destined to 
invade the Island, under the command of the I'rince of N8»- 
Buu; and gave the firfit intimation of thie commencement of 
hostilities between the two nations A debarkation waa 
attempted; bat the enemy perceiving the opposition likely 
to be experienced from the different corps of militia, who 
assembled on the alarm with the greatest celerity, and a 
small body of troops of the line, which wasdraun up to re- 
sist their landing, returned to their ships, and resolved npon 
making the attempt in a different quarter. The vessels ac- 
cordingly appeared in St Brelade's bay, but the enemy de- 
terred by th^ same appearance of resistance, finally relin- 
quished their design. 

Another attack was, however, soon meditated ; but the 
6eet which was purposed for the service baying been de- 
feated by a British squadron, the plan was abandoned ■ 

But Jersey waa destined to feel the effects «f another en- 
terprise, which, though It failed ^n its ultimate success, at- 
tained a prosperous.commencement. 
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Ontfaedawn of th« morning of tbe Sixth of Janusrjr 
1781, the inbabitanU of St. Helier's perceived, with as much 
coaBteroation aa tBtoDishmeat, the Marliet Place, which 
now forma the Square, completely filled with foreign troops. 
TheBe,which,underthe command of the BarojideRulUcourt, 
had arrived from France to attempt the reduction of the la- 
land bj a audden attack, landed, dnring the night, at a 
small point of roclu, near La Rocque, in the parish of St. 
Clement. The aeverity of the weather, which had separated 
many of the vessels, and the various accidents experienced 
in landing, considerably diminished the number of those 
who had embarked for the service, and scarcely more than 
seven hundred men actually reached (he shore; yet having 
been unobserved in their progress through the country, and 
obtained possessionjof tbe town without discovery, a great 
advantage was secured to them. 

Major Moses Corbet who was at that time Lieutenant 
Governor of the Island, was immediately taken prisoner in 
the Goverament House ; from which circumstance the ene- 
my promised to themselves the easy possession of the Island. 
Corbet, thus in tbe power of the enemy, was induced, as he 
affirmed, by the menaces of Rullecourt, who threatened in 
case of hia non compliance to reduce the town to ashes, to 
sign articles of capitulation, and agreed to surrender the la- 
land : and orders were immediately dispatched by him to the 
commanding officers to remain in their quarters. 

But these orders, issuing from one who had surrendered 
himself a prisoner, and therefore no longer retained his au- 
thority, were not considered binding ; and the different 
regiments, in defiance of the positive ir^unctiona that were 
repeatedly forwarded to them from Corbet, continued to 
advance upon the town. 

Tart of the French troopi now left St. Heliar's to take 
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pouewioD of Elitab«th CuUe, nhich had been v 
to Burrender by virtae of the capitalation entered into hj 
Corbet ; but the officer commanding there refneed to obey 
the Bumiaons) and immediately diapiayed hit intention of 
resiatance by firing at the approaching enemy. 

Thus diuppointed in their hepet) and unable to force c 
■ubmiMion, the French considered it most prudent to retire 
again to the town and concentrate their forcei, that they 
might withstand an engagement which now appeared ine> 
litable. 

On Corbet hsting been takt>ii prisoner, the command de* 
Tolved upon Major Peiraon, and Rullecourt, desirous of ob- 
taining an easy victory, and unwilling to hazard auccess, 
dispatched a messenger to him, exaggerating the number of 
kis troops, and begging that, to spare unnecessary bloodshed} 
he would comply with Corbet's capitulation. To these 
terms Peirson was by no meana inclined to accede, and de> 
termined that, as soon as the different detachments of his 
troops had reached their destined stations, the French 
should be attacked. 

The militia forces showed the utmost ea^^rness to com- 
mence the engagement, and their anxiety was not long res- 
trained : the various bodies soun moved on, and advanced 
through different streets to the Market Place, where tho 
French were assembled in the greatest force. The enemy 
were impetuously attacked ; but, though deprived of all hope 
of success, were determined nevertheless to offer a resolute 
opposition. Major Peirsop was shot dead at the commence- 
ment of the engagement, but the ardour of the troops suf- 
fered no abatement ; the French were defeated ; a few of 
the survivors escaped to their vessels, and the rest were 
secured as prisoners. Their loss was very considerable, 
amongst the number was Rullecourt; and about eighty 
of the militia and regular forces were killed or wounded. 
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' Manj siDgalar iaetanccB of intrepidity are recorded of 
the lilaadert during the conOict ; but the conduct of Cor- 
bet excited the utmost disaatiafoction, aa, at the least, irre- 
gnlar, unwarranted, and uo soldier! ike. Upon the hearier 
charges of accuaation brought fgainat him, it woold be now 
naeleas to descent : the sentence of a court-martial ditmisaed 
)iim from Hia ftlajesty'sserrice ; buthe afterwards obtained 
means of procariog a penaion, though, upon what ground* 
of merit, it would be, perhaps, difficult to discover. 

Since this period, Jersey, though aubject, during ihi 
continuance of hostilities between England and the. gigantic 
power of Napoleon, to knanj alarms, never suffered the ca- 
lamitiea of an attack ; and was able again to shelter a branch 
of rojalt; by affording an asylum to the Duke de Berri. 
The peace which has now quieted the fear of invasion, and 
freed tha Islanders from constant anxiety, allows them to 
enjoy the undisturbed possession of those privileges, me* 
rited by a people who have shown themselves, on every oc- 
casion, able and ready to defend them. 
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CHAPTER THE THIRD. 



JUiMT^nr GorEiutMEXT. 



1 HE militarj command in Jersey is inrested in tb« Go- 
vernor and his appointment proceeds from the King. 

Daring theageain which the Island was under the sov«t 
reignty of the earlier kings of France, the governors were 
tailed Comites, or Coants ; the lapse of two hundred years 
seems to have altered the title, and changed it to that of 
Dux or Duke, which was bestowed upon Amwarith who 
bore the chief authority under Charlemagne. When Jersey 
and the neighbouring Islands were connected with Nor- 
mandy, tinder the Dukedom of Rollo, they were usually 
subject to the command of one governor, who held them as 
Bailly, Warden, or Keeper, and occasionally under other 
denominations. And we are informed by Setden, in his 
Mare Clatuam, that an ancient manuscript records their 
having been, in the reign of Henry the sixth, possessed, to- 
gether with the Isle of Wight, by the Earl of Warwick, as 
king of the Islands. 

This united command continued until the reign of Henry 
the Seventh, when Jersey received a separate Governor, 
who was then, and subsequently, sfiled Captain; but an 
order in Council in the year 1618 definitively fixed the ap- 
pellation which ti now retained. 
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The patents of &ppftiiitm«nt luTa oometimw tpecified Ota 
tennre as being merely daring the pleasure of the king ; the 
government baa at other times been granted for as long as 
the poseeasor sboald conduct himself well; it hss also been 
conferred for life; and occasionally two persons hare beea 
jointly invested with this authority. 

The governor now receivei> as the emolament of his sita- 
alion, the whole of the revenue derived from the insalar do- 
main of the crown; paying ont of it a few small salaries to 
some of the civil officers, and to those he appoints as his 
receivers. This revenue was formerly obtained from the 
rents of seven manors originally belonging ta tbe Oukes mt 
Normandy, the annual amount of which, in the rejga 9f 
Henry the Second, was computed at four hundred and sixty 
tivres tournois. These were also various money rents: and 
the whole revenue, according to an extent made in Ike fifth 
year of Edward the Third, exceeded a thousand livrea 
tournois. A livre tonmois (Ubra I'ltrvnensit) may be com- 
puted as having been then of a value not inferior to the pre- 
sent pound sterling. Besides which, various triQisg siuH 
were derived from small detached porlloDB of land; and 
fines end forfeitures vrere productive of many casual hat 
considerable receipts. 

Much hawever of the original crown property haa bee« 
granted away at different times; and during the early part 
of tbe reign of Charles the Seoond, the estates were much 
reduced in value from (jie large sums that were raised from 
them for his supply, when distressed in his exile. The corn 
tithes of ten of the parishes are the principal source of the 
present revenue of the king ; these were formerly annexed 
to some Abbeys in Normandy, but, at tbe suppression of 
those religious establishments in England, were seized by - 
Henry the Eighth. 

In former times the whole crown income was not always 
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gnnit«d to thi GoTtrnar; conBldenible dcdnctionfl wer* 
genenllj made ; not onfrequentlf the whole expense of tlie 
regalar garriaon was defr&yed from it ; and sometimeB the 
greatest part of the residne wbs paid into the Ezcheqtier) 
a Teiy small sum being allowed aa hii stipend. la the fourth 
jearof Edward the Third, when the revenue of the King 
drmwn from Jersejwas considerable, only forty pounds a 
year were granted to John de Roches, warden of the Is- 
lands ; and in the same reign Thomaa de Ferraiis and Tho* 
mas de Hampton, thongh allowed to receive the whole, were 
ol>liged to pay yearly five hundred marks into the Esche- 
qner; and three hundred poanda a year were deducted by 
Elisabeth from Sir Waller Raleigh, then Governor. But 
these conditions were not invariably attached, or always 
exacted. Several succeeding governors, even in the early 
reigns of King John, Henry the Third, and Edward thn 
First, received the whole amount without any deduction. 

As the incomes of the Governors have varied at different 
timee, so also their prerogatives and power have been Bab> 
ject to alteration. Authority has been by some Sovereigns 
amply conceded, and by others as cantionsly abridged. In 
the early periods of the history of the Island, the governor 
ia mentioned not only as the director of all military affairs^ 
bat also as the head of the civil department, and is termed 
the Bailly. Dnt the impeticy of uniting the civil and mili- 
tary power, and leaving the whole patronage in the hands 
of one person, at length cansed the separation of the offices 
from each other, though the appointment of the Bailly, aa t 
civil functionary, remained vested in the Governor. But 
daring the reign of Henry the Seventh this privilege was 
abolished, and has since been exercised solely by the crown. 
The governor still retains some authority and a negative 
voice in the States ; but the duties of his situation princi- 
pally consist ia snperintending and orderiag the military 
defence of the Island, and bis power hsa bat little coooec; 
tion with the civil jurisdiction. , , 
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This appoialnient has been freqnentlf, pirtipoUrlj duHpg 
late yeari, deputed to a Lieutenant Governor, nomiaated 
by the King, from trhom his pay and emoluoients chiefly 
proceed; but Bome few of the ancient rentadneto the crown 
are received by him: he is now always a military officer 
diacharges all the duties of the Governor, connnands th« 
garrison of regular troops stationed in the Island, which ge> 
nerally amounted during the late war to between five and 
six thousand men ; and he grants the commissions to the of- 
ficers of the Militia, which is under his direction and con- 
trol. Since the year 1665, a Commander in Chief has oc- 
casionally been appointed with distinct duties, but the An- 
thority has latterly been vested in the Lieutenant Goveraor, 

The militia of the Island, upon which, in consideration 
of their services, his present Majesty has conferred the dis- 
tinction of Royal, is a very numerous and efficient force, in 
which every man between the age of seventeen and sixty 
five is bouud to serve ; and strangers, after a year's resi- 
dence, are equally liable to be called upon with the natives. 
£ach regiment is formed from the proportion of men fur- 
nished by a district composed of a certain number of pa- 
rishes. The different regiments are thus raised : the First, 
or North West, from the parishes of St. Mary, St. John, and 
St. Ouen : the Second, or North, from Trinity and St. Mar- 
tin's : the Third, or East, from StSavioar'a,Grouville,and 
St Clement's : the Fourth, or South Regiment, which con- 
sists of two Battalions, fromSt. Helier's,aud St. Lawrence's ; 
tbe Fifth, or South West, from St. Peter's and St. Brelade's. 
To each regiment a few mounted troopers, and a company 
or brigade of artillery are attached : and those men who 
are considered least qualified for the more active duties, are 
appointed to the coast batteries of their district. The whole 
are furnished with arms and clothing from the British Go- 
vermnent ; but, with the exception of the adjutauts and 
drill seijeants, neither officers nor priTates receive any pay^ 
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A ■noil corpi of Cknlr; waa farmeiij tatahluIiedK in ad- 
dition to the troopers attaclied to the battalisas of ■nbotrf, 
-snd from being OB constant duty, received dailj paj; Imt 
«t the oenation of hoetilitiei in 1814 it was coniidenibif 
icdnced, and lately has been entirelj disbanded. 

These military services are performed with tbe greatest 
cheerfnlness and alacrity bj the iBlandera, and a laadable 
pride is taken by all ranks in coDtribating their peraonal m- 
aistance to the defence of their country; and tb« regineala 
when nnder arms preseot an appearanca of steadiiiMa aad 
discipline of which they may justly boaat. Ib time of war 
their duties are active and constaaL They are frequently 
brigaded with the regular troops, and detachments from the 
different regiments in succession are employed ia moaatiaf 
guard round the Islaud; their quickness of assembling 
in cases of alarm, and their readiness to bear any Cstigvo or 
duly imposed on them, have always been noticed as alike cM- 
ditbble to their discipline aa soldiers, and to their patrio- 
tism as membera of the state. 

During peace tbey are etili kept ia aa eftcient state. 
They are repeatedly drilled by compaaiea in the winter, 
aud in the samiaer the whole body of Militia is frequently 
exercised by regiments, and inspected yearly by the Lietu 
tenant Governor of the Island. The boys under the age 
which qualifies tliem for admisswo into the nuike of the dif- 
.ferent battalions, are instructed in die «se of arms, and 
prises are giveii every year to the most expert. 



a Morgan who was Governor of the Island du- 
ring the reiga of Chsrles the second, attended much to the 
improvement of the insular forcei. The companies before 
iis arvival were under independent commaods, and each was 
composed of the whole number mustered from a parish ; 



ilitj were, in conaeqaence, tqo nanerom te ba re&dil^ ma- 
HBg ed, snd their whole strength coDld not be collected te^ 
gether with epeed or readiaesa. To obviate these difficut- 
ties, the companies were divided and equalised, and fornied 
into three regimenti disciplined according to the sfsteip 
then in use ia the British Army. 

But each individnal fumiBhed his own clothiag, and a 
Goat was not discarded for the trifling blemish af a f«w 
patches. It detcended as an heir-lo*m from father to son 
in long continned BUCceBsion, and was regarded, in propor- 
tion of its antiqnitj of appearance, as a proof of the heredi- 
tary martial ipirit of a line of ancestry by whom it bad been 
worn, and was nsed without respect to the proportions of 
itB owner. Thus it felt all the vicissitades of family size : 
Bor had time failed to show how often a lean father h^ 
been succeeded by a more portly descendant, and how a 
abort son, though secure qf the coat, wai unable to inherit 
the Btature of his sire. 

The increase of the popnlatien of the Island since the 
time of Charles the second, has caused the number of the 
regiments to be augmented: and by the cars of different 
governorB, and principally the individual zeal and attention 
of many of their own officers, theythave progressively ad- 
vanced to their present high state of discipline and efficiency. 
Nor can a small degree of praise be given to those who 
thus gratuitously devota their best services and time to the 
defence and security of the Island ; and the exertions of 
one whose long protracted labours at the head of the Town 
battalion tended ho materially to improve the digcipline of 
his native troops, and to excite in them aspirit of emulation, 
' will long be remembered with gratitude by the people of 
Jersey, and will cause them to enrol the name of Patriarch* 
amongst those of the most valued and honored of the^ 
countrymen. 

, ■ . t_;.XH;lc 
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Spme of the moat celebrated charecterts in Englidi hiitorf 
have held the goveninient of the Ishind ; and at one time 
it was not aafreqaentlj bestowed npon the branches of 
Royalty. John, afterwards King of England, had these Is- 
lands placed under bis authoritj by his brother, Richard 
the First. They were snbseqnently held by Prince Ed- 
ward, who ascended the throne of bis father Ueiiry the 
Third, as Edward the First ; afterwards by Edmund, Dake 
of York, son of Edward the Third; who was sacceeded by 
his son Edward, Dnke of York, slain at the battle of Agiji- 
conrt; and were successively given to John, Duke of Bed* 
ford, and Humphrey, Duke o f G loocester, brothe rs of Henry 
-the Fifth. The situation has also been held by Edward 
Seymour, Dake of Somerset, afterward* Lord Protector of 
England ; by Sir Amias Paulet, who at one time had the 
custody of the unfortunate Mary Qoeeo of Scots } and by 
the ceUbrated Sir Walter Raleigh. 
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CHAPTER THE FOURTH. 



Cirti. GorsBXMBiiT. 



\PHE nivil gOTernnent and jnrisdictiAn of Jenej is nndnr 
the immeditte atid aote dir«ctiaa of the SUtet of tba IbIkdi)^ 
and the RojbI Goorl. 

The ABtembl^'of the States m composed of the Gorenwr 
or Lientena.nt Governor ; the Baill; or Lieatenant BaiUjr ; 
the twelve Jurats ; the twelve Rector* of the different pa^ 
riahes, of whom the Dean is one ; the King's Procn rear, and 
King's Advocate ; the Viscount, or, in case of his abaencej 
hia Depnt;'; and the twelve Conslsblea. 

The office of Bailly is one of considerable importance. 
The name was originallj' adopted from France, where it 
implied a person invested with extensive judicial preroga- 
tivesjand whowa& jadgeoveroneof the Baillages into which 
the different provinces were divided. It is thus noticed by 
Spelman in his GlosBsry ; BalUput apod Gallos tplendiibu 
Mapilralui etl. In the absence of the Ballly the. duties 
may be performed by a Lieatenant BaiUy ; and, till very 
recently, they were almost always tbue deputed. The of- 
fice was rendered distinct from that of the governor in the 
reign of Edward the First, in the year 1301, though, ashaa 
been observed, it remained iu his gift until the reign of 
Henry the Seventh. 



60 

- Th« faiaip wen llrtt latabllahed b} tfa« ConatttuHons of 
King Jolin ; aod deDominated Coranatores Jurati^ or sworn 
Coronen, from the oath that was administered on their 
election. They are cbosen for life bytbe votea of all those 
who pay the parochial rates, and are nasters of families ; 
and thej conatitate, with the Ballly, the magistracy of the 
Island, 

The Constables are chosen &om the different parishes bj 
the same electors, and represent their rsspective consti- 
tuents In the States. The office is held by them for three 
years ; but, if re-chosen, they may serve again for the same 
period. The elections for Jurats and all ciril oificers were 
till Tery lately held on Sundays, and the votes were deli- 
vered in the porches of the Parish Churches ; but this dis- 
graceful and irreligious custom is now happily abolished. 

The assembly ■ composed of these members is in feet a 
meeting of the three Estates, and represents every class of 
inhabitants of the Island ; and no business can be proceeded 
in without (be presence of at least seven of each constituent 
body. Every member has the privilege of delivering hia 
opinion and giving his vote, with the exception of the king*! 
officers, who have a deliberative voice only. The governor 
has the power of convening the States, nor can they meet 
without his sanction; and he may negative any act the j 
may pass. 

The principal business of the States, whose powers of le- 
gblating are in some degree limited, is to provide funds for 
carrying on public works ; to decide upon means for raising 
the revenue, of which they have the administrattDB, to dis- 
cnsi the public expenditure, &c. &c They have also the 
right of nataralizing foreigners, and enacting, pro tempore, 
snch laws as they may consider expedient* But these^acta 
are only Yaltd for thivrjrbars, unlesl ttfterwards sanctioned 
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by tbe kfag Id eonoeiU The 8tit««,lis««Ter, &M 6«qMaC^^ 
in the habit ofrfnfwmg thtm an their own antJiOTitf, at 
the expiration of the prPBcribed term. The Biilly may «>■• 
fend the operation of any order that has pRssed, b; declaf 
ing, at tiie timi> of its passing, his Toice to be diasentient I 
but he is bound immediately to trnoimit Hie order to nega- 
tived to the King in Council, with a written etatemant of 
the motive* of hiB dissent. 

The Court, which possesses the whole judicative anth»* 
rity, is composed of the Baiily or Lientenant Bailly, the 
twelve Jurats, the Ring's Procnrear and Advocate, or At* 
torney and Solicitor General, the Vistwnnt or Sheriff, tb4 
Greffier or Clerk, and two other oiGcers called Denttncia> 
ton. The number of Advocates or pleaders at the Bar, isi 
limited to six, who are nominated by the Baiily : the King's 
Procureur, Kind's Advocate, and the Tiscount, bold their 
appointments for life by the King's patent. 

The Court disposes of all cases civil and crininat which 
may arise in the Island, aod be brought before it, with the 
exception of high treawin, and ia governed by Its own pecn* 
liar laws. It also enforces the military code which is olw 
served by the Militia, and over which the governor has iw 
judicial control. The attendance of the whole body of 
Jurat) is not required except on partiealar occawone : the 
presence of two, in addition to the Baiily, is sufficient to 
compose a Court which may transact ordinary business, and 
decide the causes usually brought before it. But a litigant 
may demand a hearing before a full Court, which must con- 
aist of, at least, seven Jurats, before a 6nal decision can Iw 
recorded ; and even frum (bat, in most instancea, an appeal 
may be made to the King in CounciL 

The Baiily ia the bead of the Court, collect* the oplniom 
of the Jurats, aod deUvtvs >eiit«Bo«. He >■ at libei^ to 
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■di«Bced by fkeuMHel, and to explun the hir ; but he is 
diaqaalified fiwn giving bi« ^dIob, «xc«pt in ca^es of 
nqmJ diviNMi. 

The littingB of the Court are ander fonr deaomiaationa, 
aectftding to tbe Batnra of tlieir buiineu ; and consiitnte 
the Coar d'H4ritBge, iheCour da Gate!, the Conr da Billet, 
and the Conr du Sanedi. 

ThrS Covr d'H^fitage takesoognimnceof thoie eaieaonlj' 
which regard the dMoent ar diTiMon of propertj. Thii 
Court it opened, oa the Arat dayofits meeting, with rarioua 
cewHtMiiea. Thie atteadancc ef the Gorernor is reqaired, 
iritib that of the whole body of the Court ; and those p«r- 
tHHta whs hold Fiefi under the Crown, are also compelled 
to be preaeob It generally sits once a fortnight during the 
terns, and is nanaliy held on Thursdays, 

The piacipal bmiBesa of the Conr de Catel is to make 
arraogeueBts concerning the property of bankrupta. Cri- 
niuab were formerly often tried on tbe day this Court was 
held ; bat the practice has now fallen into disuse. 

The CouT dn Billet was originally intended to relicTe 
tbe Conr de Catel from an overpowering weiglit of basineas. 
It takes notice of more trifling cieea relating to arrears of 
rent, distrainta,accouDtB, &C., and debts on simple cuntract. 

Tbe Conr da Samedi is also an assiatant or extraordinary 
Court. It aettlea all actions npon the case, aasaulta, &c, 
and diaposes of 'petitions and warrantH. 

There are two terms in tbe year during which the Coort 
regularly meets ; so arranged as not to interfere with the 
harvest or Trucking aeaaova^ arte re^aire tbe attendance 
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of niitonatthoRfl tiarn wbtn their pr«i«DcsiimcMtinuit«d 
on tbeir (axma. Th« Court i» also occuianall; held out ot 
term for the decision of Admiralty canaeB, those reliting to 
bills of exchange, notes of hand, and commercial casea whiuh 
require un expeditious settlement. 

Juries are employed in the trial of criminal oauses, which 
are proceeded in after the following manner : 

The priaoaer on bring brought before the Court pleads 
to the accusation hy an advocate. If he denies the charge, 
an act it made by the Court allowiag the Ring's Procnrenr, 
who prosecutes for the Crown, to bring evidence in support 
of the accusation, and the prisoner is remandedi On a fu- 
ture day both parties bring forward their evidence, and the 
depositions of tbe different witnesses are taken and commit- 
ted to writing, signed and joined to the other proceedings. 
The case thus prepared is brought before the Constable and 
twelve of his officers, belonging to the parish where the 
crime has been committed. The depositions are then read 
in the presence of a full Court; and the counsel having been 
heard on both sides, the Jnry retire with the Viscount to 
deliberate upon their verdict. If tbe prisoner is found 
guilty by the majority, or according to the expression used, 
if he b adjudged more gmllt/ than innocent, he is declared 
tmly indicted. He may then either submit, upon which the 
Court proceeds to pass judgment, or, if he still hopes to be 
able to clear himself, may appeal to a Grande Enqudte. 

The Grande Enqufite is composed of twenty four of the 
principal inhabitante of the three parishes nearest to (hat 
in which the offence was committed, and eight are drawn 
from each. Tbe prisoner is brought before them, surrounded 
by the Viscount's guards or ettendants, who are persona 
owing that service to theKingfromthetenureof their lands. 
Proceedings simitar to those already described again take 
place) and if five voices out of the tweuty four declare him 
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of rare occurrence, and execationa are verj seldom vitneaaed. 

The Conatable of each parinh ii at the head of iti polic*. 
Under hia direction are two Cen ten iers, below whom are a 
certain number of Vingtenlere, and also of aasistanti called 
Conatable'a officers, who execnte the orders of their anpe- 
rion : tbeir nvmbera are proportionate to the eiie of their 
retpectire parishes. In all parochial asaembliea, whether 
held for fixing the amonnt of the rates to be levied, or for 
any other purpose not relating to ecclesiastical busines', 
the Constable presides ; and possesses altogether many ad- 
irantages which reader the office, all bough attended with 
considerable trouble, and one to which no pecuniarjr recom- 
pense is attached, ambitioasly aought after by many of the 
principal inhabitants. 

The business of the Custom-house is carried on bj a prin- 
cipal officer, and a comptroller ; below whom are a few 
pbrsons who hold aubordioate situations. 

Snch is a briefTiew of the ciril government, which through 
th<^ revolutions of so mauf centuries has retained its form 
as first established bj the constitutions of King Jahn. But 
however peculiar it is in manj respects, it possesses advan- 
tages, which, under the circumstances of tl^e Island, have 
been found calculated to advance its prosperity and inde- 
pendence. And though, perhaps, a judicioas <:^sage in 
fome points might be productive of benefit, yet such long 
tried institutions should not be hastily altered upon theory 
in opposition to experience, nor without due regard to local 
attachment, and the feelings of those who are affected by 
them : no cbangea can be expected to bestow much benefit, 
or confer happiness on a people, unless thfy follow as the 
Fesult oflhe general inclination and wish, and are made in 
•ompliance with acknowledged wants. 



CHAPTER THE FIFTIT. 



MwluHiaicMl Oiitrtimttil, Jl»nidt ofiht Ckureh, i(t. 4«> ^*- 

■i ax ■piritut jnritdietitfn u committed ta the Dean, «bo 
liold* an cccleBiattlcalCourt, obicrring tlie game terma u 
ti)o*e for lecnlar affairs, in wbich be is asBisted by tba rec- 
■i.9n of the difierent parlshci. Suilors have the right of ap. 
peeling after Judgment to the Bishop of Winchester, aifd 
in case of a vacancy ia that lee, to the Archbishop 6f Can- 
terburj ; and thege prelatea are obliged to attend in peitOD 
to the caaei thus brought before them ; their deciaion caa- 
not be rerened, and no farther proceeding! are allowed. 

The Deanery, which ii now in the gift of the crown, 
veeme to fauve been an offl*ie of very early eatabliahment ifi 
thelsland, the Deana acting aa commissaries of the Bishop 
«f Coatanee, and exercising pecoliar ecclesiastical powen : 
it isiilways accompanied by one of the parochial benefice! 
which are now in the patronage of the governor, though far 
'•ome time after the seiztire of Church property by Henry 
the Eighth, the King exercised the right of presentation, 
^hich had previoosly belonged to the abbots of Normandyj 
who received a great proportion of the tithes. Plura- 
IKies are forbidden by the ecclesiastical canons, and ciiet 
«f non.-residence very rarely occur. 

The religion of the inhabitants before the introduction 
-of Christianity, was that of the Druidsj which almost uni- 
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TOTullj pr«TBiled among th» ancient Ganli sad Brhom; 
Wid Ktme remains of tlietr rade altara, once, perhaps, itaiDed 
with the blood of hnmon Tictimi which thej offered up in 
MtcrI6c«, are yet in existence. The Romans on obtaining 
poHOtsion of the Island, endeavoured by the strongest mea- 
■urCB to auppress this horrible snperstition ; which, though 
they were themselves guilty of an idolatry not less gross, 
was odious to them both on account of the peculiar barbari- 
tin which accompanied it, and of the difficulties which it 
opposed to the recognition of their laws and iaalitntloni. 
Bat however savage its nature might be, tt attained so great 
■H OBcendancy over the minds of the people, and the Druids, 
who united with the ministerial authority the right of civil 
and criminal j aria diction, possessed so general an influence) 
that the conqoeron were unable wholly to extirpate it by 
the severest penal statutes ; and its final abolition was not 
elected by the sword, hut by the stronger power of th^ 
Gospel. 

Hie commencement of Christianity in Jersey was shortly 
subsequent to the period of its first growth ia England, and 
its propagation was lavored by the persecutions to which 
the Christians were often exposed there from the Saxon 
Pagans, and which compelled the most devout of the Bri- 
tish clergy to fly for security to distant countries. $t. 
Sampson, one of the most illnstrious of these fugitives, and 
who is supposed to have been Archbishop of York, obtai- 
ned from Childebert, King of France, the see of Dol in 
Armorica, a part of Brittany, and Jersey with the oeighbon- 
ring islands were included in the diocese. Bat his efforts 
to spread the knowledge of Christianity seem to have been 
priDcipally confined to the territory of Dol, and the tea- 
ching of the Gospel in the Islands was reserved for the la- 
bours of St. Hagloire, his nephew and successor in his seo 
and dignities. Committing the care of his diocese to St. 
Budoc, this zealous prelate commenced his efforts to evan- 
, ■ . L'.oooAc 
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g^liic tbii remote portion of hii flock in tUe little Iilaird of 
HaiY ; and f»und«d thera ■ monastic egtabliahment which 
in the reign of Edvard tlieThird was still in esiHtencr, and 
in th« receipt of a pension from the crown. He then viaV- 
ted Jersef) wliich aeema to have been the object of hia pe- 
culiar care and attention; large numbers won by the pow- 
f ra of liii persuasion, and influenced bf the sanctity and 
holiness of his life, embraced the doctrines of the Gospel, 
and the conversion of Loyescon the governor was among 
the fruits of his misHionary labonrs. He does not appear to 
have quitted the island : his life no less remarkable for its 
zeal than blessed in its success, wb.s ended in the place he 
had so deeply benefitted : and he was interred in the pa- 
rish of St. Saviour, not far distant from the free school of 
St. Manlier, which is so called from a corruption of his name. 

The Christian Church which had been thaa planted hj 
the zeal of St. Msgloire, was strengthened and enlarged 
under the care of PnBtextatns, Arch-bishop of Rouen ; 
who baving been banished from his see through the perse- 
cntioQS of the Queen of France, passed an exile of teo 
years in Jersey, and was diligent and successful In comple- 
ting the work which his predeceisor had so happily coia> 
commenced. 

The religious principles now professed by the people, 
rendered ttiem obnoxious to the wandering bands of Nor- 
mans, ivho before their settlement in Neustria, and the con- 
version of their leader to Christianity, made frequent des- 
cents upon the Island ; and so barbarous were the acts they 
committed, that a prayer for deliverance from their fury 
was inserted in the litany of the Church. But on the ces- 
sion of Normnndy and the Islands lo Rollo, who then be- 
came ^s earnest in the support of Christianity as he wa< be- 
fore in his opposition to it, and by his influence caused a 
similar feeling to be observed by his followers, the terron 
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of perwcatian were it an end, and tk« conqnerora ■•emed 
anxious to make amends to their ChristiBB brethren for the 
injuries they had pre?ionBlj inflicted on them. The eig;er. 
ness vith irhich they founded r«HgiouB ind monsBtic insti- 
tntions in Normandy was extended to the Island, and im- 
preaied with the anperstitian and errors of the age, they 
trUBted that by the erection of such buildings and the 
wealth with which the; endowed them, to be able to exte- 
nuate and atone for the enormity of their former conduct ; 
and almost every one who possessed either riches or power 
was desiroas of establishing some bouse of devotioo. Thus 
the Abbey dedicated to the martyr St Heller was erected 
in expiation of the crime of an ancestor; and the Frio- 
riea of Noirmont, SL Clement, De Lecq, and Bonne- Nuit> 
with many chapels of less importaoce, were raised by the 
endetTonrs of individuals. 

In progress of time, and probably a* the nnrobera and 
wants of the popnlation increased, a ohurcb of considerable 
dimensions was erected in each parish. These were conae- 
crated, and we may suppose built, in the following order. ' 

St. Brelacle's 37 May 1111. 

St. Martin's 4 Janaary 1116. 

St. Clement's 39 September. . .1117. 

St. Ouen'a 4 September. . .IISO. 

St. Saviour's .... .30 May IIM. 

Trinity S September. . .lias. 

St. Peter's 39 June 1167. 

St. Lawrence's 4 January 1109. 

Sf.John's 1 August 1204. 

Grouville... 35 August 1312. 

St Mary's 6 October 1330. 

St Helier's 15 August 1341. 

Tha ceremony of consecration was prrformed by th« 

, ■ . t_;oi.H>ic 
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Bishop of Coutance, in tli« preaenco of ibhiij persoufl of dii- 
tiaction whota namei are registered in the LiVRX Nora, or 
archirea, of Coutance ; the Islandi having been removed 
from the diocese of Dol, and placed in that of Coutance on 
Kollo ohtaiuiag the Dukedom of Normandy ; and notwith- 
standing their sabaequent alienation from this their former 
parent state, Ihej remained under the spiritual control of 
its Bishop until the reformation, and were not included id 
the see of Wincheater till the reign of Elizaheth. It had 
however been previously contemplated hj King John to 
place thero under Exeter, and the Pope's bull wa* actually 
obtained bj Henry the Seventh for subjecting them to tho 
jurisdiction of the diocesa of Salisbury : this being subse- 
quently cancelled, another was procured for Winchefter^ 
and registered by Bishop Langton, but it never took effect ; 
and it was not till Elizabeth's reign, as above mentioned, 
and about the year 1265 when the Bishop of Coutance 
made variout claims before the'Court of Jersey as ordinary 
of. the Island which were not, however, admitted, that it 
was definitively fixed in the diocese to which it now be- 
longs. It may be remarked ai lingular, that from the time 
of ihe reformation no protestant Bishop had visited the la- 
laud for ecclesiastical purposes lill the Bishop of Salisbary 
ID ]8ia admiitjstered the rite of confirmation in the place of 
the diocesan, who was prevented from age and infirmities : 
nor had it been visited by a Bishop of Winchester till tho 
year 1S%9, wbeq Bishop Sumner arrived in Ihe disch&rg* 
of his episcopal fuQctiona, 

Edward the Sixth, who completed the great work com- 
menced by hla Father, sent for the use of the inhabitants of 
Jersey 4 French IraoalaticMi of the Liturgy, or, as it was more 
usually atyled, the Service Book of the Church of Encland : 
and it was observed in all assemblies of pRblic worship, nnd. 
Mary, on ber accession to the throne, re-esUblithed tha ce- 
lebration of the Mass. 
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Paulet, the laat Roman Catholic Dean, was dismiised front 
hiB sitnalion in the year 1566 by Elizabeth, and the reformed 
religion wasprufessed andenconraged : Bntdnring the whole 
period which intervenes hetween that time and the year 1620, 
the Island had nsither a book of Common Prayer, nor esta- 
blished Liturgy, neither was the Church uoder the soperin* 
tendence of a Dean. 

Soon aner the dismission of Paulet, many French Prolest> 
ants arrived in the Island to avoid the persecutions they 
■nffeied in theif own country ; and being disciples of Calvin, 
and observers of the discipline of the Church of Geneva, 
they found means to introdnce their own principles, 
which were first (aught by (jnilleauraa Morrice, Sirur de la 
Ripaailiere, a minister of Anjou. Their united exertions gra- 
dually overtnrned the vrholu system of ecclesiBStical goverO' 
ment ; the powers of Episcopacy were not acknowledged, a 
Discipline formed vpon their own model was established, and 
all matters relating to the Church were directed by their 
councils of Consiaiories, Colloquies, and the Synod. The 
Synod was composed of Members delegated by the CoUO' 
quiea ; and the Colloquies were chosen from the Consistories, 
which were assemblies of the Ministers, Elders, and Dea. 
coos, held for the govenunent of their respective Churches. 

Elizabeth in some measure sanctioned the commencement 
of this innovation, as on the application of the ministers she 
permitted their mode of worship to be followed in the Church 
of St. Helier ; this, however, was the only instance in which 
■he was willing to anfier it, and she refiised to allow the esta- 
blished service to be departed from in the other churches, 
though a petition to that purpose was made to her by many 
of the principal inhabitants and magistrates of the place. 
The Q,neen's injooctiooB were however soon disregarded. 
These ministers, from their zealoos endeavours, and from the 
learning and powers of preaching which they possessed, very 
qnickly obtaiatd a complete influence throughout the Island : 
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Aer neceeded in vtiming over to their opinioM the satiT* 
fi^^fgjt >i«l in obtainir^ tbe support of the governor, and 
were, perhaps, more readily listeDud to, from the hoatilitj' 
ibrry shoned to the Roman Catholic doctrines and supergti* 
tiOD, which were peculiarly obnoxioos to the inbabitanls. 
Thus powerful, io the year 1576 Ibey held a general Synod 
in Guernsey, where the presbyterian influence was equally 
great, and formally arranged the whole body of their 
dtscipline. 

This admiDtstration, which was coafinned at sabsequenl 
periods, continued to direct the Church without any preven- 
tion or interference from England, although iu direct opposi- 
tion to the command of Elizabeth, until Sir John Peyton, on 
being appointed to the govemmeDtof the Island by JameB 
the First, offered r resistance to the CongistoriauB ; who, 
though they nominally admitted his privilege of appointing 
to the vacant benefices, yet in reality limited its essrcisc by 
lefuiing to admit any persons but those whom they approv- 
ed. Exasperated at this, Peyton at length effected the de- 
clension of their power, of which the people were now gene- 
rally wearied from the vexatious manner in which it was 
used, and regretted their departure from a more moderate 
Church GoverDmeut. After a reference to England from 
both parties, the King, who had previously permitted the 
mainteaaace of the discipline, ordered the usage of the 
Litui^y to be revived, some qualifications being permitted 
with respect to ceremonies, to coneiliate the prejudices of the. 
people, and be desired that the ctergy should make choice 
of three out of their own body, one of whom was to be ap- 
pointed Dean. 

The Deanery was obtained by David Bandinel, rector of 
the parish of St, Mary, who was recommended tu the King by 
Archbishop Abbot, and approved by the Bishop of Win- 
chester, on the condition of using the Liiurgy, which was ex- 
acted as most imporuni and was readily Buhacribed to ; and 
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th« eorn titl^B of the psritli of St. Sktiout wliicb hxd pre- 
yionBly belonged lo the crovn, were bestowed upon him and 
his successors in the Deanery for erer, the grant being secored 
under the g^reat Seal of Eoglaod. Its powers of judicatar* 
were restored to the spiritnal court ; and the different minis- 
ters were desired to co-operate with the Dean in franuDg a 
body of canons as a code of ecclesiastical law. These having 
been drawn up, with some concessions as to forms, that a mora 
general concurrence might he obtained, they were, after soma 
alterations by the Archbishop of Canterbury, and the Bishops 
of Lincoln and Winchester, who were appointed as commisBi- 
oaers, finally ratified by the King in 1623, and are the regu- 
lations of the present Church establishment. But a considerabU 
proportion of the inhabitants, though disliking the strained au- 
thority of the consistories, were not very readily reconciled to 
the admission of theLituTgy,or to the functions of the Dean ; 
they considered them too nearly allied to the old pcpish system 
of Church forms and government: and lor some lime the Dean 
and his apiritaal Court excited hut little respect, and the ser- 
vice of Common Prayer was neglected. Bandinel continued 
in iheesecntionof his duties until the year 1643 ; when, being 
supposed to encourage the distractions of the times, he was 
takcD prisoner by the governor, and confined first in Eliza- 
beth Castle and afterwards in that of Mont Orgueil ; and a 
fall he received in attempting to escape over the ramparts 
caused his death. 

From the commencement of the civil discord nntil the Re. 
storation in tlie year 1660, an interval of twenty seven years, 
the Liturgy was discontinued ; nor was a Dean appointed 
after (he death of Bandinel until the year 1661 -. at which pe. 
riod the regular Church Service was re-established and the 
ecclesiastical authority restored ; and they have cootianed 
uninterrupted to the present time ; tlie efforts of James the 
Second to convert the inhabitants by sending a garrison of 
Romanists beingfutileand trifling, and soon brought to an end 
by his abdicBlion uf the throne, 



ThABMiml Ttlue of th« mojority of the liTin^ is trifling, 
tUe ele^y principally deriving their rereones from the small 
titbei ; they also receive that proportion of the great tiflies 
vioBh was spared io some of the parishes to the Ministers by 
the Norman Abbots, to whom they were subordinate ; bat 
who, as their rapacity was not very readily satisfied, were the 
iiapreppiBtors of nearly the whole. These impropriations ar& 
n«w received by the governor, and belong to the King, not 
baviBg been restored to their origtnnl owners at the reforms, 
tim, and >re, perhaps, the o»ly tithes so obtained now remain- 
ing in the poasesston of the crown. The incumbents of some 
of the livings are also mtitled to tbe Novals or Deserts, 
wftid) ore thas to ba explained. 

At tWsappmaioa trf Priories AKen, a composilibn was en- 
tared inttt by tbe ministers and the governor respecting the 
ij^bes. After Ibis cosi^iasition, tbe improving slate of agri- 
e^lUire and (ho inereasiog valae of land caused many consi- 
derable portions of ground, previously n^lected and lying' 
waste, to be brought into a state of cultivation, and ploughed 
up. Tbe clergy ctaimed tbeir tithes of the produce of these 
laBds as nothaving bees tnclitded in Ibe composition; and the 
demand was acceded to, nntil Sir John Peyton, the Governor, 
in the reign of James the First, questioned the right bo long' 
ua<bs|p«t<d. Tbe citse having been refei-red to the Council, 
an order in the year 1608 adjudged that the ministers should 
receive the tithes of all those Deserts or Novals from which . 
they then claimed them, provided ihey had not been ploughed 
up within tbe memory of man : but decid*^d that the privilege 
tbonld not extend over any land that might be made arable 
having been previously used as an orchard, or for pasture. 

A parsonage house is attached to each living, and is kept 
in repair at the expense of its respective parish. Charles tba 
First, at the solicitation of Archbishop Land, founded in the 
year 1636 three Fellowships, in Pembroke, Exeter, and Je- 
sus Colleges, in tbe University of Oxford, to be enjoyed by 
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Mlivci of Jenej and GnerMey^ dMignad for Holy Ofdnt, 
ID allemate Bucceisioii. There are alio three exhibUinu «■ 
scbolarBbips ia Pembroke Colle^ for natives of Jersey es- 
olnsively, which were given bjr Moriey, Bishc^ of Wiacbei- 
Wr, ia 16&4. 

But lometinie before these ^snta were conferred, Lanrenco 
Baudain, of (be parish of St. Hsrtin, had bestowed thirty 
two quarters of wheat rent, for the maiDtenance at eitkar of 
the Uaiversities of inch poor scholars of Jersey as sboald bo 
fonnd deserrinif of eDConragement, but noable toaspport tho 
expense of a eollagiate edncation ; a gift that has been of the 
greatest benefit to many of the most useful and respected cha- 
racters of the bland. To him, therefore, belongs the credit 
of having been Ae first to encourage the learning of the is- 
laAden ; >rod gre«t asima^been thsliberality of other bdnefjc- 
ton, it will not, perhaps, be denied that the ^ft of Lavrenca 
Baudain has at least equal daims on the gntefiil acknow- 
ledgment of hii countrymen. 

There are two Free Grammar Schools, founded in th« year 
KOS, called St. Hagloire, or St. Manlier, and St. Anastase, 
under the direction of the Dean and Miniaters ; but tbe en- 
dowments are too small to be of any material service, or to 
render tbe establishments able to effect the origioal design. 
The two schools are sitaated st different ends of tbe Island, 
and are each intended for the accommodation of six parishes, 

Tbe number of Chnrchea and Chapels connected with the 
Established Church is sixteen, including the chapel at the 
Hospital; tfaenumber of sittings contained in them, above 
eleven thousand five hundred. The want of a chapel at Go- 
rey for the accommodation of tbe numbera who frequent the 
place daring the season of the oyster fishery has long been 
severely felt ; and the erection of a suitable building ia now 
in contemplation. The services at St. Paul's and St. James's 
Chapels are entirely in English ; and there is also an Ea- 
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|[IUti Serrict io St. Hdier'i Church ia (h« after now,' which 
u attended bj the tntopi in garriMm. Th« churches are 
f enenlly fully attended ; and thaugh there u in the moral 
aspect of the Island, ai ebewbere, mncb at wbicb the Chria. 
tian raiut grieve, yet abnndant and gratifying proofs are not 
wanting that the spirit of earnest and Tital religion is 
prasent with many. 

The following are the names of the Deans of Jersey, since 
the year 1912. 

1512.— Richard Habon, ] 
1S43.— John Panlet, 
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16-20.— David fiandinel. 1738.-rFraqeoU Payn. 

1661.— Philip Le Couteur. 1776.— Fntnom* Le Breton. . 

1672. — Clem. Le Contenr. 1802. — Dr. Edward Dapre. 

1714.— ThoDus Le Breton. 1823.— Dr. Corbet Hu«. 
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CHAPTER THE SIXTH. 



T^ii£ peopl« of Jeraey appcir from k veiy early date U> 
have posaeiaed extensire and pecmliar privilegM- Theae 
were granted, as ia expreaied in many of the cliarten, to 
reward tliem for their lajthj, and to reeompenie them for 
the damage theif- freqoentlj suffered during a war with 
France from tfaeir vicinitjft to the shores of the enemy, and 
as a remutmatioR for the troable and expense of that oon- 
■taat state of preparation agaiast attack which it was nece^ 
sary for them to obaeire. 

Whether the islaod enjoyed any paitknlar unmanities 
when sabjeat to the Dnkes of Normaidy before the con- 
quest of England, is net known ; bnt as the daims which 
afterwards arose did not then eKist, we may at any rate 
canjectare that they wer* lee* amply conceded thui at later 
periods. 

The earliest privilege of which mention has been made, 
and which there is every reason to suppose more antient 
than the constitutions of King John, is that of a neutrality 
to Jersey and Guernsey during a war between England and 
France ; so that vessels of the latter country and of other 
nations might be allowed, notwithstanding, to continue 
their trade without interruption in the harbours of the 
Island*. 

I 



The d&te of the first conceiaioii of thu Bingalar priTileg* 
hat been lost ; but ae earl; as the year 143S a treatj wa* 
concluded between Henry the Sixth of England and Charles 
the Sixth of France, in which the observance of the nea- 
tralitjr was ordered, and it was forbidden that the contend- 
ing powers should violate it by attacking or insulting each 
other within sight of the Island. 

Fope Sixtns the Fourth, at the desire of Edward the 
Fourth, issued a Bull declaratory of this privilege, and com- 
manding obedience to it, under the penalty of the highest 
•cclesiaitical censuTes, and excommunication of the Church. 
It received the sanction of the Parliaments of Paris during 
ttie reigns of Louis the Eleventh and Charles the Eighth ; 
and was made known by proclamation in the porta of Nor- 
mandy with the Bolemnitiesthat had been previously used for 
the same purpose on the coast of<Brittany. It was also con- 
firmed in every subsequent charter granted in succeed- 
ing reigns to the time of James the Second ; and vas fully 
explained and repeated by Queen Elizabeth ; who ordered 
that '^ merchants of all nations, as well foreigners as nativesj 
as well enemies as friends, should freely and without dan- 
ger frequent the Island with their ships and merchandise, 
and return home and come back, at any time, without mo- 
lestation or hostility of any kind;" and that thiiaecurity 
should exist ** not only within the maritime places of the 
Island and their precincts, but also all around them as far 
as the eye of man could reach : and that if any one should 
violate the grant and confirmation, he was not only to res- 
tore the property unjustly taken, but also to make amends 
by the remedies of the law, for the loss and injury, and be 
severely punished as a contemner of the laws and the Royal 
authority." 

Nor ere the annals of the Island destitale of pro .f that 
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an infringement of thia nentralitf was never permitted witit 
impunity. In the year 1533, during tlie reign of Henry 
the Eighth, a vessel belonging to Guernsey having been 
captured by a French privateer and taken into Morlaix, 
it vras restored to the owner by the Count de Laval, Gover- 
nor of Brittany ; and in the fallowing year a French vestel 
having been seized wiihin the waters of Jersey and brought 
in as a prize, the act was considered illegal by the States, 
and Pointy, the captnrer, compelled to make restitution. 

During the Government of Sir Edward Seymour, after- 
wards Protector of England, several trading vessels belongs 
ing to France happening to lie in the harbour of St. Aubin 
for the purposes of traffic, tbeir seizure was attempted by 
some English privateers ; but the Lieutenant Governor 
BBsembted the Militia, and drove them off as violators of 
the privilege. 

' Many more instances of the good faiih observed by both 
parties are en record. In the year 1614, three Jersey ve^ 
■ela seized by the French, were reetored to their own- 
ers by the authorities of Brittany; and in 1626, the 
Court of Jersey released a] ship from St. Male's, taken 
in the roads by an English privateer. ' During the war 
commenced by Charles the First with France, and the 
attack on the Isle of Khi, the merchants of Rouen and 
Paris traded to the Island ; and even as late aa the Reign 
of Charles the Second,it was visited by the bosiera of Cou- 
tance, who came in considerable numbers for the purchase 
of knit-worsted stockings. Since this period the privilege 
seems gradually to have fallen into disuse, and hae never 
been claimed or recogniied by either party, though it may 
atill be said to exist, ai no declaration or act has been 
passed for its abolition. 

King John was one of the earliest donors of privileges to 
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flic Island, and fo him belongs the praise of having 
first established a Royal judicature. Before the promiilga- 
tion of bis celebrated Constitutions, bj which the adminis- 
tration of the laws wae confided to persons publicly elected 
and ofGciallj responsible, the judicial policy was unformed, 
and the laws themselres uncertain and capricious. We 
have reason to suppose that every Lord of a Manor admi- 
niatered justice over his own fiefs; and the only appeal from 
judgments thus given, lay In &e Courts of Normandy. 

Theae Const! tut ion a, which may justly be termed the 
Magna Charts of the Island, remedied in a. great deg^res 
the evils of this system ; they gave force to what was weak, 
and added mnch that wat Wanting: nor is it unworthy of 
remark, that, while the English subjects of the tyrannical 
John were obliged to wrest from him by the force of arma 
the great fonndaUon of their liberties, his subjects of Jersey 
received from him the origin of their present rights as a 
voluntary concession. 

By these Constitutions twelve awom Coroners, or Jurats, 
were appointed to be chosen from the principal natives of 
the Idand, and sworn to preserve inviolate the rights ol 
the King and of their country. The Bailly was to be as* 
stated by them in holding the pleas of the Crowo, and they 
were, in the absence of the itinerant Judges, or in conjunc- 
tion with them when in the Island, to decide all cases what- 
soever arising within it, except those of high treason, or 
those which related to assaults upon the King's Officers 
while In the execution of their official duties, which were 
specified as of too difficult a nature. 

It was aho ordained that the Court, thus constituted, 
should keep records of their proceedings and judgments, 
that they might, at the pleasure of the King, be viewed by 
him : which order is the fonadation of the appeal to Hit 



McjHty Ir CosBcil from the decialona which msj be made 
bj the Rojul Court, now regoUrl; allowed u a conatitatl- 
onal [igbt 

Nor WH it oooiilend anumgit th« least iMiirfdal of the 
pririlegea granted, at a tiaa when jniitke wai oftM arlri- 
trarj and, perhapa, TCHnf* tint ao wi^ caeHseaoed in th« 
Island should be by oaf prooeBt^ v on »aj plaa, venoTod 
fron the local Coart imtil lt« taal MtilwiMt. It was 
enacted also, that no pereon should be compelled to ausrw 
to a suit before the itinerant Judges, unless & oopj of their 
comtaiasioa had bton dtUvered bj them; nor were thej per- 
mitted to bold an awi^a for a peried longer than ^n« 
veelu ; ftfter which tiow the people irere releaaed from aa 
aeknowiedgaieat of tMr ftutJioritj, and no longer rvqairad 
to appear bclwe tbeflt> 

These are the most important features which dintingviah 
the Constitutions of King John : the other clojosaa pqqci- 
pallj relate to fines and matters of possessiop, homage, &ee 
pardon, the detention of prisoners, &c. Sic-f which were 
added to restrain the authority uinrped hy t))« govemw^ 
and to correct the abnaes progressiTelj' iatrodiuwd fr^n 
their poseesaing both ciyil wd vilitar^ p9wer> 

All these provisions for the benefit of tit* Island n^wr 
to have been coafirmed bj Henry the Third, in the tbiHf - 
third year of his reigu, in an ordes addressed to Philip 
D'Aubigny, the governor. 

By Edward the First » puhlic Seal was granted, in the 
seventh year of his reign, to the intent that all title-deeds; 
&c., might, according to Immemorial custom, be duly exe- 
cuted in the Island without the necessity of letters from 
the English Court of Chancery ; a privilege which U of no 
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Iac«iuid«nble importance from ita conrenieiiee Rndeconsajr 

Edward the Third, in the fifteenth jear of his reign, ra- 
tified these imfflnnitiea in a nev charter, but did not in any 
waj extend them ; although it appears that he was petiti- 
oned to absolve the inhabitanta from liability to a tax of fire 
per cent impoaed upon their mnchandlse entering (he ports 
of England, aa it iraa upon the goods of aliens, though the 
Engliah were admitted to as free a trade in Jersey as the 
nativea. 

From this impost tbey were relicTed by Richard the 
Second in the eighteenth year ofhia reign; who not only 
confirmed the privilegea already enjoyed, bnt, by a distinct 
and separate charter, freed the iahabitanta of the Island, 
from the payment of all taxes, imporitions, and customs, in 
every town and port in the kingdom. 

By lettera patent of Edward the Fourth, issued in the 
eighth year of hia reign, the validity of all previous char- 
ters was continued; and the Islanders were further ex- 
empted from imposts, not only in all cities, boroughs, 
towns, markets, fairs, ports, and harbours, in the king- 
dom, but also in all his lands and Islands beyond seas- 
I4or were these liberties granted to the people without an 
acknowledgment that they were well deserved by their 
general loyalty, and particularly by their late gallant de- 
fence of the Island against Da Guesclin, the French com- 
mander. 

Henry the Seventh, by the various privileges which he 
conferred, deserves also to be praised as a most liberal be- 
nefactor. He ordained, in a charter dated from the Manor 
of Shene, in (he year 14S5, that no accusation of high tret- 
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ton ahonld bo receiT«d against an; inliabiUnt if it wai ad- 
Tanced hj a perHia of ill fame, or even of a dubions ch»> 
racter^ niilesB at the lame time mfficient Becniities veT% 
given that the charge, wonld be proved accordiag to ths 
laws. He also cpmrnanded that no Governor should itar 
priBon an individual, or in anj way interfere in east* abont 
to be jadged by tbe Royal Conrt, those of treason alon* 
excepted, but that the power of pnnishment or acquittal 
should rest solely with the Jurats, who were under the 
gaidance of the laws and customary usages of the Island ; 
and commanded that even in cases of high treason tho G»- 
Temor should not cpnfine the accosed without the concur, 
rence of two Jurats, at the least ; and his powers of deten. 
tlon only existed until the case was made known to the 
King, whose instructions were to be received upon it : nor 
could the governor prevent any subject of the realm from 
quitting, or returning to the Island. 

The Governor and Jnrats were also forbidden to levy 
taxes upon the inhabitants, unless the royal sanction had 
been previously obtained, or the defence of the Island and 
public good imperatively required such an imposition ; mal- 
administration of bis official duties subjected a Jurat to 
dismission from the bench ; and- any dissensions arising 
from these orders were to be referred to the King for his 
settlement. 

That tbe inhabitants were heavily oppressed by the ar- 
bitrary conduct of the governors at this time is apparent 
from these concessions, and their value was preportionably 
appreciated. They protected the rights and liberty of tbe 
people, separated tbe jurisdiction of the military and civil 
authorities, and defined their respective powers. 

These, and all previous immunities, were strengthened 
and confirmed by tbe charters of Henry the Eighth, Ed- 
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wild tht fiistb, uid Qiiwn Huf ; all of whom aeemed 
willing to Mid to Ac fiiTara that had been granted to th* 
inhabitanU of Jeraej by tfaeir predeceuor^ nther tkan in 
May w>7 to kbrtdga or dinlniafa then. 

. EUlzabetl, baring taken the wh(da sUto of the labnd 
iato her eotialderatioD, in an aaple dwrter) dated In the 
tiHuih jear of her relfn,'granted nanj vatiiable inKwaitiee 
in addition to thoee Greedy mijeyed ; expressing hsraelf ae 
temembeiing hew well and faithfelly ita inhabitaBts had 
•erred her and her forebtbera, and wiahieg to encoimg* 
their •ocaeasen to follow tfaeir example. 

She al«o appointod Tertalltan Pyne and Robert Napper 
her coumHuenera, with aethority, after dne iDTeetigation) 
to draw np a body ef Uwa asd ordioaocea for the service 
of the Itlandera; which waa dene in the titirty-tbird year 
of her reign. She reTived bj tbem the meeting of the 
States for enacting lecel regnlattonB, which had been 
fbr soflie thao in a great degree abolished, and or* 
dered It te be conetitnted of these members by whom it ia 
now cempoaed. Many, however, of thesa ardera being 
found not recencilcable with the costoms of the people, they 
were not confirmed, and but few were acted npon. 

The Islanders were also mntdt indebted to the benefao 
tioni of James the First. He ratified all former privileges, 
granted many others of considerable importance, and, by the 
advice of Gardiner and Hussey, who were comroissioned 
for the purpose ef enquiry, he relieved the inhabitants from 
all burdenBome and unnecessary regnlationa. 

Nor waa hia attention oecnpied only with the Improve, 
ment of thecivil policy. He, as has been before observed, 
gave to the Island a code of ecclesiastical regalatiooa^ 



whicb, while tliej enforced a strict nniforaity of wonliip 
Mid Chnrcll gorenuneut, by degrees alkyed the faeAta and 
disaeiuioiu whidi had arieen between the Presbyterianiand 
the reat of the inhabitants. 

He ordered hj thii JDatminent that all natives of the I^ 
land shonld be preferred before others to bold the parochial 
benefices ; and invested the Dean with anthority, if an; mi- 
nister should bj^improper behaTionr deserve punishment, to 
proceed, with the advice and coment »f two of the olergy 
of the Istand, to ■oapension aid sequestration ; and in case 
of further aggravation, empowered bin, if supported by the 
majority of the clergy, to proceed to deprivation. 

Charles the First confirmed the immnuties previenrty 
granted, and by Charles the Second, in a charter dated the 
fourteenth year of hia re^n they were consideMbiy amp}^ 
fied. He also presented a silver Mace, to be borne before 
the Bailly on particular occasions ; on which is an Inscription 
declaring the rsgai<d of the Sovendgn for the IsUnd, and 
tbo fir« allegiaBce titat had been shown to his Father and 
himwlf, d«ing the civil wan, * 

In the twenty-first year of his reign he ismed letters p». 

* ^fjo^txiiftim on t^t fl^ce* 



"Tali hand omnes dignatur honore. 

Carolns Secundna, Magna Britannige, Franclae, et Hibemia 

Res sereniisimuB, affectum Regium ei^i Insulam de Jeney (in 

Sua bis habuit receptnm dnm cKlerig ditionibug exdnderetnr) 
occe mODumento feri Begio posteris c<»isecratom vohiit. Jut< 
sitque ui deincepa BalirU pneferatur, in perpetusm memoriam 
fidei, tLLm augustiseimo parenti Carolo primu, iita auee Mueatsti, 
BEevientibus bellis civilibiu, serratee s virU clariseimis, Philip^ et 
6c^io de Carteret, e^uitibus auratii, biijns insalae B^r. st Reg. 
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tent grantlag variooB other indnlgencies lolicited hj the 
I«tandera ; all vrhich vere afterwards secured to them bj 
the charter of James the Second. 

Since that period^ no charters under the great Seel of 
England have been sent for the ratiGcation of the insular 
privileges ; but they have been admitted and augmented 
at various times by orders transmitted to the States by the 
King in Council, from whom all immunities now emanate. 

Perhaps one of the principal rights which the inhabitants 
of Jersej possess, is that of freedom from the influence ef' 
all acts of the British Parliament, unless specially included 
in them ; aud, even after this, they must be communicated 
to the States by the King in Council previonsly to their ob- 
taining ia the Island the validity of law. All writs what- 
soever issuing from the British Courts of Judicature, are 
inoperative ; and no seamen can be impressed in the harw 
boars of the Island. 

Of the Laws, which embrace an infinite variety of local 
usages, it will not b9 expected that n«re than a very cnr^ 
sory notice should be taken. It will therefore only be re- 
quisite to relate some of the principal heads which may 
serve to show their nature and spirit 

The criminal law is founded on the oli Nonhan system 
of Jurisprudence, as it is laid down in the Sommt de Man- 
tel, and Grand Costumier, with the BunotatioDs of Rottill6 
in the fifteenth century. 

The crimes punishable with death, which is inflicted by 
hanging, are murder, rape, arson, robbery on the high way^ 
and burglary. 

When sentence of death is awarded by the Court, IC 
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le Blways carried into immediate execution, unlegi tlie con- 
demned is Tecommended to tke mere; of tlie King ; in 
which case the punishment ia deferred until the Royal plea- 
sure ia received. 

Whenerer capital punishment Ia inflicted on a prisoner, or 
he is sentenced to the pillory or banishment for five or more 
years, his estate, real and personal, is forfeiti'd to the Crown. 

Treason, as has been before observed, is reserved for the 
cognizance of the King in Council : the Court not being 
competent to pronounce OQ the crime, or even to examine 
witnesses on the charge. 

Forgery is puniAed by exposition in the Pillory. 

Manslaughter by fine, imprisoDment or banishment, ac> 
cording to circumstances. 

Cutting and maiming, termed Maihem in tiie old Norman 
Code, subjects the offender to corporal pnniebment in addi- 
tion, in aggravated cases. 

Larceny is punished by impiisonment, public whipping 
or banilbment, at the discretion of the Court. 

In many of these cases it was formerly a practice 
to cut off the lower part of the offender's ear ; but this cus- 
tom, so repugnant to the feelings of the age, has been of 
late disnaed, though it is not abolished. 

Felo dt te is followed by the confiscation of property, and 
Jie body is buried without Uie ceremonies of the Church. 
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Iib«l and ilindcr u* not proMcnted bj indietrntnt ; bat 
Ahe party aggri«red may either proceed with Hie King's 
Prourem*, or Attoraey General, in which caie the defen- 
dant^ if found gniltj, may be mulcted in h fine ts the King 
and damaget to the prosecutor, or an action may be brought 
an the case for civil damages alane ; in either mode of pro* 
eeeding th« defendant may plead a justification in bar of 
the actioa. 

Assanltamay be prosecnted criminallfwhen they are of 
« B^ou natare, or committed on the Ring's high-way ; tho 
culprit it Ui«n fined and wpriaoned : or the complainant 
may be joined with (he Attorney Gcnenl in the prosecii- 
tion ; in which case a fine to the King u iHposed withovt 
imprisonment, and ciril damages are given for the benefit 
of the injured party- 
There are also various laws which regulate the servicM 
of the militia. By theie the Court has the power of impo- 
sing fines for neglect of duty, or inattention to discipline, 
and can proceed to imprisonment. 

Civil causes are also decided hy laws which owe their 
origin to the Norman feudal system. 

T^TCfl are mostly fee etmple. The law of inherHance 
with respect t6 the descent of estates does not vary in any 
great degree from that which in the time of Lyttleton was 
observed in England. In the diviiioB of property, the el- 
dest son, «r dsoghter in fiulnre of male isone, i> entitled to 
ft certain portion of the estate together with the psinoipal 
house, to discharge the Seignenrial services and ground 
rent, payable in corn, imposed by the original Lords of the 
•oil on its donation to a vassal, and to indemnify him for 
those military supplies which every estate is bound to tm- 
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nisli according to its extent, if tlie defence of the Island 
should require them. He is dao to defraj all other ground 
rents, which, although now payable in monej, may bav< 
been due iipon the estate for forty years : but is privileged 
to claim the arenies leading to the principal house, to a 
certain number of vergees of land, and to one on every ten 
comprehended in (he estate, as his right from primoge- 
niture. 

These claims having been satisSed, two thirds of what 
remains are divided amongst all the sons, and one third 
amongst the daughters, in equal proportions j each being 
charged with their respective portions of any other mortga- 
ges that may be due upon the property. 

That estates cannot be very large, when land mnst be 
thus divided, will be readily supposed. But the law, as it 
now exists, is not unproductive of considerable benefit. It 
tends to the increase of population by giving a more gene- 
ral competence, excites the independence of the people, and 
renders absolute poverty unfrequent. 

No real property is devisable by will. 

A widow claims as her dower one third of th« estate 
owned by her husband. 

A widower enjoys at hia wife's death, if there have been 
children, her real estate until he marries again ; but it then 
reverts to her next of kin, as it does if there has been no 



A wife may reclaim at her husband's death her estate if 
■old or encumbered by him without her sanction being ex- 
pressed by a participation in the deed : should she die first, 
her heirs have the same privilege. 
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A father cannot give, except daring his life, « greater 
•hare of his landed property to any one child than the laV 
■pecifiea. His donation may be anauUed hy an action com* 
nienced within a year and a day after his decease. 

All eales of land belonging to minors may be revoked by 
them on coming of age. 

The holders of estates owe homage to the Lords of the 
Manors, and, when they are required, are obliged to deli- 
ver into the Baronial Court an account of the lands they 
possess, under the penalty of a seizure of tbeir property, to 
be held until the contempt is cleared. The Lords in collate- 
ral successions, enjoy the estate of the deceased for one year. 

The undisturbed possession of an estate for forty years 
forms a good and suOicient title. 

All title-deeds and mortgages are inserted in a register 
placed under the care of an officer duly appointed : the 
neglect of this insertion invalidates the mortgage. 

If an estate is overcharged with mortgages, the cesih bo- 
notvm, or relinquishment of property, b allowed to the 
mortgager. The mortgagees institute proceedings to esta- 
blish their claims, which last for a year, during which time 
the Lord of the Manor holds the estate of the insolvent. 
It is then demanded of the last mortgagee whether he will 
take the estate and make good all the preceding claims 
upon it ; if he refuses, his own claim upon the estate is al- 
together cancelled, and a similar offer is made to the next 
in succession ; and the estate continues to be rotatively so 
offered until, the overcharge having been thus cleaied off, a 
mortgagee is found willing to take possession of the estate 
and guarantee the claims of the rest. But however hard 
this may appear upon the last creditors, it must be remem- 



berecl that, all mortgagea being registered, tbe charges dua 
upon every estate are learnt witli the greatest facility. 

The tenure of land purchased with caah only, cannot be 
considered stable until the expiration of a year and a day ; 
BB in the intermediate time the nearest relations of the sel- 
ler, or the Lord of the Manor, are privileged by the law of 
RelraUCf or Pre-emption, to take the estate from the buyer 
on repaying him the purchase money : But the lapse of 
time above specified debars them from the right. If, however, 
the estate is bought with rents, the sala ia not to be ques- 
tioned, as the law then views it as an exchange of real pro- 
perty, rather than as a purchase. 

Rents are a mortgage on estates. They were formerly 
either paid in corn, or in money varying according to tb« 
value of grain. Bat many dissensions having arisen from 
the nomination of the price to be paid by those who owed 
them, it was definitively fixed by an order of Council that 
corn rents, with the exception of those due to the King'a 
revenue, the Church, the Clergymen, and Lords of Manors, 
should for the future be discharged in money at the rate of 
two shillings and one penny per Capital, a measure inferior 
in size to a Winchester bushel, or sixteen shillings and eight 
pence per qnarter j but in all deeds the term corn rents is 
still retained. 

The origin of this species of corn rent, which is of very 
ancient date, was occasioned by the poverty of the inhabi- 
tants and the scarcity ef money. He who was unable to 
raise sufficient to pay the whole price of the land, was per- 
mitted to leave a certain portion of the amount secured on 
it, for which he paid interest with it* produce. The utility 
of this law at length caused its extension to every descrip- 
tion of real property, such as houses, &c. &c. It is nofr 
only required th«t ou« quarter of the purchase money of tut 
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ettate iIikII be paid down ; the reit nay ranain in rento 
due upon lb 

Thit Bftten may perbaps joatl; be coiuidered ai well 
calculated to Btimulate exertion, ei it holds ont a prospect 
of property to be gaiaed Tith a bouII capital, and to be re« 
tained by Httentioa and industry. 

A wife is entitled at tbe death ofherhnsband to balfof 
his personal property if he leaves no children ; but only to 
one third if there should be issue. One third is then the 
portion of the children, and one third is disposable at the 
pleasure of the testator. A widower wilhoat children 
may distribute ati hii money in any way. 

The personal property of intestates is divided equally 
when there are only sons, or only daughters ; but when 
there are both, the sons are enUtled to two thirds, and the 
daughters share the remainder. 

In allcoUateralsuccessiens the real and the nnbequeathed 
.personal property lapses to the nearest relations ^r ca/itfe, 
and not per ttirpej and to the males in exclusion of the fe- 
males, in the same degree of relationship. 

Ten years is the term of limitation on Actions of debt, and 
on bonds and other simple contracts. 

Inquests on sudden and accidental death are held, on a 
mandamus from the Chief Magistrate, by the Vicomte, and 
twelve Jurors who are summoned by him ; whoever he 
choses for the service is compelled to attend. 

Lunatics, or those who are considered incapable of ma- 
naging their own affairs, may be deprived of the adminis- 
tration of their property by an order of the Coart, which 
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however is not granted until incapacity U fully proved bj 
>ix principal people, inhabitants of the same parUh, and 
competent to form a judgment. A cnrator is then chosen bj 
fleten of the nearest relatives of the lunatic, who are equally 
responsible with the person to whom the trust ia commit- 
ted forthedae administration of the estate. 

NuisanceB or encroachments en the King's high road am 
removed or prevented by the Court ; which annually holds 
views in three parishes, and is conducted by a sworn Jury 
to those parts where its interference is reqalred ; it can 
proceed in a summary manner against offenders, and panilh 
them by fine, the amount of which is discretionary. 

All encroachments on property, and all civil injuries 
which require a prompt remedy, may be resisted by the 
Clameur de Haro ; after which an action ia brought. Thia 
singular exclamation, the form of which ia Uaro^ Saro, 
Uaroji Ci&iemon Ptinee, was only made use of in the 
Dutohy of Normandy, as it exitted on ils Grst constitution, 
on occasions of great peril or consequence, and was an ap- 
peal made to Rollo for justice and protection as the founder 
of the laws, and preserver of the rights of the people. 
The word Haro is compounded of Ha ! aa earnest ejacu- 
lation, and of a contraction of the name of the Duke. But 
much as it was formerly respected in Normandy, it is to 
this day no less absolute here : it is an instantaneous check 
which cannot be disputed, and one of the parties must be 
fined. 

The ecclesiastical laws which are all founded on the Ca- 
nons of James the First, grant to the Dean the power of 
bestowing special licences for marriage ; he has also the 
entry and probate of wills, which must be registered in his 
office, and approved under his seal : and he gives letters of 
administration of the goods of intestates, dying without 
leirs of their body, to the next of kindred. t.,oo»lc 
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Whatever may be the merit or the tfficacy of the insular 
laws, it is much ta be fished that they were arranged and 
collected. They are, wilb the exception af thoee relating 
to the church, to be sought for at present in Tolumea of an- 
cient customs, or are dispersed in aunberleaa orders of 
Council, or are to be drawn from precedents. 

The fonnadon sf aregnUr code would be ^aniversal 
benefit It would la; opea an easier path ts the knowledge 
of the lawt, now not attainable without great difficultj, 
wonld fadlita'te the deckioiu of the Jurats, and raaore 
nianj of these ambiguities which impede Ihe adminiatration 
of justice. 

But a distantliope that tnch good triU be at lart efiec- 
. ^d IB aU that can now b« iadulged in. It is reaerred Tor 
tibose. times whan the beats of party apiiit eball have rabti- 
dfiif and the States shall eome to the patviotic deienaina* 
Isoa of confiding to competent penousths tiak ef unitglng 
th» whole bodjr of jadicial ii 
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CflAFTER THE SEVENTH. 



Tour tlurousti <tte Parfslies. 



^XTJOUITIES, NATURAL CutlI0SlIIB3, £fC. 



Sbvokc a. itonriB connaencedttcFoiigb tite cenittiy fmidiCB, 
bf vhicli the pirncipal ttatural cnriorities«nd r«maiii8-of 
ADti^ai^ nay be moat readily seen, tlioBe'vktfeatS'or tn- 
t/ereat should first be viiited wbioh are bt be fvuod !■ the 
neighbourhood of the town of St Heliw. 

Fort Regent, ttw largeat aad meat iniiortnt defensive 
put in the klaad has alreaclj been cnnorilf notloed, md 
to the accoaat prerionalj giTsn of EUtabeth Caitle but 
little can be added. The site of this castk, if long voati- 
juied (laditioQ may be ciedited, was nat fomwrif an insu- 
lated ^otj.bnt connected with ihe town by neadowsvhkh 
have since been overwhelmed hj the sea. It was oooi-pied 
by an Abbey of canons regular of the order of St. Angustin 
fasBessing am^e revenaes, and 'dedicated by i«t Sfannan 
founder to Uelerina, the murdered .lednie, who>ie said-ta 
have been not lesi remarkable for the sanctity tfmn for Ae 
anateritgr of his life, and beame a martyr to his profession 
of Christiamtj^. But thia abbey, thongh on its ^nt esta- 
Uiibment H enjoyed eonsidemblerSfwlKtioa and peirer, 
jloeQ fell firon ita «mtaal wiiaeaneBfie* Adbert, Jts^aMitit, 
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having been employed b; the Empresa Maude to direct the 
completion of ■ religious edifice at Cherbourg, wsis reward- 
ed vith the abbacy of the new fouadation ; and to support 
itvith greater dignity, the principal revenuea were after a 
time transferred to it from the abbey of St. Helier, which 
waa reduced, to a Priory. It existed in this impovenahed 
state till the raign of Henry the Fifth, when it waa rap- 
pressed by hint in the year 1414 with alt other prioriea 
alien depending on capital abbiesin Normandy. Alt traces 
of the original monaatic eiliSce have been deatroyed, though 
at no distant period a part of the chnrch waa atanding, and 
the choir was used aa a chapel by the garrison of the caatle. 
But the neceasity of extending the fortress, at length cau- 
sed the demolition uf theae remains ; they were removed 
to admit of accommodations for a greater number of troopa, 
and to increase the size of the parade : and the house in 
vbicb a great part of the History of the BebellitHi waa 
written by the celebrated Clarendon, and which long re- 
tained, in memory of its occupant, the name of La Matsoa 
dn Chancelier, waa pulled down at the same time. 

The cell which is said to hare been the residence of St. 
Helier, is excavated from one of a cluster of rocks cloae to 
the oastle ; a few broken step) by which the ascent was 
made still remain, and a hollow in the celt is affirmed, on 
the authority of tradition, to have formed bis only place 
efreat. The cave caanot be approached except at tew 
water. 

The neighbourhood of the town of St Helier doei not 
now ooDtaiD any remains of the Drnidical temples, or 
.Cromlechs, locally called Poquelayes, at one time very com- 
inoB in it, and which, indeed, are said to have been scarcely 
less numerous in the Island than in Anglesey itself. Three 
af these were formerly standing in a very perfect state near 
A* village of Le Dicqj all which have sow beea removed, 
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tfti the Btane noat protwblr emplojad in bnildli^s.- A 
very reanrkable and p«rfect Dnidical teinpl«> of Ui%« pro- 
portioni, was diBCovefed in the year 1785 npon the Moat 
^fl U Ville, where Fort Regeat now etaiidi, on the remo- 
val of an artificial mound of earth bj which it hid been ct^ 
vered. It vaa preeented by the States to MarshBl Conway, 
thou Governor of the Island, who remored it to Park Place, 
hu seat in Berkshire, and reconstructed it there according 
to its original form. 

Until within a few years there remained in the vicinity 
of the town a small chapel dedicated to Notre Dame des 
pas, or Our Lady of the Steps ; a name which it was said 
to have obtained from the supposition of the Virgin Mary 
having appeared there to some enthusiast ; and that the 
rock, upon which the<^pelwas afterwards boUt in her 
honor, became soft enough to retain the impression of her 
feet Neither the name of the original founder, nor the ag« 
of the erection is known, though It may be presumed that 
the building was nf an earlier date than aoy of the Churches. 
For many years before its destruction, which was in conse- 
quence of its interfering with the military works round 
Fort Regent, it was need as a store-house. 

The principal objects of interest on the eastern side of 
the Island, may perhaps be most easily seen by making a 
circuit from St. Helier's, through Grouville and Corey, and 
by returning through St. Martin'), by the high road from 
that parish to the town. 

Grouville may beapproached from St. Helier's, either by 
the St. Clement's road which passes through that parish at 
a short distance from the coast, or by iHe Grouville road, 
the two nniting in that village. Both are military roadf, 
having been* first cut by the soldiers when General Don 
held the government 9f the Iiland. The St. Clement's 
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road on leaving the town, akirtii the ground* af Plaiaancc, 
a very handBome residence built by the late James Hemery, 
Jun., Esq., and belonging to his family, till it reaches the 
Tillage of Le Dicq, and thence runs through the Manor of 
Samaras ; the ancient manor-house has beea lately rebuilt 
upon an exteDsiTe scale, and the modern residence lies on 
the left of the road, about a mile and a half from St. He- 
tier's. The land towards the eea is thus far principallj 
formed of low sandy hillocks, termed Lea Miellea, coTered 
with scanty verdure, though occasionally patches of lu-' 
cerne are to be seen, which often thrives in situations appa- 
rently offering no hope of successful cultivation ; and the 
bank is protected against the waves with piles, formed of 
the stumps of trees, deeply driven into the sand. But not- 
withstanding all the precautions taken, the sea has at di& 
ferent times gained much upon this shore, and it is with 
difficulty that any sufficient defence can be formed against 
its encroachments; and a small insulated spot, called La 
Motte, aB'ording pasture for a few sheep during the summer, 
seems to mark that the cultivated ground extended so ftr 
at least, at no very distant period. 

The manor and Gef of Samares, belonging to the family 
of Hammond, is one of the roost extensive and of the first 
rank in the Island ; the other principal Refa are those of 
St. Onen, Rozel, Trinity, and Desangr^s in the parish of 
Trinity : these are all held of the King, in capite, by 
Knight's service, and are called fieft hauberts. Thus the 
Lord of the manor and SefofSt. Ouen, is obliged by hia 
tenure to appear in arms, with two of his tenants well 
mounted and equipped, and to do service for two thirds of 
forty days at Mont Orgueil Castle, whenever the island is 
threatened or attacked. The Lord of Roiel is bound, 
whenever the King may visit the island, to go into the sea 
to meet hin, on horseback, as deep as the girths of hla 
horse, and to attend him in the same manner, and as firr, 
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on his iMTiog it.. He is also the King's cnp-hearer, dnriag 
hia staj in the island, and entitled to the same pay as the 
cnp-bearer in England. The Lord of Desaugres must also 
meet the King in the eanie manner as the Lord of Uosel ; 
and is to furnish a man at arms completely equipped and 
monnfed, for as long a period as an enemy may be in the 
island or its vicinity. The Lord of the free iief of Trinity 
is held subject to supply two drakea for the royal table» 
whenever the King U in the island. There is a cnrious 
custom said to be attached to the manor of Samares : the 
Rector of the parish is bound to carry the Lady of the manor 
behind him on a pillion (en croupe) on a white horse, from 
the house to the church, when she goes there the first time 
after her accouchement, and bring her home again: but 
this as may be supposed, has been seldom observed, as the 
lord of the manor is to supply the horse, which the minister) 
may claim after it has performed its part in the pag eant. The 
possessors of the principal fiefs are frequently called after 
them as a titular distinction, to the disuse of their family name, 
as is the case in France; but the feudal powers which the 
lords formerly exercised over their dependents, now no longer 
remain to them, and the services anciently due by the te- 
nants have, for the most part, been disused or compounded 
for. The King, however, still has a claim on the tenants of 
his manors in Groaville and St. Saviour's to make and carry 
the hay in certain meadows situate in these parishes ; and 
these services are always required of them by the receivers 
of hh revenue. 

About a mile beyond Samares, is the Church and village 
of St. Clement's, from which a bye-road branches off to 
Pontac, a small cluster of houses on the beach, one of which 
is much frequented from the accommodation afforded there 
to parties. Close to this is a Martello tower. These towers 
are very numerous round the whole island, being placed 
wherever the nature of the shore renders it accessible to an 
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enem; • i'^^J s'^ conatrncted of ston«, and moant from one 
to three heavy guns. The whole coast is here literally stud- 
ded with roclu, extending hair across the channel, and vi- 
■ifale at low water for two or three miles ont ; rendering 
the approach rerj dangerona for any who are not 
thoroughly acquainted with their situation, and the many 
atrang currents and eddies which they form : it was, how- 
ever, on a ridge of these rocks, termed Le Banc de Violet, 
running round La Rocque point, the soath-eastero angle of 
the island, that the French under Rullecourt effected tbeii 
landing in the year 1781. From this part of the coast Sey- 
mour tower is a. singular and conspicuous object ; it is si- 
tuated amongst these rocks at a distance of two miles from 
the land at high water, but nay be approached on foot 
when the tide is low. It is of course often exposed to a 
very heavy sea, which, during the storms of winter, dashes 
against it with tremendous power, and overwhelms it with 
spray and foam. It is occupied during war by an officer's 
guard) having charge of the military stores contained there. 

'What dreadful pleasure there to stand suMinie, 
Like shipwreek'd [oaiiuer on desert coait. 
And view th'enormons waste of vapour, tost 
In billows, lengthening to the horizon round. 
Now scooped in gulfa, tvith mouataius now embossed. 
Bb4Ttie. 

St. Clement's Church is pleasantly sitnated, but the build- 
ing itself is devoid of any attempt at ornament ; it is, how- 
ever, kept in good repair, and contains adequate accommo- 
dation for the parishioners. Its roof, as is the case in all 
churdies, is entirely composed of stone, no wood being in- 
troduced ; and the slate is laid on the stone arching. These 
buildings possess great solidity, but the style of architec- 
ture in the interior is of the heavy Norman character, and 
the massive pUlars and low arches occupy much room, and 
inpsde the voice of the minister. From St. Clement'sj tb& 



road wiadlng below the aignal post) enten the village of 
Gronville, close to the churcli, and there joini the main road 
to Gorey. 

A ahorter and more general nay to Groaville, vben it it 
not requisite to visit St. Clement's, is by the direct militarj 
road to the Tormer parish. Thig passes through George- 
town, a village about a quarter of a mile from the town of 
St. Uelier, and thence through Bagot and the hamlet of 
Longueville, and rises over the steep hill of Grouville, on 
descending which the village is entered. The church, 
which is one of the prettiest in the island, is situated in the 
middle of the village, and has a quiet and rural appearance. 
The remains of a very ancient chapel, dedicated to St. Mar- 
garet were till a late period observable near it ; but these 
were at last removed to make way for a building erected on 
its site, and which its Btones perhaps contributed to raise. 
The land on the right of the road leading from Grouville to 
Mont Orgneil soon aasomee a sandy and uncultivated ap- 
pearance, resembling the Samarea Mielles ; and the coast 
which forms Grouville Bay is lined with Martello tower*, 
standing at short distances from each other, and it further 
protected by Fort Henry and a redoubt. 

The view of Mont Orgueil Castle from this distance, as 
also from the summit of the hill above Grouville, is aingu- 
larly noble and imposing ; and though the building is not 
exten8ive,yet its situation is such as to give it an appearance 
of consequence deserving of its name. After passing through 
Gorey, the road leads directly to its gates. The date of its 
original construction is unknown, but it has been assigned, 
not without probability, to Robert, the eldest son of Wil- 
liam the Conqueror. It can, liowevtr, be traced bock with 
certainty to very remote times, and in the reign of King 
John it wasa place of considerable streiiglli. Vuriou s Id^; , 
ditiont have been made to it at different times ; and many 
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pirlief wbat noir remain are of comparativrlf receot erec* 
tion, u may be learnt from the different coats of arms, car- 
rtd on atone eacatcbeons, and placed over aeveral of the gate* 
waya. The cliapel of St> George in whicli some of the most 
distinguished characters in the hiatory of the island, and 
several of its governors were buried, is now completely in 
ruins, and nearly filled up with rubbish, having been partly 
excavated from the earth, and the covering having fallen in. 
Under an arched gateway near the entrance are some stone 
benche*, on which the judges sat when trying military cri- 
minals ; and not far distant are the ends of som« beams, 
from which those sentenced to death were immediately sas- 
pended. A small apartment in the principal tower of the 
castle, still in good repair, is said to be that which was inha- 
bited by Charles the Second when he remained for some 
months in the island, after the death of his father, before he 
accepted the invitation of the Scots. During his residenc* 
he made himself so well acquainted with every part of the 
island, that he is related to have drawn a map of it, which 
w^B shown to travellefB not many years ago in a cabinet of 
curioKities at Leipaic, and is, perhaps, still in existence. 

On a clear day, the villages and buildings on the opposite 
coast of France, and the celebrated Cathedral of Coutsnce 
may bediatingnished with the naked eye from the top of 
the castle ; and its lofty situation, overhanging the sea, and 
the recollection of the various scenes of local interest of 
which it has been the theatre, entitle it to a feeling of 
respect which few are inclined to withhold. 

The tower by war or tempest bent. 
While yet shall frown one hattlement. 

Demands anddaunts the stranger'i eyt ; 
Each ivied arch, and pillar lone. 
Plead* haughtily for glories gone. 

Loan Braor, 
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- At a short distance from the caatle, which wu described 
b; Prynne in Bome Terseg composed during hU confinemeDt 
there from August 1637, to NoTember !fl40, ii Geoffrj'i 
Rock, from which criminals are said in former dnjs to have 
been (brown into the sea ; and upon the heights in the vi- 
cinity, at a spot called Anne Vilte, a considerable Druid- 
ical relic ia to be seen. It is a Poquelaje, consisting of a 
large stone which raeasures in length abont fifteen feet, in 
breadth about ten, and nearly three in depth or thickness ; 
it formerly rested transversely npon five blocks of a smaller 
sise, but the removal ot several of them has now caused it 
to recline on the ground. 

From Mont Or^eil a path winding among the rocks and 
cliffs round the coast, leads into St. Catherine's Bay, and 
from thence roond the point of Verclut and La Coupe as 
far SB Rozel, the north-eastern extremity of the island. It 
is not passable for any wheeled carriage, and was originallj 
cut to facilitate the movements of light infantry in the event 
of an attack on the island. A few guns, now dismounted^ 
were placed in embrasures in the most commanding sitaa- 
tiona. The walk is singularly romantic, and affords a fin* 
prospect of the bold and interesting cliffs, and the distant 
French coast. St. Catberine's bay, though inferior in point 
of size to many of the bays, comprehends some of the most 
picturesque Scenery of which the island can boast. Wood, 
and orchards as productive as in any other situations, and 
by which a few farmhouaes are half concealed, grow to the 
very edge of the beach, and offer a fine contrast to the loftj 
and irregular boundary rocks. In the middle of the sweep 
Of the bay, at a short distance from the shore, stands Archi- 
rondel tower, built upon a cinater of rocks which are insH- 
lated at high water. 

The road to St. Martin's from Most Orgueil, after re- 
passing Gorey, rises over a hill of some length, and i* carried 
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through Bomeof the richest and mort fertils land in tb«- it- 
land. St Martin's church is well situated, and though a 
plain structure, presenta a neat and respectable appearance ; 
the interior has recently been much improved b; the remo- 
val of the old and inconvenient seats and petra, qnd their re< 
construction on a more commodious and uniform plan. A. 
new parsonage house has just been erected. The manor of 
Rozel, to which there is an excellent read from the church* 
constitutes, as has been observed, one of the principal Sei- 
gneuries, and now belongs to P. R. Lempri^re, Esq.: the 
manorial rights extend over a considerable tract of coanlrjt 
The manor-house, which i* on the right of the high road, U 
well clothed with wood, and has been much improved by 
its present possessor. The little harbonr af fiocel, which 
is approached by continuing the road which winds down k 
steep and very romantic hill to the beafh, is highly beauti'' 
ful ; a remark which, perhaps, applies to almost all th4 
smaller inlets round the coast. The neigh bouriug barracksf 
which are delightfully situated, were always occupied by 
troops during the war, but are now untenanted ; and would 
soon fall into decay were it not for the very subltantial 
manner in which they are built, as but liftU care ii taken to 
preserve them from ruin. 

On a small cliff, close to the harbour, called Le CouperoD} 
the most extensive Druidical antiquity now existing in th« 
island, and which is supposed to have been a temple of that 
worship, is to he seen. ]t is composed of twenry-one stones 
o'f about the height of three feet, enclosing within an area 
somewhat oval, other blacks and masses that appear to 
have once formed a Poquelaye, or Cromlech, of a consider- 
able size. Three flat slabs, each six feet in length, which 
are supposed to haVe once been united, are said to have 
rested formerly upon foarteen smaller supporters of about 
the height of two feet Perhaps thsir present broken 
sfate is mere attributable to wanton violence than to the in- 
jtirleSofdme. 
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On rctnniiiig from Roiel to St Ileltcr'i bj the pRriili of 
SL Saviour, it is neceisarf to retrace the road to St. Martin'i 
ckurch, where the St. Saviour.'s road branches off, leaving 
that to Gorej on the left, and a communication t« Trinitj' 
OD the right. On entering the parish of St. Savioar which 
cemmences about a mile from St. Martin's church, the lame 
wooded and fertile appearance which universally prevails 
in this district is coiiiiuned, and the apple trees are still - 
more abundantly cultivated than in the tatter pBriab, where 
a larger proportion of corn is grown. A road which is seen 
on the left leads to a building called La Uougoe Die, or, as 
it is often termed, tbe friiice'e Tower, from having belonged 
<ome year* ago to the Prince of Bouillon, a native of the 
lEland, and an idmirBl in the British Navy. After the 
prince's death it was purchased by General Gordon, when 
Governor of the island, and is now the property of F. Le 
Breton, Esq. The tower, which is small, is circular ; and 
iCandinj; on a raised mount of earth, surrounded by trees, 
forms altogether a considerable elevation; the view from 
the top comprehends the greatest part of the island. 

The original construction of this bailding, which has 
claims to great antiquity, is the subject of tbnt romance and 
fable with which the history of distant ages is bo frequently 
obscured. !t is eaid that in anctent times the marsh of 
St Laurence was infested with a serpent or dragon of enor- 
mous size and proportionate strength, which, devouring all 
tbe inhabitants withotit regard to age or sen, spread terror 
and desolation through the island. 

Quale porten turn neque militaris 
Daania id latla alit esculctis 
Nee Jubx tellui general. 

The fame of this mon«ter having reached the ears of De 
Haaibie, a Norman Nobleman, he determined to attempt its 
deitraetion ; and arriving for tliat purpos* wtlh one attend- 
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«i|t odIj, >ufif}««ded in oterpow«rmp hir fdviDlAtU* oppo- 
nsntt aad cut off hii head. But while tla^ping after th* 
Itbourtof the fight, h« was himself *laia by hia trtacheron 
compauion, who it (eemB was moved with the design of ob- 
tainiDg his master's property and widow ; and retnr»ing to 
Normandj he so worked upon her feelings by aisertift'g that' 
the dragon had killed her husband, and that he himself had" 
killed the dragon, aad by feigning that De Bambie had nr^ 
gad aa a last reqneit that she would marry the person who 
bad avensed his death, ihat she was moved, as the story re^ 
lateS) from love to her departed lord to espouse her-sertant, 
and gave him possession of her estates. But hit guilty 
conscience did not allow him any enjoyment from the suc- 
cess of bis scheme ; he was betrayed by his restlessness and 
agitation, and the exclamations he uttered in his sleep : and 
a fall confession of his crime having been drawn from him, 
he was delivered into the hands of justice, suffered' accord- 
ing to his deserts, and bisfate was recorded to ' point a mo- 
r«l and adern a tale.' 

The widow after this, raised upon the spot where D« 
Ham^ie's murder had taken place, a fnneral menntor bar* 
n>w, on which she placed a tower and chapel for the cel^ 
bration of massts, of such a height that she could see it' 
from her habitation In Normandy ; nnd this is said to have 
obtained the appellation it now retains, front Hogne, signi- 
fying a monnt or barrow, and from Bie terminating the 
name of the person to whose memory it was constmcted. 

Many years afterwards, Richard Mabon, having been, on 
his return from Jerusalem, appointed to the Deanery of the 
Island by fhe Bishop of Coutancej made many alterations in 
the original building, and added to the chapel which he 
called the chapel of Notre Dame, or onr Lady of Htnigue 
Cie. In those superstitious times few fabies could be too 
gross or absurd to be willingly received, and Mabdn doe^- 

, ■ . t_;.XH;lc 



not appear (o have been slack in taking advantage of th« 
credulous temper of the age. He excited a peculiar reTe- 
reh'ce for the ptace bj encouraging the idea tha( the Virgin 
Mary f^equeatl7 honored the spot b; nppearing there la 
hint'; and he placed her figure in an eiccavBtion under 
{ground, formed to resemble the Huly Sepulchre at Jeruta- 
lem, and 'communicated with bj arched paaRSges, through 
"Which the people passed' to pay their devotions; at tha 
e^d of 'these paBsagefl- th*e figure was seen through an Open- 
ing; leanio'g otf one elbow, and with one hand extended to 
receive tl^e gifts which all who visited the chapel were ex- 
pebt^topl^jient; 

Th'is spectacle failing, when the charm of novelty was 
tfVer, to attracttlTe people in tb^'numbers desired by Mabon, 
he' had recourse to the expedient of reporting that the Vir- 
gin rfould'for the future perform many miracles at the 
H'ogue ; and on the days appointed for tlirse exhibitions, 
by various impositions, such as the suspension of lighted 
tapers from the roof by means which were concealed, the 
people enrpecliog a miracle and pethape not unwilling to 
be deceived, were led by him to believe that supernatural 
vondere had been manifested. And indeed se gross and 
ridiculous we're the schemes he practised, that in after timei 
tliere' arose' in consequence many proverbial expressions, 
scarcely yet forgotten in the Island, and any thing very 
darvellona and absurd was declared to be ' a miracle of La 
Bogiie.' 

The high road, which mnat be returned to after viewiug 
£a Hougne Ble, pasties through the manor of Grainville, be- 
IiAlging to James Robin, Esq. 

Vhe Tttanor-bouse is 1o the right, at a short distance from 
the road, and'belongs to John Poingdestre, Esq. St. Sa- 
tier's ehdrch which stands a little beyond, on the snmmit' 
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•F the tiiUj is' the lorgeit of the country cliurchei j and 
though the building is tomewhat defaced b; the bad taat* 
displayed in many of the alterations and repairs it liai un- 
dergone, it pOBsesaes considerable beauty. Its situation is 
picturesque ; and from the church-yard, which is ornament- 
ed with some fine and luxuriant trees, an extensive view 
comprising the town of St. Helier, St. Aubin'a bay, and the, 
rich scenery of the surrounding country, is obtained. At 
no great distance fiom the church, in one of the bye>roads 
that leads towards the north of the parish, ii the free- 
school of St. Manlier, or St. Magloire, founded and endow- 
ed in the reign of Ilenr; the Seventh, by John Neel, a na- 
tive of the island, and Dean of the chapel to Arthur, Piioc* 
of Wales. The endowment consists of a home, with k, 
small portion of land, and thirty quarters of wheat rent. Th^ 
number of scholars attending ia usually not great. Near 
the school, at a ^pot called Les l.andes Fallot, there for- 
Bierly stood a rocking stone of a large siie, and so accu-. 
rately balanced that it was moved with the slightest cETort :. 
it was destroyed some years ago, and broken up for build- 
ing purposes. 

On the right of the hill which descends towards St. He- 
lier, stands Guvernment House, the residence of the Lient. 
Governor. In ancient and more turbulent times these ofB- 
eers principally resided either in Mont Orgueil or Eliia- 
bcth Castle, and in later years some bouse in St. Heljer** 
has generally been granted to them. When the island waa 
invaded by Rulleconrt in 1781, La Motte home was th« 
•eat of (he Lieut. Governor, and it was there that Major 
Corbet was taken prisoner. Since that time, the house now 
occupied by Mr. Rami6 Le Brocq was the Governor's 
dwelling, and the new row of buildings opposite the naiv 
ket has been raised on the site of the garden. This pro-, 
perty having been sold in 1823, the present more commo-, 
dioui and appropriate reaidrnce waa purchaied of F. 
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JanTrin, Esq., b; whom it vra* bnilt. Nearly oppodt« fa 
d'Hautr^e, the property of Col. Touzel. From the bottom 
of St. Saviour's hill as far aa tha town, geutlemen** houses 
are frequent on each side of the way : amongst the number^ 
Beanlieu, belonging to F. Bertram, Etq., which stands on 
the left of the road, deserves to be particularly noticed. 
The buildings in this neighbourhood are rapidly increasing 
in number. 

A second circuit, embracing a considerable portion of 
the central and northern parts of the island, may be made 
by following the military road from St. Ilelier to Trinity 
Church ; thence proceeding to Bouley bay, and afterwards 
towards the north west, through the parishes of St. John 
and St. Mary, visiting the ohjects of interest in the neigh- 
bourhood, and returning by the St. Laurence road, which at 
the foot of the hill unites with the main road to St. Aubin 
that follows the bend of the bay. 

On passing the town-mills, the road winds up a steep 
Mcent, and from the top of the eminence, some fine sea 
views are obtained in which Elizabeth Castle forms a grand 
and striking object, and the prospect of the valleys below 
the road is delightful. On one of the most eligible spots a 
handsome residence has been built by F. Dnmaresq, Esq. 
The country on each side is rich and varied, but contains 
DO object of particular remark before the manor of Trinity, 
belonging to the family of Carteret, is arrived at, distant 
about three miles from St. Heller's. The manor-house, 
which stands on the left of the road, is a venerable pile, 
approached by an avenue of trees of some length. The 
building has lately been much increased and the enlarge- 
ments are of a character corresponding, with the ancient 
■tructn re. Amongst the curiosities preserved there isaround 
itone table, and a glass goblet used by King Charles, da- 
ring his residence in the Islaad,and also a pair of his glovea. 
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Th« groundi, ornainenteJ with a sbeet of WKter, &re exten. 
Bive ; and the gardens are amongst the most productive, and 
are perhups tbe largest, in the island. From Trinity 
chnrch, which is about lialf a mile beyond the gates of the 
manor, a winding road has been cut to Boulay bay, the 
niosi extensive on the northern coast. The rocks around 
are abrapt, and of a bold and romantic character ; and the 
aurrounding hitlsare dreary and barren, scarcely affording 
pasturage for sheep, and forming a singular contrast to thB 
rtchDess and fertility of tbe neighbouring country. The 
works connected with the intended pier have been already 
noticed. At no great distance are the remains of a rampart 
of earth, called La Petite CEesar4e, or Ca!sar*B wall, said to 
have been raised by the Romans ; and though but little is 
now perceivable, it Is supposed to have formerly extended 
as far as the harbour of Hotel. 

St. John's cbnrch may be reached either by a direct road 
from Boulay bay, or from Trinity church. At a short dis- 
tance from it, a path leads down to the little harbour of 
Bonne Nuit, where there are barracks for a few men which 
have been generally untenanted since theclose of the war. The 
granite quarries for which ihe parish of St. John ia especially 
celebrated, lie about three quarters of a mile to the north 
of the church, and deserve to be visited by every stranger. 
The cliffs from which this beautiful and very durable stone 
is obtained, are very extensive, and almost wholly composed 
of it. The quarries, which are constantly worked from the 
demand which exists for the stone, belong to different pro- 
prietors, and afford employment for a considerable number 
of men. That from Mont Madois held in the most esteem, 
being the whitest, and perhaps of the hardest quality ; that 
from the quarry of La Perruque is also much valued, though 
somewhat darker in colour and less closely grained than that 
ofMontMado. There are several other quarries which 
produce excellent materials for building, though of leas r<> 
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pute. A direct roid from St. John's to St. Laurence'achurcb 
paasea b^ the manor of Lk Hougne Boete, belonging to 
J. Le Couteur, Esq. 

The road from St. John's to St. Mark's church, is rich and 
wooded ; the latter building is prettit; situated, and nol an 
inelegant straclure, but the neglected stata into which ihe 
interior has been suffered to fall, ia mnch to be regretted, 
and is a reproach to the parish which it is to be hoped the 
inhabitants will not anj longer suSer to remain. From this 
church a road passes to the beautiful little bay of Gr^ve da 
Lecq, which lies partly in the parish of St. Mary, and partly 
in that of St. Ouen. It is situated at the bottom of a deep 
ravine or valley, the sides of which are clothed with wood ; 
and the sands of the bay when exposed at low water, are 
particularly firm and dry, and of a singular reddish colour. 
A deep cavern has been formed by the action of the sea is 
one of ibe adjacent rocks, but it cannot ba easily ip. 
proarhed. 

To relurn to St. Heller's from hence by St. Laurence's 
parish, it is necessary to repass St. Mary's church. A wind- 
ing road, ■ short distance bpyond it, communicates with the 
main St Lanrence'a road, entering it close to Avranche, a 
handsome modero residence, and considerable estate, be- 
longing to P. Marett, Esq., one of the Jurats of the Court. 
Bat it must he observed that by following the main roads 
only, much that is interesting remains unseen ; a great deal 
of the best parts of the country can only be viewed by di- 
verging from the principal roads and following either on foot 
or on horseback some of the many beautiful lanes and shady 
paths which are tobe met with in every parish. Without this, 
no just idea can be formed of the general beauty or even 
of the great fertility and richness of the island;' as it J. 
often in the most remote and secluded spots that some of 
the best farms ire situate, and the finest view, obtained. 
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In on* of these retired wayi not far from the church of St. 
Laurence, though in the parish of St. Peter, is the fret^- 
•chool of SL Anastase. It was founded, in the same reign 
with that «f St Manlier, hj Vincent Teh;, a South- 
ampton merchant, but native of Jersey. The endowment 
is very small, consisting of twenty-five quarters of wheat 
rent ; but a tolerable hoase with about 10 vergees of laud 
is attached to it. 

Passing the church of St. Laurence, which has perhaps 
been more disligared than any other by injudicious alter- 
ations and enlargemeats, the road paases the arenue of the 
GroTe, the residence, and welUwooded estate of Capt. P^ 
triarcbe ; and descending a steep hill, at its foot joins the 
St. Aabin's road in the village of Millbrook, distant about a 
mile and a half from St. Ilelier'i. Just beyond the village, 
on the left is Millbrook house, the property of Mrs. T. Du- 
raareiq. The road then windt along the edge of the ihore 
and round Gallows-hill, an eminence so called from four 
stone pillars serving as gallows which formerly stood upon 
it, entering the town by the parade, an open space of 
ground where troops are occasionally exercised. 

'With the intention of seeing the Western parts of the is- 
land, the road from St. Helier's to St. Anbin's may be foV- 
lowed as far aa the marsh of St. Laurence, a short distance 
beyond Millbrook ; where a new road turns off lo the lighti 
and proceeding through the beautiful and extensive valley 
of St. Peter, joins the old road near St Peter's house, a 
spacious residence formerly belonging to the family of Db- 
marcsq, but recently purchased by F. Armstrong, Esq. 
This road, which is just completed, is by far the most 
interesting way to St. Peter's, and should be seen by 
every stranger, as presenting some of the most picturesque 
inland scenery to be met with in the island: nor should 
the beauty of St. I.>aureRco'B valley, though on a smaller 
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teale, be unnoticed. From the St. Peter's read manj bye 
rMda branch off, one of wbicb leads to Meadowbank, a pi&- 
taresqne cottage recently bnilt by Mrs. J. Hemery. Ano- 
tber way to St. Peter's ii by the old military road, which 
divergea from the St. Aabin's road at the village of 
Beaumont, leading np a long and iteep aacent, and thenoe 
passing by the pariah chnrch, which is a large and plain 
building, kept in good order, and much inproved withiti 
the laBt three years. A little beyond the church, the road 
divides ; the way on the right leading to St. Mary's ; 
the other, which is to be followed, to St. Onen'e, aad 
the western extremity of the island. Passing the old 
manor-hoaae of SL Ouen'S) a large and venerable building, 
once the residence of the heads of the Carteret family, but 
now in other hands, and much neglected, the road leads to 
the Seigniories of Vinchelez de Uaut, and De Bas ; on the 
latter a new and commodious residence has been built by 
Capt. Carteret, the lord of the manor. The road then rnns 
as far as the signal poet on Groinez point, 'Uie extreme 
western limit of the island. 

On the downs, at a short distance from this signal pos^ 
stand the small remains of what, though by some conjectured 
to have been a monastery, is generally believed to have 
been a castle of considerable importance and strength : 
these now consist only of a small arched gateway much di- 
lapidated ; but some loose fragments of stone which are., 
scattered about, denote that the erigiaal circumference of 
the walls must have been extensive. It is not known at 
what time, or by whom, Ihia bnilding was first constructed} 
and uncertainty seems to attach to the whole of its early 
history. Tradition, however, which has the weight of pro> 
bability on its side, affirms it to have been occupied by Sir 
Philip De Carteret, as a defensive post againat the Ceunt 
de Maulevrier, when after obtaining possession of Mont 
Orgueil and the neighbouring country, he attempted t* 
fkuith« rait tff the itkiid. k 
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On l«aTing ViDchelcz, the Und Dssuraea a different «p- 
pearascQ {torn what it before prcMBted ; the iaclotorea ar« 
raore extensive, while the Btone walls bj" which thej are 
formed, and the stonted wood, give evidence of the esposed 
situation of the country. The tine of coast is fonned of 
vast massea of rock rising abruptly from the sea, vrluch hai 
fermed in many parts Urge hollows and excavationa, extend- 
ing to a considerable depth. The most ainguUr of tbese 
caves are aituated near Plemont, a point of rock jutting out 
into the water; from which it riaeg with an almost perpendi- 
calar acclivity, and ia communicated with from the land by 
a bridge thrown acroea a deep intervening fosse. The cavea 
are nnmeroua, but not all of equal size ; the meat conai- 
dertble one ia said to perforate the ens' to the distance of 
four hundred feet. They are not very easy of access^ 
aad can only be entered at low water, but the deaceat, 
though difficult, ia free from danger. 

Returning to St. Ouea's nanor-house, a r«ad running 
round it leads to the parish church, which iabailtona 
height, but possesses no architectural beauty whatever. Its 
steeple forms a land mark which is seen at a oonuderable 
distance from the 9oaet,and is of great service to veaaela ap> 
proachiag die island ; it ia kept white for ti^ pnrpose. 
From tie church, a road leads down ta the valley and mea- 
dowa beneatii, in which is a large sheet of water, f4 about 
twenty-five seres, called La MerdeSt. Oaen, or St. Oaen's 
pond ; it is close to the sea, and but little elevated above 
its leveL This part of the bay ia lined with Martelk) towers^ 
one of which, called La Rocco, at a little dietance from the 
land, ia only to be reached on foot when the tide is 
quite out; and during the winter is often £ar nany days, 
and Boroetimes even wecka together, wholly inacceaaible 
from the violence with which the anrf breakt upon thia ex- 
posed and desolated shore. It is generally inhabited by two 
artillery men. 
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From St. Onen^B, as wefi as St. Peter's, roads have been 
cat across the open and bleak high groands of this part of 
the island ; in the middle of which stand St. Peter's bar- 
racks, substantial stone buildings capable of receiving a 
considerable number of men ; they are, however, now but 
seldom occupied, the nnall size of the garrison dnring 
peace, requiring all the troops to be stationed in St. Heliei's. 
From the barracks, an excellent road rune directly across 
the Quenvaia rn the parish of St. Brelade'a to the church, 
passing General Don's farm, where the attempt to fertilise 
and cultivate theoe extensive wastes, has been already 
noticed. 

The accnmulation of sand which has redHccd to auch 
barrenness a surface of land, that, if credit may be attached 
to long contiuaed report, was formerly so fertile and pro- 
ductive that no man considered himself sufficiently wealthy 
unless he possessed a farm there, was supposed to have beea 
a punishment incnrred by the Inhabitanteof the place in con- 
sequence of their inhumanity to some shipwrecked strangers. 

It ia related that about the year 1495, five Spanish shipt 
were cast away in the depth of winter on that part of the 
coast. Fonr of the vessels were, with their crews, totally- 
lost ; the fifth having been thrown on the shore, all on 
board, with the exception of one man, were able to preserve 
their lives ; but, upon landing, were stripped by the is- 
landers, rebbsd of all the property they had saved, and 
were nnalile to recover it, though the influence of eccle- 
slBBtica) auUiority was exerted in their behalfl This bar- 
barity and contempt of the church, was snpposed to have 
called down a divine judgment, and the whole district was 
so covered with sand blown over it by a tempest, that all 
its boasted fertility was destroyed, and it became no less 
remarkable for its sterility. 

It is now intersected in various directions with good 
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the gravelly mnteriils of which they are compoaed, and 
which the neigh bonrhoo d abandantly supplies. 

Upon an eminence above the Chnrch of St. Brelade^ 
ttanda La Moya house, formerly the property of the Pipon 
family ; and upon a hillock in an adjoining field, is an old 
font of Mont Hado stonsj which ii supposed to hare been 
Tcmoved from some church, probably from that of the parish 
in which it now itaada, during tho ascendance of the pres- 
byterians, whose former influence may be remarked in the 
absence of baptismal fonts and communion tables from most 
of the cbnrchei, that of St. Helter amongst the nnmber ; and 
though no objection now exists to the introduction of them, 
yet the places where the latter should stand being for the 
most part occupied with pews which have become private 
property, it has not been found possible to restore them ex- 
cept in a very few instances. 

The situation of St. Brelade'e chnrch, the most ancient in 
the island, is highly picturesque. It stands on one side of 
the beautiful bny, on the edge of the water, which at high 
tide washes the boundaries of the burying ground. Though 
pOBseBsing no attempt at architectural ornament, it is still a 
singular and interesting object. In the church-yard stands' 
the only one of the chapels now existing which were of an 
earlier date than any of the churches : it was called La Cha- 
pelle des Pdcheurs. It retains no appearance of having 
been devoted to the service of God, and is converted into 
a store for the reception of the artillery of the militia of the 
district ; yet we must remember, as we behold it, that it 
waa in these chapels that the sound of the Gospel was firtt 
heard, and the blessings of Christianity taught. On the 
walls some remains of rude and ancient paintings, represent- 
ing scriptural subjects, are observable j but the great anti- 
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qnity whicb loine penons are inclined ta auign to them naf 
be diipnted. 

From the chnrcb, the road runa along the bay, and 
riaiag up the oppositehill, croBaes the projecting land af the* 
seigniory of Noirmont, belonging to Co mmisBary- General 
Pipon, who has a handsome honse on part of his domain, 
from the hills of vhich, the most beaatifal views of (he 
bay of St. Anbin's are obtained; the road descends 
into the town of St. Anbin, whence it skirts the bay to 
St. Helier's. When the tide is low, the distance of 
nearly a mile can be saved by crossing the singularly dry 
and firm sands, and thua avoiding the circnitena path of 
the high road. 

In thus having described, or rather ennmerdted, some of 
the principal natural beauties of the Island, and some of its 
most distinguishing remains of antiquity, it must not be sup- 
posed that every thing has been noticed that is worthy of 
observation; little more has been given than a relation of 
tiioae objects to which enquiry should be particularly in- 
clined, and of these mnch remains to be learnt. So also 
In other parts of the volnme many subjects have been, freni 
necessity, merely glanced npon^ of which some persona 
might perhaps have desired a fuller acconnt. 

But if to those for whom this work was particularly in- 
tended, a general, though superficial knowledge of the va- 
rious local peculiarities and early history of the island, with 
seme insight into the nature of its political institutions may 
have been given, these pages will have effected the wish of 
the writer, and accomplished the purpose for whiph they 
were designed. 
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TABLE OF MILES 
Shewing the distance from the Square, 

M. F. ¥. 

To St. Clement's Church 2 4 66 

G ronville Barrauks, by ditto 4 SO 

Grou?ille Church 2 6 68 

Groaviile Barracks 3 3 13} 

Gorey 4 1 

Mont Orfueil Castle 4 6 33 

St. Saviour's Church 1 2 89 

St. Martin's Church 3 6 68 

Rozel Barracks 5 6 

Trinity Church 3 6 

Bouley Bay '. 4 6 

St. Peter's Church 4 6 4 

St.Ouen'B Church 6 2 

Si. Laurence's Church 3 2 

St. John's Church 5 5 68 

St. Mary-8 Church..... fi 8 

St. Brelade'B Church 5 4 

St Aubin'sPier 3 6 132 

FINIS. 
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